   WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Agenda for the Meeting to be held on Wednesday 8th January 2025
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
AGENDA
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman to draw attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
None at the time of distribution
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest.

3. Public Participation 
To note or respond to any concerns raised or questions asked by residents in writing or in person prior to or at the Meeting 

[bookmark: _Hlk62475712]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters be noted or that the Clerk acts on any decision made

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

To receive verbal reports from the Parish Representatives on Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council 

RECOMMENDATION – That the verbal reports be noted

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
To approve and adopt the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 6th November 2024 
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]RECOMMENDATION – That the Minutes be approved and adopted as a true record

6. Urgent Items

The Chairman to announce that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed







7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to approve the Financial Statements for the months ended 30th November 2024 and 31st December 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk62388060][bookmark: _Hlk69904174][bookmark: _Hlk94084271]RECOMMENDATION – That the Statement be approved

(b) 2025/26 Budget
To -
i. note that the Council will receive a payment of £1,317 under the Government Support Grant to the Principle Authority and
ii. consider and adopt the 2025/26 Budget which incorporates calculations required under Section 49A of the Local Government Act 1992

RECOMMENDATION –That the payment of the Government Support Grant be noted and that the Budget be adopted

(c) 2025/26 Precept

Having adopted the 2025/26 Budget and noting that the Precept Base for the coming year at 2,999, to set the Parish Precept for the year commencing 1st April 2025

RECOMMENDATION – That, the Precept be set and the Clerk instructed to so advise the Billing Authority 

(d) Parish Precept Draft Publication 

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to approve the wording of an article to be posted on the Parish website and FB Page regarding the increase in the Parish Precept 

RECOMMENDATION - That the wording be approved

(e) Renewal of Membership of Society of Local Council Clerks

To agree the renewal of the Clerk’s membership at a cost of £240.00

RECOMMENDATION – That membership be renewed

(f) Interest Rate
To note that the interest rate on account with Cambridge & Counties Bank reduced from 4.05% to 3.55%
RECOMMENDATION – That the reduction be noted


8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

2022/23 Projects (Ongoing)
(a) Parish Noticeboards

To note that the replacement/refurbishment of the Parish Noticeboards has been completed and payment made

 RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(b) Pavilion Survey and Future
To note that –
i. the work on the Pavilion roof has been almost completed, with the only outstanding matters being the connection of the solar panels and any snagging issues dealt with and
ii. payment has been made subject to a retention of £1,000 pending completion of the work
RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(c) Village Centre and Sign

To note that Village Sign was installed on 25th November 2024 and payment made
 
RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(d)  The Rosemary Centre

To note that no update received as at the time of distribution

RECOMMENDATION – That the position be note

(e) Speedwatch

To receive a verbal report from the Co-ordinator

RECOMMENDATION – That the verbal report be noted

9. Items for Discussion
[bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]
(a) Allotments

To note that, despite advertising the availability, there are currently eleven vacant plots in the Ann Allen Allotment Garden 

RECOMM\ENDATION – That the matter be noted 



(b) [bookmark: _Hlk183426431]Habitual or Vexatious Complaints Policy

                                     Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting and noting that the text reflects the National Association of Local Council’s template, to adopt the Habitual or Vexatious Complaints Policy

RECOMMENDATION – That the Policy be adopted

(c) [bookmark: _Hlk183426452]KCC Community Warden 

To -
  
(i) note that Joanne Appleby has been appointed as the KCC Community Warden for Wilmington but that, due to a shortage of personnel, no Warden has been appointed to cover Joydens Wood and
(ii) ratify the decision made in advance of the Meeting, to allow the Community Warden to have access to Oakfield Park Pavilion to use as a base subject to restrictions regarding availability and purpose for use as agreed with the Clerk

RECOMMENDATION – That the appointment be noted and the decision ratified

(d) [bookmark: _Hlk183426486]Personal Injury Claim

Having provided Members with details, to note that the Court settlement of the Claim against the Council expected on 21st November 2024 had not been achieved and that an update  was not expected before March 2025

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted  

(e) South & South East in Bloom Competition 2025

i. To consider entering the Paish Council in the 2025 Competition and
ii. Should entry to the 2025 Competition be agreed, to decide whether, as suggested by the 2024 Feedback from the S&SEiB Judge, a ‘Best Garden’ Competition is to be held and, if so, the format (e.g. a garden selected from each Parish Ward and an overall winner or just one overall winner)
RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made   

