   WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd April 2025
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof


Members Present: Councillors S Brown (Chairman); T Jones (Vice-Chairman); A Sandhu;                 S Parsons; L Rock; M Peters; D Bowman and D Mann
In Attendance: Borough Councillor G Holt and the Clerk to the Council
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillor K Stealey – Non-attendance
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

Councillor D Man declared a Personal but Non-Prejudicial Interest in Item 10(x) and Councillor S Parsons declared a Personal but Non-Prejudicial Interest in Item 10(xi)

3. Public Participation 
None
4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

County Councillor A Sandhu advised that the County Elections were being held on 1st May 2025
Borough Councillor M Peters advised that a number of meetings had been held regarding the Government’s proposed Local Government Reorganisation
Borough Councillor A Sandhu reported that Dartford Borough Council had resurfaced some areas for which it had responsibility such as the Oakfield Lane footpath and car park and that Grants of £100 were available for the celebration of the VE Day 80th Anniversary. The Clerk expressed disappointment that the Parish Council had not received any information regarding the Grants and said that he would obtain details for publication on the Council’s social media [AP]

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 5th March 2025 were approved and adopted as a true record
6. Urgent Items

The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed

7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Financial Statements for the month ended 31st March 2025 were approved

(b) Accounts for the Year Ended 31st March 2025
Having been electronically circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2025 was noted. It was further noted that the Accounts would be formally adopted at the Meeting of the Council to be held on 7th May 2025; the Chairman advised that any queries regarding the Accounts should be raised at that time
(c) Community Infrastructure Levy (‘CIL’)

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the CIL position as at 31st March 2025 was agreed. The Chairman thanked the Clerk for producing the figures.

(d) Chestnut Grove Lease

It was noted that a payment of £50.00 had been made to Dartford Borough Council for the renewal of the lease on the Chestnut Grove Open Space. The Chairman asked that thanks be recorded to Dartford Borough Council for charging what was a peppercorn rent

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere  the Main Agenda)
(a) Best Garden Competition

Having received a Briefing Note in advance of the Meeting, the staging of Competition was discussed. It was agreed that a Competition would be held and the Draft Terms & Conditions were approved.

The Chairman stressed the need for the Competition to be promoted by Members encouraging them to seek opportunities for posters to be displayed or for social media postings

The Clerk was instructed to launch the Competition [AP]

(b) Speedwatch

Councillor A Sandhu advised that, during the High Road Consultation he had conducted in his role as Wilmington’s County Councillor, he had mentioned the proposed Speedwatch project; as a result of which seven residents had volunteered to undertake the training although difficulty in accessing the online training was being experienced.

Cont’d  ………

The problem with speeding in Summerhouse Drive had been raised with Councillor Sandhu by a number of Joydens Wood residents. It was agreed that consideration should be given to include Summerhouse Drive in the project 

(c) [bookmark: _Hlk193190437]The Rosemary Centre
Having been advised by the owners of the Rosemary Centre of a delay in progressing the proposals for the sit, it was agreed that the covenant regarding the fencing of the land now in the ownership of the Parish Council should be enforced. The Clerk was instructed to advise the owners of the decision and to stress that the style of the fencing should be in the style of that on the boundary with High Road and agreed with the Council [AP]

(d) June Meeting
It was noted that, following a change of circumstances, the date of the June Meeting of the Council would revert to that scheduled being Wednesday 4th June
9. Items for Discussion

(a) [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]We Are Beams

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of an invitation for Members to attend a ‘Beams in Your Community’ event on Monday 23rd June 2025 was noted. It was agreed that any Member wishing to attend should contact the Organisation direct

(b) KSS Air Ambulance

A request for a donation/grant from KSS Air Ambulance was considered and agreed that a donation of £100 would be made. It was agreed that this would not be taken from the Budget Provision for ‘Grants’ [AP]

(c) Public Rights of Way

It was noted that it had been established that -

i. Footpath DB30A (Tile Kiln Lane) is on unregistered land and therefore no person is responsible for the maintenance and
ii. the clearing of mud on the steps the form part of DR105 (‘PeepBo Alley’) is the responsibility of the County Council

