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Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 1st July 2026
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Members Present – Councillors T Jones (Chairman), D Mann (Vice-Chairman), J Denne,                                 D Bowman and A Sandhu
Also Present – County Councillor A Cecil, Borough Councillor S Ridley, PC Shokar a resident* and the Clerk to the Council
*Note that 12 residents attended the Meeting in connection with Agenda Item 10(iv) but left before the substantive Agenda Items  
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7.02pm but then adjourned to enable those residents present to raise concerns and seek the Council’s view on Planning Application DA/26/00572/FUL.
The Chairman reconvened the Meeting at 7.25pm
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillor M Peters, T Elliott and S Narwan
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

No Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest were made

The Chairman welcomed PC Shokar, the Beat Officer for the Borough Wards of Joydens Wood, Heath, Maypole & Leyton Cross and a small area of Wilmington, to the Meeting and invited him to make a report on policing matters in Joyden Wood. Pc Shokar gave details of a number of recent incidents, the most recent of which was the arrest of three individuals in connection with a Cannabis Farm operation, and his involvement in the community in general
Pc Shokar said that one of the biggest problems experienced was the failure of residents and victims to report crime or incidents of anti-social behaviour believing that it sufficient to post something on social media; but accepted that the on-line reporting tool on the Kent Police website was not particularly easy to negotiate. Discussion followed as to how the Council could assist and it was agreed that any information or advice for residents given to the Clerk by PC Shokar would be posted on the Council’s social media.

A suggestion from the Clerk that Kent’s Police and Crime Commissioner be invited to a Meeting of the Council to discuss the problems around the reporting of crime and anti-social behaviour was accepted.

3. Public Participation 
None

4. Kent County Councillor and Dartford Borough Councillor Reports 

County Councillor A Cecil advised that he had responded to the consultation n the proposed development of The Rosemary Centre and had asked Kent Highways to submit a comment on the impact the development would have on the local infrastructure.

County Councillor then reported on or provided updates on a wide range of issues including Rowhill School site, Summerhouse Drive speeding, Summer House Drive Library Café, Hook Green Lane cutting of vegetation, Common Lane flooding, Joydens Wood Neighbourhood Watch signage, Grants made, TfL use of the Fastrack lanes, Kent Travel passes, Winter gritting & salt bins, School Travel Plans and Kents 2027/28 Budget Consultation

Borough Councillor S Ridley reported on his involvement in the following matters – Haydens Youth facility planning, replacement of Bus Shelter on Old Bexley Lane, revocation of Fixed Penalty Notices, non-emptying of Dog Bins on Tredegar Road and, in conjunction with County Councillor Cecil, School Travel Plans

Borough Councillor A Sandhu reported on his Mayoral duties, mentioning that his Charities for the year are Darent Valley Hospital, We Are Beams and the Armed Forces.
,
Borough Councillor Sandhu advised that a Dartford Night Market was to be held on 17th July and that he continued to be involved with the Hayden Youth facility

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 3rd June 2026 were approved and adopted as a true record
6. Urgent Items

The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed





7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Financial Statements for the month ended 30th June 2026 were approved

(b) Insurance
It was noted that, based on an annual charge of £370.54,a pro-rata additional premium of £137.05 had been paid to provide cover for the recently installed MultiPlay at Chestnut Grove 

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)
(a) Wilmington Fair 2026

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Fair Committee held on 16th June 2026 was noted.

It was further noted that the official opening of the 2026 Fair had been brought forward to 1.30pm and that the Chairman would welcome the Mayor at 1.15pm

Councillor A Sandhu advised that, at the last meeting of the Fair Committee the amount of work undertaken by the Clerk was acknowledged
(b) Chestnut Grove

The Clerk requested that the matter be deferred to the September Meeting of the Council as insufficient information was known at the present time. The deferment was agreed

(c) Public Rights of Way Warden

As agreed at the June Meeting of the Council and noting that there were approximately 20 Public Rights of Way/Paths in the Parish, consideration was given to seek a volunteer or volunteers to act as Wardens. It was agreed that a volunteer or volunteers would be sought to undertake regular inspections and to report any issues to the Clerk to the Council. The Clerk was instructed to place an article on the Parish Council’s website and Facebook Page 

(d) Waste Collection

It was noted that attempts to acquire a new contractor to collect the Parish Council’s waste from Oakfield Park had proved unsuccessful with the restricted road access given as the main reason for the negative responses but that a month’s extension to the contract with the existing Contractor had been negotiated. It was further noted that the Parish Council had been registered as a Lower Tier Waste Carrier at no cost but that access to the Transfer Station may be denied as depositing ‘Animal Waste’ was prohibited


Cont’d…………………….
It was however noted that, thanks to introductions made by County Councillor A Cecil, meetings had been arranged in the week commencing 29th June 2026 with four registered waste carriers. In view of the need for urgent action it was agreed that the relevant Financial Regulations be waived and, once quotes had been received, delegated authority be given to the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Clerk, to appoint a Contractor

