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WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Agenda for the Meeting to be held on Wednesday 1st April 2026
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
AGENDA
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman to draw attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
None at the time of distribution
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest
To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest.

3. Public Participation 
To note or respond to any concerns raised or questions asked by residents in writing or in person prior to or at the Meeting 

[bookmark: _Hlk62475712]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters be noted or that the Clerk acts on any decision made

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

To receive verbal reports from the Parish Representatives on Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council 

RECOMMENDATION – That the verbal reports be noted

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
 To approve and adopt the Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th March 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]RECOMMENDATION – That the Minutes be approved and adopted as a true record

6. Urgent Items

The Chairman to announce that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed

7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

To approve the Financial Statements for the month ended 31st March 2026 to be tabled at the Meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk62388060][bookmark: _Hlk69904174][bookmark: _Hlk94084271]RECOMMENDATION – That the Statements be approved

(b) KSS Air Ambulance Charity

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting to receive a request for a donation from KSS Air Ambulance Charity

RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with the Decision made
 
(c) Streetlights Contract Renewal

Having noted a proposed 4% increase in the annual Streetlight Scouting/Maintenance contract to approve the renewal of the contract which result in a rise of approximately £50.00

RECOMMENDATION – That the contract be renewed

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)
(a) The Rosemary Centre 

To receive a report of the Public Consultation held on 27th March 2026 regarding the proposed development 

RECOMMENDATION – That the report be noted
(b) 2026 Big Spring Clean 
To receive a report on the Big Clean Spring held on 14th March 2026

RECOMMENDATION – That the arrangements be noted

(c) Pavilion Keyholder 

To appoint a Member as the contact for the Pavilion in the event of the alarm being triggered with no employee on site 

RECOMMENDATION – That a Member be appointed and that the Clerk notifies the Alarm Company
(d) Use of Oakfield Park

Having been deferred from the March Meeting for further information to be provided and noting that there had been no response to consider the request for the use of Oakfield Park for a Charity Fun Day to be closed

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be closed

(e) Chestnut Grove MultiPlay Installation

To receive a verbal report on the site meeting with Dartford Borough Council Officer’s and the Contractor on 16th March 2026

RECOMMENDATION – That the report be noted

(f) Wilmington Fair 2026

i. To note that the required Event Notification has been submitted to Dartford Borough Council and a Temporary Event Notice obtained at a cost of £21.00
ii. Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of the Minutes of the Fair Committee Meeting held on 17th March 2026

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted

9. [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Items for Discussion

(a) Membership of the Highways Improvement Plan (HIP) Working Group

To consider a change in the membership of the HIP Working Group which is currently Councillors S Brown, T Jones and D Bowman

RECOMMENDATION – That any change be noted

(b) Road Safety & Active Travel Group (RSATG) Seminar 

To note that the Agenda for the RSATG Seminar on 21st April 2026 has been forwarded to Councillor J Denne

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted
(c) Local Government Reorganisation Consultation (‘LGR Consultation’)
Having received the support of Members, to note that the agreed response to the LGR Consultation was submitted to Government on 16th March 2026 (See Appendix A)
RECOMMENDATION – That the submission of the response be noted



(d) Garden Competition 2026
To -
i. note that, at the Meeting of the Council held on 2nd July 2025, it was agreed that, despite the disappointing entry for the inaugural Competition held that year, the Competition would continue in future years but in a different form and
ii. decide whether, despite the decision made at the earlier Meeting, a Competition is to be held in 2026 and, if so, in what form
RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made
(e) Memorial Hall CCTV

To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the following items of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk224637951]Next Meetings of the Council

To note that – 

i. the next Meetings of the Council will be on Wednesday 6th May 2026 with the Annual Meeting commencing at 7.00pm to be immediately followed by the May Meeting and
ii. at the Annual Meeting the Chairman will present the Council’s Annual Report; the Chairman and Vice-Chairman will be elected and the Representatives on Outside Bodies appointed

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted

(g)  Damaged Bus Shelter

Having circulated details of the damage caused by vandalism to the Bus Shelter on Birchwood Road to Members in advance of the Meeting, to decide whether the glazing is to be replaced noting that all other Bus Shelters in the Parish for which the Council is responsible are un-glazed

RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made











(h) 2025 Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) – Assertion 10

1.To note that – 

a. The 2025 AGAR has introduced a requirement that the Internal Auditor asserts that –

· the Council has the recommended ‘.gov.uk’ domain
· the Council has at least one clerk/Authority owned domain
· every Member has a secure dedicated e-mail address separate from any personal account and
· the Council has an up-to-date Information Technology and Privacy Policy

b. the Council meets the majority of the above other than one Member not yet having a dedicated Council e-mail address and that the Council’s Information Technology and Privacy Police requires updating. To further note that the Member has been advised of the need to set up a dedicated Council e-mail address and the adoption of the updated Policy in accordance with the National Association of Local Council’s model will be sought at Agenda Item 9(h)

c. whilst not a requirement, it is deemed ‘best practice’ for a Council to work toward all Members and staff having ‘.gov.uk’ e-mail address

d. HugoFox, the Council’s current website/domain provider is offering ten (10) ‘gov’uk’ –mail addresses at a monthly cost of £17.49 (net of VAT)

2. To agree that dedicated ‘gov’uk’ addresses be obtained for all Members

RECOMMENDATIONS – That (1) the above matters be noted and (2) that a dedicated e-mail address be set up for each Member
            
