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WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 4th March 2026
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Members Present: Councillors D Mann (Chairman); M Peters; D Bowman and T Elliott
Also Present: County Councillor A Cecil and the Clerk to the Council
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillors S Narwan, J Denne, S Brown, T Jones and A Sandhu
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

No Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest were made

3. Public Participation
It was noted that comments received in connection with the installation of a ‘Multi-Play’ at Chestnut Grove had been sent to Members in advance of the Meeting and would be covered at Agenda Item 8(b) 

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 
County Councillor A Cecil reported on –
· Continuing issues, including damage to the security camera, around the Walnut Tree Avenue Car Park
· Silver Birch Close drainage work completed
· Removal of pillars on Rowhill Road
· Encroachment of Hook Green Lane verges
· Attendance at Joydens Wood Neighbourhood Watch Meeting but few residents in attendance
· Unable to attend Joint Transportation Board Meeting but will provide updates on County’s Bus Grant and Galley Hill Road collapse
· Meeting with Kent County Council’s Estates Team regarding a proposal for a Café in Summerhouse Drive Library
· Sale of former Rowhill School
· Access to Eagles Farm
· Ongoing discussions on Local Government Reorganisation
Dartford Borough Councillor M Peters reported on –
· Freezing of Dartford Borough Council Tax for 2026/27
· Full programme of Borough Events starting this month
· Drug dealing on Chestnut Grove. Residents to be urged to report incidents to the police

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th February 2026 were approved and adopted as a true record
6. Urgent Items

The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed

7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Financial Statements for the month ended 28th February 2026 were approved

(b) 2025/26 Budget Forecast

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Budget Forecast for the year ending 31st March 2026 was noted

(c) London Green Belt Council (‘LGBC’) 

The renewal of the Council’s membership of the London Green Belt Council at a cost of £25 was approved.

With the agreement of the Chairman, Councillor M Peters, as the Council’s Representative on the LGB Council, advised that she had attended the remote Annual General Meeting where, following the election of the Patron and other Senior Members, the most discussed item had been the changing of Green Belt to Grey Belt. The LGBC will, within the next 2/3 weeks, be publishing a Green Paper to highlight concerns over the change. It had been noted that there are many Brownfield sites that could be used for housing. It was hoped that the next LGBC Meeting would be at the House of Commons to which Members of Parliament would be invited
 
8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)
(a) The Rosemary Centre - Update

The Clerk advised that no report had been received from the Developer. It was agreed that the Clerk would ask that an update be provided for the April Meeting of the Council

(b) Chestnut Grove Multi-Play Equipment

The Chairman thanked the Clerk for compiling the comprehensive information pack containing illustrations of the Multi-Play; original and suggested sites; comments received by the Parish Council and posted on the Joydens Wood Community Facebook page in respect of the original site; a copy of the Chairman’s letter posted on social media on 16th February 2026 and comments received by the Parish Council on the suggested revised site     

In an open and frank exchange of views, in which County Councillor A Cecil participated, and after giving careful consideration of the comments, both negative and positive, received from residents it was agreed that the installation of the MultiPlay would proceed.  Whilst having no part in the decision made, County Councillor A Cecil voiced his objection to the proposed installation
    It was believed that the enhanced play facility would be of benefit to the wider community of Joydens Wood. In reaching the decision Members paid due regard to the strongly expressed concerns of residents, in particular that there would be a rise in anti-social behaviour; however, should this occur, should be immediately reported to the police
It was however agreed that the original positioning of the MultiPlay was inappropriate and that it should be repositioned toward the centre of the Open Space; in addition, it was felt that the MultiPlay should abut the existing playground and not be linked by a path as shown on Dartford Borough Council’s site plan.
It was noted that Dartford Borough Council would turf the area prepared for the original installation. 
The Clerk was instructed to contact the relevant Dartford Borough Council Officers to suggest that a site meeting be held before the work on the installation re-commenced.

(c)  2026 Big Spring Clean 
It was noted that the 2026 Big Spring Clean would be held on Saturday 14th March between 10:00 and midday with meeting points at Wilmington Common and the corner of Birchwood Drive and Birchwood Road. 






9. [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Items for Discussion

(a) Pavilion Keyholder 

The Chairman advised that due to the number of absent Members, the appointment of a keyholder for the Pavilion in the event of the alarm being triggered would be deferred to the April Meeting of the Council
(b) Road Safety & Active Travel Group (RSATG) Seminar 

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, an invitation to a Seminar hosted by the RSATG was considered and, having expressed an interest, it was agreed that Councillor J Denne would attend and the Clerk was instructed to so advise the Organiser

(c) Use of Oakfield Park
A request circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, for the use of Oakfield Park for a Charity Fun Day was considered. Having been advised that no response had been received to a request for further information it was agreed that the matter would be deferred to the April Meeting of the Council 
10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Agreed Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority prior to the Meeting

Applications received were reviewed and the Clerk instructed to submit any comments/objections made to the Planning Authority