County Councillor A Cecil was thanked for his assistance in seeking a resolution to the issue

9. Items for Discussion

(a) Grant/Donation Applications

The Clerk reported that no Grant/Donation applications had been received. The Clerk advised that applications would be invited in time for consideration at the October Meeting of the Council
 
(b) Delegated Authority
It was agreed that, in the absence of an August Meeting of the Council, delegated authority to make a decision on any matter be given to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman in conjunction with the Clerk during the period to the Meeting of the Council on 2nd September 2026
(c) South & South East in Bloom Competition

[bookmark: _Hlk233807757]A written report from Councillor S Narwan on the judge’s visit on 12th June 2026, circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, was noted. Thanks were recorded to Councillor Narwan for the report

(d) Councillor S Brown

The receipt of a notice of resignation from Councillor S Brown was noted. It was further noted that the required Notice of Casual Vacancy was published on 1st July 2026 with the deadline for the calling of an election accordingly being as confirmed by Dartford Borough Council’s Electoral Services Officer
10. [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Agreed Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority prior to the Meeting

Planning Applications received were considered by Members with due account taken of the Draft response to Item (iv) circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting and the Clerk instructed to submit any agreed comments/objections to the Planning Authority

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437][bookmark: _Hlk227664965][bookmark: _Hlk62388164]DA/26/00641/FUL Casa Mia, Garden Place, Wilmington 
                                                                                                                 
Erection of a first floor side extension above the existing garage

ii. DA/26/00623/FUL – 64 Tredegar Road, Wilmington                                       

Erection of a single storey side/rear extension

iii. DA/26/661/FUL – 32 High Road, Wilmington 
Provision of an extension to existing vehicle crossing onto B258
iv. DA/26/00572/FUL - 189 High Road, Wilmington
Change of use and conversion of existing former school building to 8 flats and the erection of 5 x 3 bed detached houses along with new wheelchair accessible ramp, enlarged vehicle access, car parking, cycle parking, refuse store and extensive landscaping (including communal area)   
Having noted that the draft response circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting reflected the comments made by residents prior to the Meeting, the submission of the response as drafted was agreed
The Parish Council has no objection in principle to the development of The Rosemary Centre site provided that the scheme not only reflects the heritage of the site (i.e. the former Victorian National School and the War Memorial) but is also sympathetic to its location in the centre of the village and takes into account the views of residents.
Before considering the proposals in depth the Parish Council wishes to correct the following errors in the Planning Statement –
· Dartford is not a ‘London Borough’ and
· The land on which the War Memorial is situated was in fact purchased from Kent County Council by the Parish and not the Borough Council
The Parish finds the description of the proposed housing being ‘detached’ misleading as they in effect terraced, albeit in a ‘staggered’ form.
Turning to the specifics of the proposed development, of direct concern to the Parish Council are the following–
1. The relationship between the development site and the land owned by the Parish Council within the site 
1. The protection of the heritage ‘Green Plaque’ marking the previous use of the site and
1. The protection of and access to the War Memorial during the development of The Rosemary Centre site
The Parish Council was grateful for the opportunity of engaging with the Applicant regarding the War Memorial and to agree the benefits of a landscaping scheme across the site to include the Parish Council land. To address the above concerns the Parish Council requests that -
· whilst the Parish Council supports the proposals for the Parish Council’s area of land around the War Memorial as contained in the Design Statement 1, to avoid any misunderstanding a Condition be imposed requiring the final hard and soft landscaping scheme to be approved by the Parish Council 

Cont’d…………………
· by either a Condition or an Informant, Memorandum of Understanding be executed regarding the future management and maintenance of the Parish Council land and
· a Condition be imposed to require the removal of the Green Plaque and that it be repositioned in a location to be approved by the Parish Council
· a Condition requiring (i) a protective screen around the War Memorial and (ii) access to the W during the development of the site
With regard to specific elements of the proposed development –
Use of Site
The Parish Council notes, but deeply regrets, the unsuccessful marketing of the site as a community facility and wonders if all avenues have been explored. The Parish Council is concerned that the ‘evidence’ submitted has a London focus rather than one on a community in a predominantly rural County
If the decision by the Planning Officer is that the marketing exercise undertaken by the Developer was exhaustive then the Parish Council accepts that the only viable use of the site would be residential; the alternative being that the site becomes a derelict eyesore in the heart of a rural community
The Parish Council welcomes the reduction in both the number of Flats and Houses but concerns remain that what is now proposed would still result in an overdevelopment with a cramped appearance. The Parish Council notes the claim that all required standards have been met and, should this be found to be so, accepts that there would be no grounds of refusal
The Parish Council is pleased that the former school building and that the design and character has been reflected in the proposed new dwellings
The Parish Council does have some concern over the closeness of the proposed row of terraced houses to properties in Whitehead Close and the possibility of overlooking and loss of privacy but accepts that this will be considered against the governing Policy
Disability Access
The Parish Council welcomes the proposed wheelchair accessibility ramp from High Road and acknowledges the benefit this would bring to those residents with a physical disability who currently struggle to attendi the Annual Service of Remembrance at the War Memorial
Affordable Housing
The Parish Council is disappointed that the proposed development makes no provision for Affordable Housing and asks that conclusion drawn in the Financial Viability Assessment is tested by the Planning Officer
Cont’d ………………….