(f) Duke of Edinburgh Awards

To -

i. note the support in principle given to the Council supporting three Year 10 Wilmington Grammar School for Boys students in achieving a Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award by volunteering for 12 hours litter picking around Wilmington and
ii. agree that Councillor Bowman may sign off the project on completion

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted and agreement given
 
(g) Vandalism

To note that over the Christmas Bream the two acts of vandalism occurred with damage to the height restriction barrier at Oakfield Park and to the newly installed Chestnut Grove noticeboard. The damage to the height restriction barrier has been reported to the police and an inspection of the height barrier arranged

RECOMMENDTION – That the incidents be noted

10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437][bookmark: _Hlk174084094]DA/24/01238/FUL – 4 Langworth Close, Wilmington                                     Erection of a single storey rear and front/side extension including one extra car parking space and new gates. New windows and door and conversion of integral garage to habitable room

ii. DA/24/01237/FUL – 4 Langworth Close, Wilmington                                                          Change of use of part of rear garden from amenity land to residential curtilage including alterations to the garden wall

iii. DA/24/01282/TPO – 10A Birchwood Drive, Wilmington                                       Application for Oak tree – fell subject to Tree Preservation Order No. 7 1989

iv. DA/24/01252/FUL  - 33 Broad Lane, Wilmington                                        Provision of vehicle crossing onto Broad Lane

v. DA/24/01298/TPO – 38 Squires Wat, Wilmington                                                     Application for 1 No. Oak tree-raise the crown to give a ground clearance of 4M by the selective removal of lower sub branches subject to Tree Preservation Order No.1 1957

vi. DA/24/01156/FUL – 214 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                      Provision of front wall, gates and vehicle crossing onto C268

vii. DA/01305/TPO – 91 Norfield Road, Wilmington                                                      Application for T1 - English Oak, To reduced lateral branches by 2 metres (estimated finished dimensions 8 metres width), removing dead and broken branches and T2 & T3 - Leylandi Cypress, reduce by 3 - 4 metres and trimming sides to maintain a hedge like form (estimated finished dimensions 6 metres height and 4 metres spread) subject to Tree Preservation Order No.1 2020

viii. [bookmark: _Hlk183426522]DA/24/01319/FUL – 15 Wallis Close, Wilmington                                                          Erection of a single storey rear extension, with alterations (including conversion of garage to habitable room)) infill extension and roof lights

ix. DA/24/01355/FUL – 6 Appleton Drive, Wilmington                                                       Erection of a single storey rear extension and first floor side extension

x. DA/24/01365/FUL – 14 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                     Erection of a single storey rear extension

xi. DA/24/01367/FUL – 16 Chalet Close, Bexley                                                                    Erection of a first floor rear extension

xii. DA/24/01324/FUL – 4 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                       Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of new dwelling together with new front boundary wall/gates

xiii. DA/24/01302 – Chestnuts, 128A Birchwood Road, Wilmington                         Application for 1 multi stemmed tree and 1 No. Conifer tree to be topped as per annotated photos and lopped back to the boundary line subject to Tree Preservation Order No 13 1973

xiv. DA/24/01343/FUL – 8 Garden Place, Wilmington                                                     Removal of existing conservatory and erection of a two storey front/side/rear extension

xv. DA/24/01335/FUL – 233 High Road, Wilmington                                                              Erection of a detached outbuilding annex

xvi. DA/24/01156/FUL – 214 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                 Provision of front wall, gates and vehicle crossing onto C268 (REVISION to plans – See 10(vi))

xvii. DA/24/01117/FUL – 6 High Road, Wilmington                                                                Conversion of existing outbuilding into a detached dwelling including the raising of existing roof height to create first floor

xviii. DA/24/01170/FUL – 35 Birchwood Drive, Wilmington                                              Demolition of existing detached garage and erection of two, two storey side extensions, including an integral garage, front and rear dormers with a barn hipped roof conversion, and a front porch extension (REVISION – to proposal wording)

xix. DA/24/01455/FUL – 200 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                           Proposed vehicle access, front wall with gates & erection of a detached double garage to front garden

xx. DA/24/01453/FUL – 5 Garden Place, Wilmington                                                                       Garage conversion to habitable accommodation with associated alterations to front elevation

[bookmark: _Hlk62388164][bookmark: _Hlk115082563]RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk submits any agreed comments or observation to the Planning Authority
      
11. Chair’s Updates

To receive any updates from the Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk62388128][bookmark: _Hlk123725970]RECOMMENDATION – That any updates be noted
             






