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Agenda for the Meeting to be held on Wednesday 6th May 2026
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
AGENDA
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman to draw attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillors A Sandhu and M Peters
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest.

3. Public Participation 
To note or respond to any concerns raised or questions asked by residents in writing or in person prior to or at the Meeting 

[bookmark: _Hlk62475712]RECOMMENDATION – That any matter be noted; accepted as an ‘Urgent Item’ for discussion at the Meeting or deferred to a subsequent Meeting of the Council

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

To receive verbal reports from the Parish Representatives on Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council 

RECOMMENDATION – That the verbal reports be noted


5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
To approve and adopt the Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st April 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]RECOMMENDATION – That the Minutes be approved and adopted as true records

6. Urgent Items

The Chairman to announce that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed

7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to approve the Financial Statements for the month ended 30th April 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk62388060][bookmark: _Hlk69904174][bookmark: _Hlk94084271][bookmark: _Hlk226718127]RECOMMENDATION – That the Statements be approved

(b) 2025/26 Annual Accounts

Having noted that the Annual Statement of Income and Expenditure was circulated to Members prior to the April Meeting of the Council, to agree and adopt the Accounts for the Year Ended 31st March 2026

RECOMMENDATION – That the Accounts be approved and adopted

(c) Annual Governance Statement

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting and noting that the only comment made by the Internal Auditor was that the Information Technology and Privacy Policy was not in place during the year ended 1st March 2026 but had now been adopted, to approve the Annual Governance Statement for signature by the Chairman

RECOMMENDATION – That the Statement be approved and signed by the Chairman 

(d) 2025/26 Accounting Statement 

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to approve the 2025/26 Accounting Statement for signature by the Chairman

RECOMMENDATION – That the Statement be approved and signed by the Chairman



(e) Allocation of Reserves for the Year Commencing 1st April 2026
Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting and noting that –
i. ‘Earmarked Reserves’ are funds set aside for specific projects, initiatives or expenditure
ii. ‘General Reserves’ are funds held without any specific purpose serving as a financial safety net for unforeseen expenses, emergencies or fluctuations in revenue
iii. It is recommended that Council maintain their ‘General Reserve’ at a level between three and twelve months net revenue expenditure and
iv. The Council’s ‘General Reserve’ for the year commencing 1st April 2026 represents approximately six months of budgeted net revenue expenditure
to agree the Allocation of Reserves for the year commending 1st April 2026
RECOMMENDATION – That the Allocation of Reserves be agreed
(f) Community Infrastructure Levy Payments
Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting and noting that –
i. The CIL is a charge that can be levied by a Local Authority on new development in that area. Most new development which creates net additional floor space of 100 square metres or more, or creates a new dwelling, is potentially liable for the Levy
ii. For a development in a Parish, of the total payment received by the Planning Authority 85% is retained by the Borough/District Council and 15% is passed to the Parish Council and
iii. Payments received by the Parish Council must be spent within 5 years on an ‘infrastructure project’. Any sum not spent within the 5 years must be returned to the Borough/District Council
to note the Council’s CIL position as at 31st March 2026
RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted
(g) Barclays Bank Charges

To note that, with effect from April 2026, Barclays Bank will be charging a monthly account fee of £8.50

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted


(h) Tree Work

To note that a quote of £980 (net of VAT) has been accepted for the work identified in the recent Tree Survey of Oakfield Park

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(i) Internal Audit Report 2025/26

In support of Agenda Item 7(c) to note the content of the Internal Auditor’s Report 2025/26 

RECOMMENDATION – That the content be noted

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)
(a) Road Safety and Action Transport Group/Highways Improvement Plan
To –
i. receive a verbal report from Councillor J Denne on the RSATG Semina held on 21st April and
ii. in the light of the report, to consider whether the Council should look to produce a Highways Improvement Plan
RECOMMENDATION – That the verbal report and the decision on the production of a HIP be noted
(b) Wilmington in Bloom – Horticultural Display Competition (‘the Competition’)

i. Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to approve and adopt the Competition Policy and

ii. On the assumption that the Policy is adopted to –

· agree that the Competition be held in 2026 
· appoint the Lead Member for the Environment 
· appoint the Judges for the 2026 Competition and
· determine the value of the vouchers to be awarded

iii. To note that the lists of eligible addresses for each of the four Parish Wards will be given to the appointed Judges

RECOMMENDATION – That the Policy be adopted and other matters agreed or noted as appropriate 






(c) Wilmington Fair 2026

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of the Minutes of the Fair Committee Meeting held on 14th April 2026

