   WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 5th February 2025
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Councillors Present – Councillors S Brown (Chairman), T Jones (Vice-Chairman) and D Bowman
In Attendance – The Parish Clerk
Non-Attendance – Councillor A Sandhu
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillors D Mann, S Parsons, K Stealey, L Rock and M Peters  
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

No Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest were made

3. Public Participation 
None

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

None

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 8th January 2025 were approved and adopted as a true record
6. Urgent Items

The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed

7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Financial Statements for the month ended 31st January 2025 were approved




(b) Flower Baskets

Having noted that the cost was within the Budget provision and having received confirmation that the figure was net of VAT, the renewal of the contract with WindowFlowers for the hanging baskets etc at a cost of £6,294.25, being an increase of 5% over the current year, was approved [AP]

(c) London Green Belt

The renewal of the Council’s membership of the London Green Belt Council at a cost of £25.00 was considered and approved [AP]

(d) Pantomime
It was noted that the refund of the cancelled Pantomime charge (less £100 cancellation fee) had been received
(e) BACS Payment
Retrospective approval for payments to A Osborne Electrical Ltd being made by direct bank transfer (Retrospective) was given
8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

2022/23 Projects (Ongoing)

(a) Pavilion 
It was noted that –
i. the roof repairs had been completed and final instalment paid
ii. the solar panels had yet to be connected but completion expected imminently 
iii. the repairs to the alarm required as a result of water damage had been completed and the alarm reconnected at a total cost of £444.00 and
iv. the repairs to the strip light in the Committee Room as a result of water damage had been completed and PAT testing carried out at a total cost of £160.00 (nett of VAT)
(b) The Rosemary Centre
It was noted that the Developers of The Rosemary Centre Site had -
· accepted that, under the covenant regarding the fencing of the Parish Council land, responsibility rested with the Developer and that any alternative arrangement agreed with the Parish Council would need the covenant to be rescinded/revised
· confirmed that a pre-Application meeting had been held with Dartford Borough Council and
· confirmed that a meeting to discuss the proposed landscaping of the whole site (i.e. including the Parish Council’s land) would be held once the pre-Application discussions had been concluded
(c) Speedwatch

Matter deferred to the March Meeting of the Council

(d) Vandalism

It was noted that –

i. the claim for the damage to the Oakfield Park height-restriction barrier had been accepted by the Council’s insurers and
ii. at the Chairman’s request, discussion on the Council’s plans to address the rise in Anti-Social Behaviour had been deferred to the March Meeting of the Council. It was noted that no incidents had been reported in recent weeks

(e) Publication of Precept

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting and noting that the Clerk’s preference was for more formal wording, approval was given to the Chairman’s draft of the letter to be published regarding the increase to the Precept 

The Chairman advised that she would forward a copy of the letter in a format able to be posted on the Parish Council’s website and Facebook page together with the covering text

(f) Best Garden Competition

Having considered the content of a Briefing Paper circulated in advance of the Meeting, the draft format of and arrangements for the Garden Competition approved at the January Meeting of the Council were agreed in principle with a suggested launch in April/May to coincide with the judging of the S&SEiB Competition. It was further agreed that the matter would be discussed further at the March Meeting of the Council  
 
9. Items for Discussion

(a) Wilmington Fair

It was noted that the Portable Toilets and First Aid had been booked at a cost of £412.50 and £380 respectively and that a deposit of £124.00 had been paid for the Portable Toilets 

The purchase of new banners to remove reference to ‘procession’ and include ‘Fun Dog Show’ was approved subject to the banner also showing that the Fair was sponsored by the Parish Council

(b) Wilmington’s Big Spring Clean

It was noted that the Big Spring Clean would take place on Saturday 15th March 

The Chairman confirmed that she would forward wording for the Clerk to post on the Parish Council’s website and Facebook page and would liaise with dartford Borough Council’s Waste & Recycling Team


(c) Highways Improvement Plan

It was agreed that the current entries on the Parish Council’s Highways Improvement Plan would be removed and a new version prepared with possible items for inclusion being the installation of a Pelican Crossing and bollards adjacent to the zigzag road markings in Common Lane and repainting of the white line road markings. It was further agreed that the Plan would be reviewed by Councillors Brown, Jones and Bowman for consideration at the March Meeting of the Council