Trees
The Parish Council deplores the loss of any trees especially those subject to a Tree Preservation Order but accepts that in a scheme such as proposed there has to be a compromise. The Parish Council notes that the number of trees to be planted far exceeds the number being removed; the Parish Council would however like to see a Condition imposed to ensure that the trees to be planted are mature native species and that they are subject of a 5-Year Management Plan
Car Parking
The Parish Council does not accept that the proposed parking arrangements are in accordance with the Parking Standards within Dartford Borough Council’s Local Plan since there is a need for a number of ‘visitor’ spaces to be off-site. This will put further parking pressures on an area that is already has difficulty in meeting demand resulting in the High Road being heavily congested with parking at a premium
Development Site Vehicular Access/Egress
The Parish Council notes the proposed improvement to the vehicular access/egress point but has concerns over –
· the sightlines onto Barn End Lane and
· the closeness to the double mini-roundabout at the Barn End Lane/High Road/Martin Road junction
The Parish Council believes that a development of 13 residences would result in daily traffic movement in excess of that projected by the Applicant.
The Parish Council accepts that what are technical considerations are a matter for Kent Highway Services
Public Transport
This part of the Parish is served only by Bus Route 477 which is operated by two Companies (GoCoach and Kent Country) neither of which provide a Sunday service with the service on other days ending in the early evening. The reference to other routes is misleading as they cannot be considered as being available for providing a regular service to residents of the development
In conclusion the Parish Council welcomes the development of The Rosemary Centre site provided that the expressed concerns are addressed with Conditions imposed or subject to further engagement with the Parish Council.                                                            
11. [bookmark: _Hlk115082563]Chair’s Updates

None
          





12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

Councillor D Mann reported on the positive presence of the Air and Sea Cadets at The Armed Forces Day Service held at St Michael and All Angels Church which he had attended on behalf of the Council
This led to reference being made to a message received by Councillor J Denne from the Charman of the Kent Youth Council regarding the funding and/or support given by the Council to youth projects. The Clerk said that, having been forwarded the message, a response had been sent to advise that the matter would be placed on the Agenda for the September Meeting of the Council 
13. [bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

Decisions made by the Planning Authority were noted being -

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197][bookmark: _Hlk188610072][bookmark: _Hlk193448941][bookmark: _Hlk196301208]DA/26/00370/FUL – 12 Rowlatt Close, Wilmington                                             Permission Granted
ii. DA/25/01465/ADV -10 Birchwood Parade, Woodside Drive, Wilmington                                                                                         Express Consent Granted
iii. DA/26/0464/TPO – Wilmington Manor Nursing Home, Common Lane, Wilmington                                                                                                     Consent Granted
iv. DA/25/01464/FUL - 10 Birchwood Parade, Woodside Drive, Wilmington                                                                                                 Permission Granted
v. DA/26/00469/CDNA – 194 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                     Details approved
vi. DA/26/00157/VCON – Former Lynch Plant Site & Ambulance Station, Hawley Road, Dartford                                                                                                                                                         Variation of Conditions Permitted
vii. DA/26/00529/LDC – 21 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                       Certified Lawful 
viii. DA/26/00490/FUL – 3 Church Field Wilmington                                           Permission Granted   
ix. DA/26/00464/FUL – Pittsfield, High Road, Wilmington                                 Permission Refused
x. DA/26/00566/TRCON – Homestead, Church Hill, Wilmington                             No objection 

(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged
None
(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None


(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None
[bookmark: _Hlk73449880]
(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]Other items received or actions taken were noted or endorsed as appropriate being –

i. [bookmark: _Hlk215221690]having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting receipt of the Crime & Police Commissioner’s June Newsletter was noted
ii. having been forwarded to Cllr M Peters as the Parish Representative, receipt of the notice of the Public London Green Belt Council Meeting on 25th June 2026 was noted
iii. having ascertained ownership of the land at the rear of Langworth Close from the Land Registry, it was noted that the owner had been advised of the damage to the boundary fence
iv. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of an invitation to a Neighbourhood Watch Webinar on Anti-Social Behaviour was noted
v. the report to The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark of a breach in a fence bordering PROW DR56 was noted
vi. the report to National Highways of damage to the fence around the A2 ‘Lagoon’ was noted 
vii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting receipt of a written report from Councillor M Peters of the remote meeting of the London Green Belt Council held on 26th June 2026 was noted
viii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the Community Warden’s report for June 2026 was noted





There being no other business the Meeting closed at 8.17pm
Signed ………………………………
            Chairman

Date – 2nd September 2026
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