WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
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 Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd September 2026
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Members Present: Councillors T Jones (Chairman); D Mann (Vice-Chairman); D Bowman; T Elliott; A Sandhu and, following the signing of the Acceptance of Office, B Murrell
Also Present: County Councillor A Cecil and the Clerk to the Council
Having opened the Meeting, the Chairman proposed that the Co-Option of a Member following the Casual Vacancy arising from the resignation of former Councillor S Brown be considered before other Agenda items. This was agreed – See Minute 9(g)
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Parish Councillors J Denne; M Peters and S Narwan and Borough Councillor S Ridley
2.  Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

Councillor D Mann declared a personal but non-prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 9(c) and took no part in the decision made; no other Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest were made

3. Public Participation 
None
4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

County Councillor Cecil reported on -

· the resurfacing of Summerhouse Drive and the subsequent remedial work
· the ongoing conversations over the opening of a Café in Summerhouse Drive Library
· action taken regarding a blocked drain outside the Memorial Hall
· Grants made either by him or jointly with other Members from the Members’ Community Fund and
· the Local Government Reorganisation timetable for the North Kent Unitary Authority 
Borough Councillor Sandu reported –
· that the Borough Council’s proposed Division structure for the North Kent Unitary Authority had been submitted to Government for approval
· on the launch of Dartford Business Awards 
· on the Dartford Night Market to be held on 4th September 2026 and
· on his Mayoral engagements which included attendance at Wilmington Annual Fair which he described as ‘amazing’
      Minutes of the Previous Meetings
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st July 2026 were approved and adopted as a true record
5. Urgent Items

The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed

6. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Financial Statements for each of the two months ended 31st August 2026 were approved

(b) BACS Payments
It was agreed that invoices from Twenty4Seven Trade Waste Ltd be settled by BACS payments
(c) Insurance Policy Renewal

         Having noted that the 2026/27 Budget Provision for ‘Insurance’ was £4,600 but that the cover on the Council’s Insurance Policy had been increased to include the recent installation of the MultiPlay on Chestnut Grove, the renewal of the Policy with Hiscox at a cost of £5,089.32 was approved

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)
(a) Wilmington Fair 2026

It was noted that an updated Event Management Plan, to include the required list of Stallholders and Catering Concessions, had been submitted to Dartford Borough Council on 7th July 2026 and passed by the Emergency Planning Officer on 15th July 2026 and that clearance for the Fair had been received from Kent’s Safety Advisory Group
It was further noted that the balance of the cost of the Portable Toilets had been paid

The Vice-Chairman gave a verbal report on the Fair mentioning that the fine weather had resulted in a higher attendance than in previous years
The Vice-Chairman wished thanks and appreciation to be recorded to the Fair Committee and the Clerk for their work in organising what was a successful and enjoyable event. This was endorsed by Members
County Councillor Cecil questioned the decision of the Clerk preventing him having a stall at the Fair. The Chairman stressed that the Parish Council was ‘apolitical’ and that the Fair was not an opportunity for any promotion by a Political Party. The Clerk suggested that for the 2027 Fair consideration could be given to a ‘Community Stall’ for the presence of representatives from all levels of Local Government and the display of exhibits and photographs held at the Heritage Centre
(b) Chestnut Grove

Having noted that only one quote of the three sought had been received and that there had been no further complaints regarding the absence of a fence around the MultiPlay it was agreed that the matter would not be taken further 

(c) Waste Collection

Having noted that the Council’s waste will be taken to a site able to deal with ‘animal waste’ and that the Company is a registered ‘Upper Tier Waste Carrier’ the decision made, under the delegated authority given at the July Meeting, to appoint Twenty4Seven Trade Waste Ltd as the Council’s waste collector effective from the week commencing 5th August 2026 was ratified

(d) Police & Crime Commissioner 

Having been circulated to Members prior to the Meeting, the response from the Kent’s Police and Crime Commissioner declining the invitation to attend a Meeting of the Council as agreed at the July Meeting of the Council on the grounds that the matters raised were ‘operational’ was noted
It was further noted that a message had been sent expressing both disappointment on and disagreement with the response 
9. Items for Discussion

(a) Grant/Donation Applications

No Grant/Donation applications had been received 
 
(b) Support for Youth

Members commented on the positivity both demonstrated by and emanating from the Uniformed Youth Organisations and wondered whether this could be factored into a Council funded inclusive youth community project. 

Members were asked by the Chairman to give this consideration for further discussion at the October Meeting of the Council


(c) Community Infrastructure Levy

Having considered the content of a Briefing Note circulated in advance of the Meeting consideration was given to request for a Grant by Wilmington Community Church from the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payments held by the Council. Discussion ensued on the merits of the project and whether it met the criteria for the use of the CIL payments.