(d) Public Right of Way Link
Having been circulated to Members and opinions sought, the decision made for the Council to support a proposal from Borough Councillor George Holt that a ‘footpath’ linking Footpaths DR56, DR109 and DR330 be recognised as a Public Right of Way on the County Council’s Definitive Map was ratified. It was noted that Borough Councillor George Holt was so advised on 17th March 2025

Cont’d
At the invitation of the Chairman, Borough Councillor G Holt provided a history of the footpath’s usage and of the action taken. Councillor Holt added that the proposal had received wide public support.
The Chairman’s view that the footpath was a community asset and that the ability to access ‘green spaces’ should be protected was endorsed by Members
(e) Wilmington Fair
The receipt of the Minutes of the Fair Committee held on 18th March 2025 was noted. It was further noted that a payment of £21.00 had been made to Dartford Borough Council for the required Temporary Event Licence which had been granted
(f) Oakfield Park

To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972

(g) Local Government Re-organisation
Having noted –
i. the reference made at the recent Borough and Parish Forum to the ‘scope and capacity’ for more services or assets to be passed to Town and Parish Council’s and
ii. the acceptance by the Minister of Housing, Communities & Local Government in a letter dated 25th January 2025 to the National Association of Local Councils that Town and Parish Councils play a crucial role in local government
the possible impact on and involvement of the Council in the proposed Local Government Re-organisation was discussed.
It was noted that, whilst a number of assets currently owned by Kent County Council or Dartford Borough Council, such as Chestnut Grove Open Space, Joydens Wood Community Centre and the Walnut Tree Avenue Car Park were identified, Members found it difficult to see what services could pass to the Council
It was further noted that no timetable for the submission of a proposal to the Government had been provided to the Council
(h) Annual Meeting
It was noted that the Annual Meeting of the Council was to be held on Wednesday 7th May 2025 commencing at 7.00pm and that nomination, including self-nomination, for the positions of Chairman or Vice- Chairman should be e-mailed to the Clerk by noon on Monday 5th May 2025



(j)  Chestnut Grove Tree Report

It was noted that work on a tree on Chestnut Grove, identified as requiring immediate attention on H&S grounds had been commissioned. The action taken was endorsed 
10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

Planning Applications received were considered and the Clerk instructed to submit any comments/objections made -

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437][bookmark: _Hlk174084094][bookmark: _Hlk62388164]DA/25/00212/FUL – Bellingham House, Hook Green Lane, Wilmington Demolition existing garage and erection of a detached garage

ii. DA/25/00223/FUL – Hivista, Stock Lane, Wilmington                                                    Extension of existing garage and converting the space for use as a dedicated massage therapy room

iii. DA/25/00260/FUL – 81 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                            Erection of a single storey rear extension and roof alterations to provide additional bedroom space

iv. DA/25/00252/TPO – 4 Clarendon Place, Wilmington                                                       Application for T2 Ash, H15m - reduce limbs back to boundary line;T3 Cherry. H15m, reduce by 0.5m Lateral limbs back to the boundary line; T4 Cherry, reduce one limb going toward the building back to boundary line (see annotated photo); T5 Sumac reduce back to boundary line (has 40% dead wood) T6/T7 Ash, height 15m remove extended limb overhanging back to the boundary line. (see annotated photo). Tree Preservation Order No.4 1990

v. DA/25/00292/FUL – Land Adjacent 37 Capel Place, Wilmington                                                             Erection of a two-bedroom dwelling

vi. DA/25/0/00140/FUL – Land at Hook Green Farm, Hook Green Lane, Wilmington                                                                                                             Erection of an agricultural barn

vii. DA/25/00276/FUL – 32 Broad Lane, Wilmington                                                                Provision of a vehicular access onto C286 with a permeable gravel driveway

viii. DA/25/00121/FUL – Former Landscape Services Depot, Broad Lane, Wilmington                                                                                                                                       Demolition of existing buildings, erection of 9 dwellings (6 x 3 bed and 3 x 2 bed) with associated access, parking, landscaping and refuse/cycle stores Members welcomed the proposed change of use of the site from ‘industrial’ to ‘residential’ but concerns were expressed regarding the possible over-intensification of the site; the need for the development seeing that Dartford  Borough could evidence a 5-Year housing supply and the adequacy of the access/egress road on to Broad Lane. It was however agreed that only the concerns regarding the access/egress road would be submitted to the Planning Authority [AP]