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

9. Items for Discussion

(a) Local Government Reorganisation {‘LGR’)

To receive a verbal report from the Chairman on the LGR Presentation made at the Borough & Parish Forum held on 7th April 2026 noting that the Handouts from the Forum were circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting

RECOMMENDATION – That the verbal report be noted

(b) [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Reform of Planning Committees

To note that –

i. under the Planning and Infrastructure Act 2025 a National Scheme of Delegation is proposed. The Scheme will apply to all Councils and is split into two tiers – Schedule 1 (Planning Decisions being always delegated to Planning Officers and Schedule 2 (Planning Decisions can go to Planning Committees subject to a ‘gateway test’) and
ii. the Council’s statutory role as a Consultee is not affected

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted 

(c) Wilmington in Bloom – Hanging Baskets

To note that –

· the BSEN40 Load Testing resulted in the failure of five columns meaning that they are unable to be used and
· the Groundsman and Clerk will undertake a survey to identify alternative columns for subsequent testing for use in 2027 should the Parish Initiative be continued 

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted

10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Agreed Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority prior to the Meeting

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437][bookmark: _Hlk227664965][bookmark: _Hlk62388164]DA/26/00263/FUL – 162 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley 

Demolition of existing side extension and front porch. Erection of a detached dwelling with off street parking
                                                                          
[bookmark: _Hlk115082563]RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk submits any agreed comments or observation to the Planning Authority    


11. Chair’s Updates

To receive any updates from the Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk62388128][bookmark: _Hlk123725970]RECOMMENDATION – That any updates be note
           
12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

    To receive any Ward Matters raised by Members
[bookmark: _Hlk62388145][bookmark: _Hlk99631422]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters raised be noted and, where a decision is required, for the Chairman to agree that it be accepted as an ‘Urgent Item’ or that it be included on the Agenda for the October Meeting of the Council

13. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

[bookmark: _Hlk202781505]To note decisions made by the Borough Council being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197][bookmark: _Hlk188610072][bookmark: _Hlk193448941][bookmark: _Hlk196301208]DA/25/01313/FUL – Hayden Youth Association, Leyton Cross Road, Wilmington                                                                                  Permission Granted
ii. DA/26/00067/FUL – Thames Water Works and Pumping Station. Powder Mill Lane. Wilmington                                                                   Permission Granted
iii. DA/26/0135/FUL – 212 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                            Permission Granted 
iv. DA/26/00258/CDNA – Wilmington Hall Farm, Broad Lane, Wilmington                                                                                                        Details Approved
v. DA/26/00142/FUL – 47 Warren Road, Wilmington                                 Permission Granted
vi. DA/26/00262/NONMAT – 4 Langworth Close, Wilmington                                             Non-material Minor Amendment – Accepted
vii. DA/26/00164/FUL – 5 Alfan Lane, Wilmington                                                 Permission Grante
viii. DA/26/00181/FUL – 1 The Close, Wilmington                                Permission Refused
ix. DA/26/00242/TPO – 6 Hulsewood Close, Wilmington                             Consent Granted
x. DA/26/00155/FUL – 1A Wallis Close, Wilmington                             Permission Refused 
xi. [bookmark: _Hlk227664987]DA/26/00212/FUL – Joyden, Park Way, Bexley                                                                               Permission Refused

(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged
[bookmark: _Hlk193448978]None

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None
[bookmark: _Hlk73449880]
(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate being –

i. [bookmark: _Hlk215221690]having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of Kent’s Plan Bee Spring Newsletter
ii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of RSATG’s Spring Newsletter
iii. to note receipt and decline of invitation to attend Dartford Borough Council’s Annual Meeting
iv. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting to note receipt of a joint report by the London Green Belt Council and CPRE Hertfordshire titled ‘Green Belt is now Grey Belt’
v. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of the Kent Police and Crime Commissioner’s Spring Newsletter 2026
vi. to note the appointment of PC Niamh Doherty as the Beat Officer for Wilmington, Sutton at Hone and Hawley
vii. to note receipt of a letter of thanks from KSS Air Ambulance Charity for the £200 Donation
viii. to note that the bench in memory of Jean Surry has been installed at no cost to the Council
ix. to note that work to install the MultiPlay at Chestnut Grove commenced on 16th April and was expected to take two weeks to complete


Following publications are available for Members –
· CPRE – Kent Countryside Voice (Spring/Summer 2026)
· Countryside Voice – Spring 
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