The Clerk’s response on being asked by the Chairman for an opinion, was that the criteria was not met as it did not meet the terms of the Planning Act (2008) and CIL Regulations (2010) in that it did not reflect the priorities of the Council and local community within the Parish Council area; did not have community backing and did not benefit the broadest section of the community.

(d) Flower Baskets 2027/28
Having firstly noted that a decision on the following matter would impact on the Budget for the coming year and taking into account that
i.  as previously advised, following the required tri-annual Load Testing by Kent County Council in 2026 five streetlight columns were assessed as being unable to carry the weight of watered flower baskets
ii. the ten planted half-baskets had been taken to Oakfield Park and placed on the railings of the Pavilion where they had been maintained by the Parish Groundsman
iii. the previous Load Testing in 2023 resulted in four streetlight columns being similarly assessed making a total reduction of nine unusable streetlight columns and the corresponding number of missing floral displays across the Parish and
iv. although the next Load Testing is not due until 2029, an annual permit to place baskets on streetlight columns has to be obtained from Kent County Council at a current cost of £29
The following options were considered -
i. in view of the diminishing number of streetlight columns able to be used, the hanging of flower baskets is to continue, or the displays restricted to the Village Gates, the trough outside of the Memorial Hall and the baskets on the Heritage Centre wall with the planting and maintenance undertaken by the Parish Groundsman or
…ii. an attempt be made to identify streetlight columns to replace the nine Load Testing failures, noting that these would need to be Load Tested at a current cost of £35 per column with no Provision     made in this year’s Budget or
iii. all floral displays be discontinued thereby providing a saving of approximately £6,500 in next year’s Budget
After discussion, including the methodology of the ‘Load Testing’, it was agreed that, as the Flower Baskets enhanced the community, they should be retained in some form with the general consensus that those currently in situ should remain; however, it was agreed that, following an offer by County Councillor Cecil to obtain more detail of the load testing a final decision would be deferred until the October Meeting of the Council
(e) [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Community Resilience Plan
	
The requirement for Parish Council’s to adopt and maintain a Community Resilience Plan in support of the Borough Council’s Resilience Plan was noted

(f) Community Resilience Plan – Operation

The exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 was agreed

(g) Co-Option

Having received confirmation that the applicant was eligible to fill the Casual Vacancy for Central Ward that had arisen following the resignation of Councillor S Brown the co-option of Ben Murrell was approved and the Councillor was invited to sign the Acceptance of Office Form. Councillor B Murrell was handed the required Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, Data Protection and Code of Conduct forms for completion 

(h) South & Southeast in Bloom Awards Presentation

It was noted that, under the delegated authority granted ay the July Meeting of the Council, two tickets had been ordered for the Awards Presentation at RHS Wisley on 25th September and agreed that Councillor Mann and his wife would attend to represent the Parish Council

(i) Playground Inspections

Receipt of the Playground Inspection Annual Reports for both Oakfield Park and Chestnut Grove was noted
Having noted the results, it was agreed that no action would be taken other than monitoring those items of equipment as identified in the Report
The item led to a question as to whether the previously reported Anti-Social Behaviour in and around ‘Rubber Park’ had abated and was advised that the incidents had ceased
(j) Pavilion Electricity

It was noted that, following an increase in the Pavilion Electricity charges and the absence of an explanation (including clarification of the payments generated form the Pavilion’s Solar Panel) from the Supplier, letters had been sent to the Supplier’s Chief Executive Officer and the Managing Director – Customers
The response had been to direct the Council to the EDF Department that had failed to respond to previous correspondence. A further approach to the EDF’s CEO (copied to the Managing Director) had been made
(k) Remembrance Day Service

It weas noted that the arrangements for the Remembrance Day Service were in hand

As the Chairman was unable to attend it was agreed that Councillor Mann would represent the Parish Council 
(l) October Meeting of the Council
It was agreed that, due to the Clerk’s Leave, the next Meeting of the Council be moved from Wednesday 7th October to Wednesday 14th October
(m) Oakfield Park Football

It was noted that Dartford Royals Football Club had advised on 25th August 2026 that, having found a larger venue, the Club no longer required the use of Oakfield Park of a weekend and would be removing the Club’s Goal Posts and returning the keys to the External Toilets. It was further noted that this would impact on the 2026/27 Budget where a provision has made for an income of £2,000 but partly offset by the late payment of £900 for 2025/26
The Clerk informed Members that the advice of a qualified Groundsman was that the football playing area should not be used for ‘match play’ for at least a year to allow the grass to recover from past heavy use
It was therefore agreed that any approach for the use of Oakfield Park by another Club would come to Full Council to consider to take into account of the advice given, access to the Pavilion; additional cleaning costs; the required purchase of Goal Posts and the time/cost on the marking of pitches