(d) Parish Council Support Scheme

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of details of the Parish Council Support Scheme was noted with no suggestions made that would meet the criteria for an application for a grant being submitted
10. [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

Planning Applications received were considered and the Clerk instructed to submit any comments/objections made to the Planning Authority

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437][bookmark: _Hlk174084094][bookmark: _Hlk183426522]DA/25/00059/FUL – Rahan House, 8 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                      Erection of a detached outbuilding (retrospective)

ii. DA25/00045/FUL – 1 Wood Close, Bexley                                                                           Loft conversion with rear dormer, three rooflights, garage conversion to habitable room and erection of a part one/part two storey side and rear extension (with demolition of existing rear projection)

iii. DA/24/01456/VCON – Hayden Youth Association, Leyton Cross Road, Wilmington                                                                                               Variation of conditions 2, 3 and 14 of planning permission DA/95/00349/FUL (which granted permission for the 'erection of a detached single storey building to provide changing rooms washing & toilet facilities with ancillary lounge/bar, tea room, kitchen and equipment store, together with a hard surface playing area, 6 No. floodlights, car parking and earth bank') to vary the permitted use of the building to allow general community use of it, including for functions (as well as use ancillary to the playing fields), and (ii) vary the approved plans to allow the extension and refurbishment of club house to provide improved facilities

iv. DA/25/00016/FUL – 200 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                          Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of a detached dwelling 

v. DA/25/00066/FUL – 54 Squires Way, Wilmington                                                   Erection of a ground floor rear extension, first floor extension over garage and raised patio and steps to the rear

vi. DA/25/00069/FUL – 19 Gerdview Drive, Wilmington                                          Erection of a detached outbuilding in rear garden

vii. DA/25/00048/FUL – 7, Birchwood Drive, Wilmington                                                             Erection of a single storey front and rear extension

viii. DA/25/00088/FUL – 10, Mayors Lane, Wilmington                                                        Erection of a first floor side extension above existing garage

ix. DA/25/00030/FUL – 50, Warren Road, Wilmington                                                      Demolition of existing single storey garage and replace with new single storey garage (part retrospective)

x. DA/24/01476/FUL – 10 Birchwood Parade, Woodside Drive, Wilmington  Alterations to front and rear elevations, including implementation of extraction flue to the rear

xi. DA/25/00091/FUL – 69 Chestnut Grove, Wilmington                                                      Erection of two storey side extension, single storey rear extension with associated internal alterations: demolition of existing garage, new dropped kerb onto new driveway and solar panels on south west elevation
[bookmark: _Hlk115082563] 
11. Chair’s Updates

None
                                                                 
12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

None
13. [bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

To note decisions made by the Borough Council being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197]DA/24/01170/FUL – 35 Birchwood Drive, Wilmington Permission Granted
ii. DA/24/01319/FUL – 15 Wallis Close, Wilmington                Permission Granted
iii. DA/24/01117/FUL – 6 High Road, Wilmington                                   Permission Refused
iv. DA/01087/FUL – Land Adjacent 37 Capel Place, Wilmington Permission Refused
v. DA/24/01302/TPO – Chestnuts, 128A Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                            Consent Granted
vi. DA/24/01355/FUL – 6, Appleton Drive, Wilmington                                               Permission Granted
(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged

None



(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None
[bookmark: _Hlk73449880]
(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate being –

i. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to receive notice of online briefings on the Kent & Medway Local Nature Recovery Strategy
ii. having been circulated to members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of advice that Planning Application DA/24/00785/FUL (Land North of Edwin Road) is to be considered by Dartford Borough Council’s Development Control Board on 13th February 2025 and that the Officer’s recommendation is one of approval was noted
iii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of details of Dartford Borough Council’s Community Safety Partnership Survey was noted
iv. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the Community Warden’s Report was noted

[bookmark: _Hlk73449861]
The following publication was available for Members –
i. Clerks & Councils Direct – January 2025

There being no further business the Meeting closed at 7.30pm 

Signed ………………………………..
            Chairman
5th March 2025
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