                                                        
12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

    To receive any Ward Matters raised by Members
[bookmark: _Hlk62388145][bookmark: _Hlk99631422]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters raised be noted and, where a decision is required, for the Chairman to agree that it be accepted as an ‘Urgent Item’ or that it be included on the Agenda for the October Meeting of the Council

13. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

To note decisions made by the Borough Council being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197]DA/24/01068/TPO – The Willows, 1B Faesten Way, Bexley Consent Granted 
ii. DA/24/01097/TPO – 134, 136 & 138 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                        Consent Granted
iii. DA/24/01021/CDNA – Land Rear of 2 Warren Road, Wilmington                                                                                  Details Refused                                                       
iv. DA/24/01039/CDNA – Land Rear of 2 Warren Road, Wilmington                                                                                  Details Refused 
v. DA/24/01040/CDNA – Land Rear of 2 Warren Road, Wilmington                                                                                  Details Refused 
vi. DA/24/01041/CDNA – Land Rear of 2 Warren Road, Wilmington                                                                                  Details Refused 
vii. DA/24/01042/CDNA – Land Rear of 2 Warren Road, Wilmington                                                                                  Details Refused 
viii. DA/24/00795/FUL – 57 Birchwood Road, Wilmington Permission Granted
ix. DA/24/01095/FUL – 124 Birchwood Road, Wilmington Permission Granted
x. DA/24/01066/FUL – 56 Birchwood Road. Wilmington Permission Granted
xi. DA/24/01122/LDC – 62 Tredegar Road, Wilmington                    Certified Lawful
xii. DA/24/01118/FUL – 6 High Road, Wilmington                 Permission Granted
xiii. DA/24/01235/PDE – 14 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                Permitted Development Refused
xiv. DA/24/00655/FUL – 66 Joydens Wood Road, Wilmington Permission Granted 
xv. DA/24/01077/FUL – Land Adjacent 25 Chave Road, Wilmington                                                                                          Permission Granted
xvi. DA/24/00891/TPO – Greenways, 1A Faesten Way, Bexley Consent Granted
xvii. DA/24/00498/FUL – St Michaels Church Hall, High Road, Wilmington                                                                                       Permission Granted
xviii. DA/4/01114/FUL – Wood End Farm, Puddledock Lane, Wilmington                                                                                           Permission Refused
xix. DA/24/00844/FULL – 4 Wilmington House, Church Walk, Wilmington                                                                                          Permission Granted
xx. DA/24/00898/LBC – 4 Wilmington House, Church Walk, Wilmington                                                                                                    Consent Granted
xxi. DA/24/01218/FUL – 33 Capel Place, Wilmington                                Permission Granted
xxii. DA/24/01237/FUL – 4 Langworth Close, Wilmington Permission Granted
xxiii. DA/24/01238/FUL – 4 Langworth Close, Wilmington Permission Granted
xxiv. DA/24/01282/TPO – 10A Birchwood Drive\Wilmington Consent Refused
xxv. DA/24/01298/TPO – 38 Squires Way, Wilmington                   Consent Granted
xxvi. DA/24/01281/LDC – 9 Barn End Drive, Wilmington                 Certified Lawful
(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged

i. DA724/00613/TPO – 2 Brewers Field, Wilmington

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None
[bookmark: _Hlk73449880]
(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate being –

i. [bookmark: _Hlk151535693][bookmark: _Hlk159400489][bookmark: _Hlk73449861]having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of an invitation to attend a celebration evening to mark the 130th Anniversary of Sutton at Hone and Hawley Parish Council
ii. having been circulated to the Parish Representative, to note receipt of the Agenda of the London Green Belt Council’s Meeting to be held on 27th November 2024
iii. [bookmark: _Hlk183426543]having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of the Agenda for the Meeting of Dartford Borough Council’s Joint Transportation Board to be held on3rd December 2024
iv. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of Kent’s Plan Bee Autumn 2024 Summary
v. having been forwarded to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of the December edition of My Community Voice Newsletter
vi. having been forwarded to the Speedwatch Coordinators to note receipt of a letter from the National Police Chiefs’ Council’s Lead for Roads Policing
vii. to note receipt of a letter of thanks from The Heritage Centre for the donation from the Fair proceeds
viii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of a report from the Community Warden
ix. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of the S&SEiB Newsletter
x. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of Kent Wild Life Trust Winter Newsletter
xi. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of the Winter edition of The Road Safety & Active Travel Group Newsletter
xii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of the Minutes of the Joint Transportation Board held on 3rd December 2024
RECOMMENDATION – That the items received or the actions taken noted or endorsed as appropriate


The following publications are available for Members –

The Clerk – November 2024
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