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WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 7th January 2026
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Councillors Present – Councillors D Mann (Chairman), T Jones (Vice-Chairma), M Peters,                       D Bowman and A Sandhu
Also Present – County Councillor A Cecil, Borough Councillor S Ridley and the Clerk to the Council
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillors S Brown and T Jones
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

No Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest were made

3. Public Participation 
[bookmark: _Hlk62475712]None

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 
Borough Councillor A Sandhu advised that he was organising the Mayor of Dartford’s Charity Curry Night details of which had recently been circulated to Members of the Parish Council
Borough Councillor M Peters advised that the Borough Council’s Christmas events had been well supported and that details of the Local Government Reorganisation were awaited. Councillor Peters informed Members that, in her role as the Parish Council’s Representative on the London Green Belt Council, she had attended a remote meeting at which issues around development in the Green Belt was the main topic. Councillor Peters advised that she had taken up the question of road line-marking outside the shops with Kent County Council but had been told that this was a matter for Dartford Borough Council. This was confirmed by Members and the Clerk with the proviso that the County would be responsible for signing-off any resultant Traffic Regulation Order
Borough Councillor S Ridley reported that the confusion around the issue of Fixed Penalty Notices under Section 132 of the Highways Act had been resolved and that notifications of revocation were awaited. Councillor Ridley further reported that Dartford Borough Council Officers had advised him that signage for the Schools was a matter for Kent County Council and a response form the County Highways Officer was awaited. 
County Councillor A Cecil advised that –

· the Neighbourhood Watch signs had been purchased and would shortly be displayed around Joydens Wood
· the placing of signs advising drivers that they were approaching the Junior School was being pursued
· concerns had been expressed by residents of Silver Birch Close regarding the drainage work that was being undertaken but had been advised that the work was necessary despite the inconvenience
· work had been arranged to deal with a dip in a road at Red Lodge Crescent although the cause was unknown
· Walnut Tree Avenue issues remained a ‘work in progress’
· an emergency Joint Transportation Board meeting to discuss the Governments Bus Grant to the County Council was to be held
· an update on the Summerhouse Library Café was awaited from Kent County Council
· signs were to be placed in Rowhill Road regarding the unlawful closure of a Public Right of Way
· a tour of the County Ward had been undertaken with the identified potholes reported to Highway Services via the online facility on the County Council website

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]The Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th December 2025 were approved and adopted as a true record
6. Urgent Items

The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed

7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Financial Statements for the month ended 31st December 2025 were approved

In response to a query regarding the Ledger entries under ‘Streetlights’ the Clerk explained that one was for the appointed Scouting/Maintenance Contract and the other for the electricity supply

(b) Internal Control

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Statement of Internal Control was adopted without amendment

(c) Risk Management Plan Assessment

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Risk Management Plan Assessment was adopted without amendment

(d) 2025 Internal Audit Plan

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Internal Audit Plan was adopted without amendment

(e) Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) Membership

The renewal of the Clerk’s SLCC membership at a fee of £253.00 was agreed

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)
(a) The Rosemary Centre - Update

No update regarding the development of the site had been received from the Developer. The Clerk explained that the time limit for the marketing for a commercial use of the Site was due to expire at the end of January and that an update would be sought for inclusion on Agenda for the February Meeting of the Council

(b) Highways Improvement Plan (‘HIP’)
No report from the HIP Working Group was made as, due to the Christmas/New Year break, the Group had not met.  The Clerk sought and obtained the agreement of the Member on the Working Group present at the Meeting for the Working Group Members’ e-mail addresses to be given to County Councillor A Cecil and Borough Councillor S Ridley for a meeting of interest parties to be arranged in due course
(c) 2026 Big Spring Clean 
Following the decision made at the December Meeting of the Council, it was noted that the period for the 2026 Keep Britain Tidy's Big Spring Clean/Great Big School Clean was 13th to 29th March and that the Council would pledge support once registration opened on 14th February 2026. 
It was further noted that the Schools within the Parish would be encouraged to participate in the Great Big School Clean and that any School participating would be asked to advise the Council 
Discussion on the form of the Council’s participation was deferred to the February Meeting of the Council but it was agreed that the arrangements should be easily managed









9.  Items for Discussion

(a) [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Co-Option for Casual Vacancies 

It was noted that confirmation had been received from Dartford Borough Council’s Electoral Services that no election had been called for any of the three Casual Vacancies (Birchwood, Leyton Cross and Orange Tree Wards) and that the co-option process had commenced with applications to be considered at the February Meeting of the Council.

The Clerk advised that as at the date of the Meeting four expressions of interest had been received and that, in response, Application Forms had been sent

(b) South & South East in Bloom

It was noted that Dartford Cricket Club had, in response to the agreed approach made following the December Meeting of the Council, advised that an alternative watering system was neither practical nor financially viable
          
It was agreed that the Council would enter the 2026 Parish in Bloom     Competition at a cost of £65

The Clerk advised that permission to display the Plaque commemorating this year’s Gold Award was awaited from Kent County Council

(c) Cricket Strip

Having noted that any subsequent action would need the involvement of Dartford Cricket Club, an offer from Dartford Borough Council to install a new Cricket Strip in Oakfield Park with all associated costs (approximately £15k) to be met by the Principle Authority was considered and accepted in principle

The Clerk was authorised to discuss the matter further with Dartford Borough Council’s Park & Open Spaces Officer and the Secretary of Dartford Cricket Club

(d) Monks Orchard Tree Work

It was noted that although having no responsibility for the trees that are on the unregistered land on either side of the Public Right of Way linking Oakfield Lane to Oakfield Park (DR103), Kent County Council have undertaken and are paying for the work as the trees presented a danger to the users of the PROW