(n) Bus Shelter Grant
Receipt of details of the availability of a Grant from Kent County Council to install, replace or refurbish Bus Shelters to a 50% match-funding maximum of £4,000 for a new or replacement Shelter or 50% match-funding maximum of £2,500 for the refurbishment of a Shelter was noted. It was further noted that a ‘Bus Shelter’ provision of £2,000 was made in the 2026/27 Budget
It was agreed that the Council’s financial position could not sustain the cost of a new or replacement Shelter but that the Shelter opposite The Rosemay Centre on the High Road was in urgent need of repair which needed to be addressed
Having noted that the closing date for Applications was 31st October 2026 the Clerk was instructed to obtain a quote for the required work to the High Road Shelter for consideration at the October Meeting of the Council




10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Agreed Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority prior to the Meeting                                            (NB – Bracketed date is the close of Consultation)

Planning Applications received were considered and the Clerk instructed to submit any comments/objections made to the Planning Authority

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437][bookmark: _Hlk227664965][bookmark: _Hlk62388164]DA/26/00794/FUL - 78 Joydens Wood Road, Bexley                                          

Erection of a front dormer extension, and single storey side and rear wrap around extension (5th August2026)

ii. DA/26/00811/FUL – 1A Wallis Close, Wilmington                                                            

Demolition of existing garage/workshop outbuilding and erection of
single storey ancillary outbuilding to be used to provide ancillary accommodation to the main dwelling (6th August 2026)

iii. DA/25/01314/FUL – Landscape Centre, Provender Nursery, Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                 Provision of access tracks for existing horticultural use
(Retrospective application) and proposed improved access
from Birchwood Road (NB – Revision being revised description and amended plans) (7th August 2026)

Council’s agreed response submitted 27th July 2026 - Whilst  the Parish Council has no objection to the proposed retention of the tracks there is concern over the tacit agreement by the Applicant to allow Plymouth Brethren Church to allow access of the track leading to Birchwood Road for up to 14 days a year,
Within Section 6.9 of the Planning Statement are the following words ' There are no implications .....or indeed any implications in terms of potential impact on the local highway network'. The Church already use the track for egress onto Birchwood Road and, on such occasions, stewards illegally control the traffic flow on Birchwood Road causing significant delays for road users.

The Parish Council therefore objects to the use of the track by the Church and seeks a Condition restricting the use to only vehicles connected with the Provender Nursery business operation.

iv. DA/26/00798/FUL 40 Fernheath Way, Wilmington                 

Erection of a single storey rear/side extension and loft conversion comprising alterations to roof to provide dormer window in rear elevation, window in gable and roof lights in front roof slope

v. DA/26/00553/FUL – Turnagain Lodge, Hook Green Lane, Wilmington                                                                              

Demolition of existing dwelling and kennels and cattery and erection of three detached dwellings. 3 detached garages and associated parking, access and amenity space (13th August)


vi. DA/26/00593/COU – 11 Hulsewood Close, Wilmington                                        

Change of use of existing Mobile Home to be used for short term lets and ancillary accommodation (Sui Generis) (13th August)

vii. DA/26/00794/FUL – 78 Joydens Wood Road, Bexley                         

Erection of a front dormer extension, and single storey side and rear wrap around extension (Revised plans and statement) (12th August)

viii. DA/26/00832/FUL – 118 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                       

Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of a single storey rear extension (12th August)

ix. DA/26/00863/RCON – Lucky Stones, Rowhill Road, Wilmington 

Demolition of existing house and erection of a detached 5 
         bedroom house with an attached double garage (Removal of
         condition 3 of planning permission DA/99/00802/FUL to
         restore full permitted development rights for existing dwelling) (17 August)

x. DA/26/00873/FUL – 15 Wood Close. Bexley 

Erection of a single storey rear/side extension (20th August)

xi. DA/26/00898/TPO – 11 Manor Close Lane, Wilmington                         

Application for Beech tree - Prune back to previous cut points (approx 2.5 metres of new growth), subject to Tree Preservation Order No.8 2006 (25th August)

xii. DA/26/00859/FUL – 217 Hawley Road. Dartford 

Erection of a part two/part first floor extension and loft conversion to convert the existing property into 5 no. self-contained flats  (1st September)

xiii. DA/26/00904/FUL – Temple Sheen. Rowhill Road, Wilmington   
Demolition of existing dwelling and outbuildings and erection of a dwelling with associated access, parking and landscaping
xiv. DA/26/00995/FUL – 85 Chestnut Grove, Wilmington
Erection of single storey side and rear wrap around extensions
xv. DA/26/00938/FUL – 27 Powder Mill Lane. Wilmington                                                                                                                       