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437][bookmark: _Hlk62388164]DA/26/ 00135/FUL – 212 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                             Erection of an outbuilding for office, storage and gym

ii. DA/25/01156/FUL – 194 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                         Erection of single storey residential annexe in rear garden                        (Revision being change in applicant names on the application form)

iii. DA/26/00142/FUL – 47 Warren Road, Wilmington                                                    Erection of a single storey rear extension

iv. DA/26/00164/FUL – 5 Alfan Lane, Wilmington                                                                      Erection of a front porch to front and pitched roof with roof lights over existing rear extension with insertion of roof lights

v. DA/26/00147/VCON – Former Lynch Plant Site and Ambulance Station, Hawley Road, Dartford                                                                                                      To allow an interim Open Storage use on Phase 2B with associated works. (Permission Ref 25/00760/VCON was for Demolition of existing buildings and construction of buildings to provide flexible employment floorspace (Use Classes E(g)/B2/B8, with ancillary office accommodation within Use Class E (g)), together with the creation of a new vehicular access via Butterly Avenue, improvements to the existing vehicular access from Hawley Road, provision of car and cycle parking and service yards, drainage works, landscaping, installation of an acoustic fence and other associated works (variation of conditions pursuant to planning permission DA/20/01202/FUL - condition 2 (approved plans - to include elevational changes, changes to external parking arrangements and landscaping layout, increase in mezzanine floorspace, and changes to approved Energy Statement), 9 (Flood Risk & Drainage details - to allow for the drainage scheme to be implemented in phases) 15 (Landscaping - new external amenity areas), 17 (Travel Plan - to allow submission prior to occupation of each unit), 22 (BREEAM - to allow submission within 6 months of occupation) and 30 (Mezzanine Floors - to restrict additional mezzanine floors only))  


vi. DA/26/00181/FUL – 1 The Close, Wilmington                                                         Erection of a single storey front extension
Concern was expressed over the proposed further development of the property and the Clerk was instructed to submit the following comment to the Planning Authority ‘The Parish Council considers the proposed extension to be inappropriate believing that, due to the size and bulk of the extended property, it would have a detrimental impact on the street scene’
vii. DA/26/00212/FUL – Joyden, Park Way, Bexley                                                                                          Erection of a part single/part two storey side and rear extension and removal of existing conservatory and garage

viii. DA/26/00242/TPO - 6 Hulsewood Close, Wilmington                               Application for T1 Acer Campestre - Field Maple (circled in yellow on map) - remove all deadwood and reduce height (from approx. 8m to 7m) and lateral spread (from approx. 6m to 5m); T2 Quercus Robur - Common Oak (circled in blue on map) - full removal of deadwood, reduce height (from approx. 13m to 10m) and lateral spread (approx. 10m to 8m) and crown thin the internal crown by approx. 20%; T3 Quercus Robur - Common Oak (circled in red on map) - Remove all dead/dying limbs throughout the crown.............. and reduce both height (from approx. 15m to 13m) and lateral spread (from approx. 10m to 8m), subject to Tree Preservation Order No.6 1982 and Tree Preservation Order
             
                                                                      
11. [bookmark: _Hlk115082563]Chair’s Updates

None
 
12.  Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

[bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Councillor M Peters reported that a resident had advised that she had been informed by a resident that–
· a fence on Chestnut Grove had collapsed and that trees on the boundary required some attention. The Clerk said that the Parish Groundsman would inspect and, if the responsibility of the Council would take the appropriate action
· there was a trip hazard on the Public Right of Way leading from Chestnut Grove to Birchwood Road close to the playground. The resident to be advised to report this to Kent County Council’s PROW Department via the online reporting tool


13. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

[bookmark: _Hlk202781505]Decisions made by the Borough Council were noted being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197][bookmark: _Hlk188610072][bookmark: _Hlk193448941][bookmark: _Hlk196301208]DA/25/01295/FUL – Orchard House, 11 Barn End Drive, Wilmington                                                                            Permission Granted
ii. DA/25/01415/FUL – 61 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                              Permission Granted
iii. DA/25/01453/FUL – 81 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                      Permission Granted
iv. DA/23/01157/FUL – 22 the Close, Wilmington                                           Permission Refused

(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged
i. [bookmark: _Hlk193448978]DA/25/01349/FUL - 4 Dene Close, Wilmington

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None
[bookmark: _Hlk73449880]
(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]Other items received or actions taken were noted or endorsed as appropriate being –

i. [bookmark: _Hlk215221690]having been sent in advance of the Meeting to Councillor                         M Peters as the Parish Representative, receipt of notice of the London Greeb Belt Council’s AGM and Agenda to be held remotely on 2nd March 2026 was noted
ii. it was noted that, in certain circumstances, Dartford Borough Council Community Unit Officers were now able to seize untaxed vehicles 
iii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the Community Warden’s Report for March 2026 was noted
There being no further business the Meeting closed at 8:05

Signed …………………………………..
            Chairman
1st April 2026
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