(i) Information Technology and Privacy Policy

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting and noting that it is in accordance with the National Association of Local Council’s model, to adopt the Information Technology and Privacy Policy

RECOMMENDATION – That the Policy be adopted

(j) Emergency Keyholder – Oakfield Park Barrier

Following a delay in accessing the Park by Kent Fire & Rescue in connection with the landing of the Air Ambulance in respect of a Road Traffic Accident, to consider an offer by a resident to hold a key to the Oakfield Park Barrier

RECOMMENDATION – That a barrier key be given to the resident

10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Agreed Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority prior to the Meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk62388164]None as at date of distribution
                                                                                    
11. [bookmark: _Hlk115082563]Chair’s Updates

To receive any updates from the Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk62388128][bookmark: _Hlk123725970]RECOMMENDATION – That any updates be note
      
12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

To receive any Ward Matters raised by Members
[bookmark: _Hlk62388145]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters raised be noted and, where a decision is required, for the Chairman to agree that it be accepted as an ‘Urgent Item’ or that it be included on the Agenda for the October Meeting of the Council
[bookmark: _Hlk99631422]




13. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

[bookmark: _Hlk202781505]To note decisions made by the Borough Council being –

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197][bookmark: _Hlk188610072][bookmark: _Hlk193448941][bookmark: _Hlk196301208]DA/26/00064/TPO – 52 Joydens Wood Road, Bexley                         Consent Granted
ii. DA26/00062/PDE – Temple Sheen, Rowhill Road, Wilmington                        No Prior Approval Required
iii. DA/26/00002/FUL – 4 Langworth Close, Wilmington                              Permission Granted
iv. DA/25/01324/CDNA – Former Lynch Plant Site and Ambulance Station, Hawley Road, Dartford                                                                           Details Approved
v. DA/26/00050/FUL – 19 Edwin Road, Wilmington                                   Permission Granted
vi. DA/25/01156/FUL – 194 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                      Permission Granted

(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged
[bookmark: _Hlk193448978]25/01316/FUL – Pittsfield, High Road, Wilmington

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None
[bookmark: _Hlk73449880]

(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate being –

i. [bookmark: _Hlk215221690]having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note Directions made under Article 4(1) regarding the change of use from a dwelling house to a House of Multiple Occupation
ii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of the slides from the Presentation at the London Green Belt Council on ‘The Green/Grey Belt Policy’
iii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of the London Borough of Bexley’s Consultation on the Draft Design Guide Part 2 Supplementary Planning Document 
iv. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of Dartford Borough Council’s updated Guide on Houses of Multiple Occupation
v. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt from a Walnut Tree Avenue Lead Resident of an update on the easing of issues in and around the Car Park
 
Following publications are available for Members
· Clerk & Council’s Direct – March 2026
· SLCC The Clerk – March 2026

















Agenda Item 9(c) – Appendix A
Local Government Reorganisation in KENT & MEDWAY 
Wilmington Parish Council (‘the Council’) is grateful for the opportunity of responding to the consultation on proposed Local Government Reorganisation in Kent and Medway. 
Without the funding or expertise required to undertake an independent analysis the Council has had to base this response by reference to the submissions made to Central Government; however as the tier of Government that works with residents on a day to day basis the Council knows and understands the local community and the need to ensure that, regardless of the form the Reorganisation  takes, effective and meaningful local representation  is of paramount importance. 
As a result, Wilmington Parish Council believes that this is  best achieved by Option 5A, proposed by Dartford Borough Council and Gravesham Borough Council which would create five Unitary Authorities across Kent and Medway. Whilst other Options propose fewer, larger Authorities the Council believes that by so doing this would result in decision-making being distanced from residents and drastically reduce local engagement which the Council considers to be a totally unacceptable concept. 
Of the remaining Options, the Council is totally opposed to Option 4D, which would divide Wilmington Parish between two separate Unitary Authorities. In response to a Parliamentary Question asked in June 2025 the Government’s response was ‘Parish and Town Councils are not in scope for LGR and will continue to operate as they do now which would clearly not be the case if Option D was followed as the Council would have to work with two Principal Authorities in such matters as planning, service delivery, funding and engagement. The Council accepts that this could be addressed by a subsequent Boundary Commission Review but, were there to be such a review and the Parish boundary realigned, the community, history and heritage of Wilmington would be lost. 
On a more general note, the Council considers that by decentralising decision-making and abolishing Borough and District Councils to create larger Unitary Authorities there is a risk of losing the local knowledge and understanding provided by those Authorities. 
In addition, a point that seems to have been missed when the proposed Reorganisation was announced was the critical role Parish Councils have in retaining local insight and community engagement. The Government has indicated that District and Borough Councils should work closely with Parish Councils throughout the reorganisation process. It is essential that Parish Councils are properly supported, consulted and empowered, with clear and meaningful engagement as new governance arrangements develop. 
In summary, the Council: 
· Accepts the principle of local government reform to improve efficiency and service delivery. 
· Supports Option 5A as the model that that would retain the important link between decision making and local communities. 
· Considers Option 4D to be unworkable for the Parish 
· Stresses the need to avoid diminishing local engagement and ensuring services remain accessible. 
· Stresses the need for much clearer information on the implications of reorganisation for Parish Councils, in such matters as roles, responsibilities, funding and working arrangements with new Unitary Authorities. 
The above comments were approved by Members of Wilmington Parish Council and submitted by the Clerk of the Council on behalf of the Council. 
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