It was further noted that, although the trees were subject to a Tree Preservation Order (95/00342/TPO), the work was exempted from requiring Planning Permission having been determined as an emergency due to a tree having fallen across the PROW with others within the ‘Groups’ presented an immediate danger ; however, the required 5-Day Emergency Notice had been obtained from Dartford Borough 




10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Agreed Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority prior to the Meeting

Planning Applications received were considered and the Clerk instructed to submit any comments/objections made to the Planning Authority

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437][bookmark: _Hlk62388164]DA/25/01415/FUL – 61 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                Erection of a wraparound ground floor extension, forming a roof terrace at the loft level

ii. DA/25/01453/FUL – 81 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                              Erection of a part ground floor/part first floor rear extension, including replacement of roof and internal alterations

iii. DA/25/01313/FUL - Hayden Youth Association Leyton Cross Road Wilmington                                                                                             Refurbishment and extension of a 3G Artificial Grass Pitch (AGP) with perimeter fencing, hardstanding areas, storage container, floodlights, an access footpath and associated bund                                                                        Having noted that the Site was not in the Parish and considered a Briefing Paper circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting; it was agreed that the following comments would be submitted to the Planning Authority –
Whilst having no objection in principle to the proposed refurbishment and extension of a 3G Artificial Grass Pitch the Parish Council has concerns that there may be an adverse impact on the quality of life for the residents of the neighbouring properties by reason of possible noise and light pollution and increased traffic movement and parking pressures on the local road network.
The Parish Council notes that these concerns have been addressed in the comprehensive Planning Statement submitted in support of the Application but would ask the conclusions drawn in the Statement are vigorously tested and, if appropriate, challenged.
The Parish Council accepts that the concerns can be mitigated or overcome by the imposition of conditions such as setting a maximum light level, restricting the hours of operation and
requiring some form of traffic management in particular at any cross-over period between the ending of one session and the commencement of the next and trust that, should the Officers recommendation be one of approval, that such conditions are imposed.
The Parish Council accepts that the proposed development would not affect the openness of the Green Belt for the reasons stated in the Planning Statement.
In conclusion, the Parish Council agrees with the many Representations already made that Hayden Youth Association provides a valuable community asset and that, provided properly managed, the enhanced facility would contribute to the mental and physical wellbeing of a great number of young people. 
iv. [bookmark: _Hlk115082563]DA/260002/FUL – 4 Langworth Close, Wilmington                                                            Erection of a single story side extension 

v. DA/25/01465/ADV – 10 Birchwood Parade, Woodside Drive, Wilmington                                                                                                                Display of 1 no. front LED screen inside shop window
11. Chair’s Updates

The Chairman reported that at the last meeting of the Borough and Parish Forum the traffic issues in the area of Common Lane/Wilmington Court Road and Tredegar Road were raised. It was noted that Borough Councillor S Ridley and County Councillor A Cecil were to meet with the Beat Officer who had agreed for his e-mail address to be made available to residents 
           
12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

Councillor A Sandhu advised that a meeting with High Road residents would be held shortly to which County Council A Cecil and Borough Councillor S Ridley would be invited

[bookmark: _Hlk99631422]In response to a question from the Chairman the Clerk confirmed that, as instructed at the December Meeting of the Council, a letter of appreciation for his services to the community had been sent to the Joydens Wood resident 

13. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

[bookmark: _Hlk202781505]Planning Decisions made by the Borough Council were noted being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197][bookmark: _Hlk188610072][bookmark: _Hlk193448941][bookmark: _Hlk196301208]DA/25/01153/FUL – 5 Rosewood, Wilmington                                       Permission Granted
ii. DA/25/01238/TPO – Wilmington Manor Nursing Home, Common Lane, Wilmington                                                                                        Consent Granted
iii. DA/25/01146/FUL – 132 High Road, Wilmington                                     Permission Granted
iv. DA/25/01184/FUL – 20 Capel Place, Wilmington                            Permission Granted
v. DA/25/01175/FUL – 1 Alfan Lane, Wilmington                                    Permission Granted
vi. DA/25/01193/FUL – 1 The Close, Wilmington                                      Permission Granted
vii. DA/25/00760/VCON - Former Lynch Plant Hire And Former Ambulance Station Hawley Road Dartford                                           Permission Granted
viii. DA/25/01286/FUL – Burnt Oak House, Rowhill Road, Wilmington Permission Granted
ix. DA/25/01436/NONMAT - 83 Birchwood Road, Wilmington Amendments Rejected
x. DA/25/01234/FUL – 22 Albert Road, Wilmington                                     Permission Granted


(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged
[bookmark: _Hlk193448978]None

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None
(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]Other items received or actions taken were noted or endorsed as appropriate being –

i. [bookmark: _Hlk215221690]having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, details of an incident that occurred in Oakfield Park on 21st December and reported to the police were noted. It was further noted that the matter was being investigated by the police. It was agreed that contact be made with the police to stress that there was a cost to the Council arising from the Criminal Damage 
ii. due to the Christmas/New Year Break the absence of a written Report from the Community Warden was noted. It was further noted that 70 children had benefitted from the Toy Appeal. The Clerk was asked, on behalf of Members, to thank the Community Warden for the best wishes extended to Members for 2026 
iii. the Clerk advised that following the recall by Peugeot of the Parish Van for a diagnostic report the vehicle was currently with the Peugeot Dealer with the result awaited


There being no further business the Meeting closed at 7.37pm

Signed …………………………………………
            Chairman
Date 4th February 2026
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