Alteration to roof pitch on the first-floor rear projection and walls raised to match the new roof and addition of a new window

xvi. DA/26/00999/FUL – 42 Wilmington Court Road, Wilmington                                       
Erection of a first-floor side extension, together with of existing flat roof areas over porch and bay window with pitched roof                                               
11. [bookmark: _Hlk115082563]Chair’s Updates

The Chairman mentioned the disappearance of the sign at the entry to Oakfield Park to prohibit vehicles using the Pavilion Car Park. The Clerk advised that the metal sign had been stolen but would source a replacement
12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

[bookmark: _Hlk99631422]None

13. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

The following decisions made by the Planning Authority were noted being -

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197][bookmark: _Hlk188610072][bookmark: _Hlk193448941][bookmark: _Hlk196301208]DA/26/00534/FUL – 21 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                        Permission Granted
ii. DA/26/00542/FUL -51 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                   Permission Granted
iii. DA/26/00601/FUL – 43 Edwin Road, Wilmington                                                 Permission Granted
iv. DA/26/00598/FUL – 7 Whitehead Close, Wilmington                                                         Permission Granted
v. DA/26/00641/FUL – Casa Mia, Garden Place, Wilmington                                     Permission Granted
vi. DA/26/00623/FUL – 64 Tredegar Road, Wilmington                                        Permission Granted
vii. DA/26/00520/FUL – 158 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley                                            Permission Refused
viii. DA/26/00814/NONMAT – 51 Birchwood Road, Wilmington
Non-Material Amendment Accepted
ix. DA/26/00661/FUL - 32 High Road, Wilmington                                                       Permission Granted

(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged

i. DA/26/00464/FUL - Pittsfield, High Road, Wilmington
(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None






(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]Other items received or actions taken were noted or endorsed as appropriate being –

i. [bookmark: _Hlk215221690]having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of Issue 9 of the Road Safety & Active Travel Group Newsletter was noted
ii. it was noted that one resident had volunteered to act as a volunteer PROW Warden
iii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting an invitation to a virtual RSATG Seminar on 9th July 2026 was noted
iv. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of Kent & Medway Local Nature Recovery Strategy Newsletter (July 2026)) was noted 
v.  having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting receipt of a letter from Dartford Borough Council’s Chief Executive regarding the Government’s decision on the Local Government Reorganisation was noted 
vi.  having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting,  
          receipt of the Kent Police Crime & Commissioner’s July 2026 Newsletter was noted
vii. receipt of notice from London Borough of Bexley’s of the adoption of the Borough’s Design Guide Part 2 Supplementary Planning Document was noted
viii.  the circulation to Members of information regarding a proposed Cross Boundary development the majority of which falls in Sevenoaks District with only access and highway issues of concern to the Parish Council (NB – No action required at present as only an ‘Outline Application’ has been made) was noted
ix. the receipt of an invitation for the Council to nominate a ‘community hero’ to attend the Mayor of Dartford’ Garden Party at the Open-Air Theatre on 6th September 2026 and the nominations of D Cave and K Scott were endorsed
x. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting with a note that any response by a Member is to be in his/her personal capacity receipt of an NHS Service Survey was noted
xi. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of Kent County Council’s Highway Work Programme 2026/27 – 2030/31 was noted
xii. it was noted that a Joydens Wood resident had been nominated by the Council to attend the Mayor of Dartford’s Graden Party in recognition of his service to the community
xiii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of S&SEiB’s August Newsletter was noted
xiv. it was noted that Oakfield Park Pavilion was to be used as a ‘free of charge’ venue for a KCC Safer Road Users Mature Drivers & Passengers Course on a date to be arranged
xv. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of an invitation to attend Dartford & Gravesham Health NHS Trust Annual General Meeting on 8th September 2026
xvi. damage to the trampoline element of the Chestnut Grover was noted. It was further noted that the damaged component, able to be replaced by the Parish Groundsman, had been ordered at a cost of £101.50 net of VAT 
          
Following publications were available for Members – 
i. Clerks & Councils Direct July 2026
ii. The Clerk - July 2026



There being no further business the Meeting closed at 8.40pm


Signed ……………………………………….
Chairman


14th October 2026
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