ix. DA/00304/FUL – 9 Appleton Drive. Wilmington                                             Proposed first floor side and roof extension along with garage conversion with new window to front elevation

x. DA/25/00108/FUL – Land Rear of 2 Warren Road, Wilmington                               Demolition of existing 5No. garages and erection of 1No. 2 bedroom single storey detached dwelling                                                                                         

xi. DA/25/00324/FUL – 20 Oakfield Park Road, Wilmington                                  Demolition of existing 5No. garages and erection of 1No. 2 bedroom single storey detached dwelling

xii. DA/25/00347/FUL – 180 Summerhouse Drive, Wilmington                                              Erection of a single storey extensions to side, rear  and front, raising height of roof to create first floor extension to provide additional rooms at first floor level

xiii. DA/25/246/ADV – The Horse and Groom, 15 Leyton Cross Road, Wilmington                                                                                                                Display of an externally illuminated sign on timber clad post
11. [bookmark: _Hlk115082563]Chair’s Updates

The Chairman reported that 30mbags of litter had been collected during the Wilmington Big Spring Clean on 15th March 2025 but expressed disappointment   that some fly-tipped items had been found. The Chairman commented that the collection of litter was becoming almost an impossible to deal with on the resources available to the Council. The Chairman wished thanks to be recorded to the support given to the Big Spring Clean by Dartford Borough Council’s Waste and Recycling Team.

A Member queried whether collected Nitrous Oxide cannisters should be kept separate from other litter and the Clerk was instructed to investigate [AP]
                                        
12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

[bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Councillor S Parsons provided details of an accident involving a child that had occurred at Hawley Road/Oakfield Lane junction and advised that The Orange Tree PH had reopened on 29th March
Councillor M Peters expressed concern that the cuttings from the mowing of Chestnut Grove had not been cleared but was advised that, as was the case with all Local Authorities, this was not part of the contract

13. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

Decisions made by the Borough Council were noted being being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197][bookmark: _Hlk188610072]DA/24/01173/PIP – Former Alfan Lane Full Gospel Church, Alfan Lane, Wilmington                                                                                               Permission in Principle Granted
ii. DA/25/00069/FUL – 19 Gerdview Drive, Wilmington                                                                          Permission Granted
iii. DA/25/00066/FUL – 54 Squires Way, Wilmington                                                                   Permission Granted
iv. DA/24/01476/FUL – 10 Birchwood Parade, Woodside Drive, Wilmington                                                                Permission Granted

(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged

Planning Appeals lodged were noted being –

i. DA/24/01087/FUL – Land Adjacent 37 Capel Place, Wilmington
(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None
[bookmark: _Hlk73449880]
(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179][bookmark: _Hlk188610092]Other items received or actions taken were noted or endorsed as appropriate being -

i. [bookmark: _Hlk151535693][bookmark: _Hlk159400489]having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the Presentation Slides from the Borough & Parish Forum on Devolution was noted
ii. having been circulated in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the Spring edition of the Kent Plan Bee Newsletter was noted
iii. receipt of a message of thanks from the Waste & Recycling Department at Dartford Borough Council for the Big Spring Clean contribution in keeping Dartford free of rubbish was noted
iv. receipt of notification of the Borough & Parish Forum scheduled for 8th April 2025 was noted
v. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting receipt of Speedwatch ‘ Your Speed’ March 2025 Edition was noted
vi. receipt of notification of the cancellation of the Borough & Parish Forum scheduled for 8th April 2025 was noted
vii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the Minutes of Dartford Borough Council’s General Assembly of the Council Meeting held on 17th March 2025 to discuss the Government’s proposed Local Government Reorganisation was noted
viii. the resignation of Wilmington’s Police Beat Officer and that a new Officer had been appointed but had yet to commence duty was noted 

Signed ………………………………
              Chairman

7th May 2025
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