   WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Agenda for the Meeting to be held on Wednesday 5th June 2024 
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
AGENDA
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman to draw attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
None at the time of distribution
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest.

3. Public Participation 
To note or respond to any concerns raised or questions asked by residents in writing or in person prior to or at the Meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk62475712]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters be noted or actions taken as appropriate

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

To receive verbal reports from the Parish Representatives on Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council 

RECOMMENDATION – That the verbal reports be noted

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
To approve the Minutes of the Meetings held on Wednesday 1st May 2024 
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]RECOMMENDATION – That the Minutes be approved and adopted as a true record

6. Urgent Items

The Chairman to announce that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed





     

7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

Having noted that the payments included one to Wilmington Community Church agreed at the November 2023 Meeting of the Council, to approve the Financial Statements for the month ended 31st May 2024 (To follow)

[bookmark: _Hlk62388060][bookmark: _Hlk69904174][bookmark: _Hlk94084271]RECOMMENDATION – That the Statement be approved

(b) Cambridge & Counties Bank Interest
To note that interest of £3,662.16 was credited to the Parish Council’s account with Cambridge & Counties Bank on 30th April 2024
RECOMMENDATION – That the interest credited be noted
(c) Financial Regulations
Having been approved by the Lead Member on Finance and circulated to Members in electronic form in advance of the Meeting, to adopt the revised Financial Regulations drafted to reflect changes in the National Association of Local Council’s model
RECOMMENDATION – That the revised Financial Regulations be adopted
(d) St Michael & All Angels Church Lower Burial Ground
Having provided Members with details of previous arrangements, to consider a request for payment to meet the cost of strimming the Lower Burial Ground
RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made with the proviso that, if the request approved (i) payments would be made on receipt of an invoice from the contractor and (ii) the total payments in the year ended 31st March 2025 be restricted to £540.00
(e) 2023/24 AGAR3 (Internal Audit)
1. [bookmark: _Hlk167780436]Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting and noting that two minor issues had been identified but which had not prevented the signing of the Report’ to receive and accept the 2023/24 Internal Auditors Report
2. To note that -the Internal Auditor had accepted that the Re-stated AGAR3 for the year ended 31st March 2023 was approved at the October 2023 Meeting of the Council but that the reason for the re-stating had not been recorded and advised that this omission needed to be addressed as follows - 
The reason for the restating of the AGAR3 for the year ended 31st March 2023 was to correct an anomaly over the basis of the Fixed Assets figure from the previous year and, to further note, that should a similar event arise in future a reason should be provided
RECOMMENDATION – That the Internal Auditor’s Report be accepted

(f) Exercise of Public Rights
To note that the Notice of Exercise of Public Rights to inspect and make copies of the 2023/24 Accounts was published on 3rd June 2024 with the period of that right ending on 15th July 2024
RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted
(g) [bookmark: _Hlk167862090]Fire Extinguisher Inspection
To note that the Annual Fire Extinguisher Inspection was conducted on 28th May 2024 at a cost of £956.23 due to a number of extinguishers having to be replaced
RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted 
8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

2022/23 Projects (Ongoing)
(a) Parish Noticeboards

To note that -

i. a quote is awaited from the Contractor for the agreed removal of existing noticeboards and the supply/replacement of the new noticeboards and
ii. [bookmark: _Hlk167171956]in respect of the KCC Members’ Community Grant Fund, the submission of the quote for the project has been requested 

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted 

(b) Pavilion Survey and Future
i. [bookmark: _Hlk151535408][bookmark: _Hlk126069052]To note that the required work in the Pavilion Loft has been completed at a cost of £700.00 
ii. Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of the report from Councillor Mann of his inspection of the Pavilion roof conducted on 1st May 2024
iii. To consider and make a decision on the following options regarding the necessary repairs –
1. Do nothing other than patch repairs, noting that this does not appear to be sustainable as the problems are escalating OR
2. Obtain a second opinion from an engineer or surveyor, noting that there there will costly fees and exploratory works involved OR
3. Accept the quoted repair cost, noting that this does not include the cost of scaffolding and that a response has yet to be received from the Solar Panel company
RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made

(c) Village Centre/Sign

To note that a meeting with a fabricator regarding the making at fitting of a metal frame to the existing post was held on 9th May 2024 and a report and recommendations are awaited 
 
RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(d) Speedwatch Scheme

To -

i. note that Borough Councillor George Holt had accepted an invitation to participate in the Scheme 
ii. note an article on ‘Speedwatch’ was posted on the Parish Council website on 15th May 2024
iii. note that seven residents have volunteered to participate in the Scheme with some seeking it be extended to include Barn End Lane and Shirehall Road
iv. receive a verbal report from the Lead Member

RECOMMENDATION – That Borough Councillor’s participation and the Lead Member’s report be noted 
[bookmark: _Hlk159400528]
(e) The Rosemary Centre

To note that –

· The Rosemary Centre was sold on 1st May 2024 to an unnamed purchaser 
· a decision on the nomination for the Centre to be designated as an Asset of Community Value had yet to be notified and
· Kent County Council’s Solicitors have recommended that the rights over the access stone steps and gates be retained by the County, as a result of which (i) responsibility for maintenance will be passed to the new owner as a feature of the retaining wall and (ii) any maintenance liability on the Parish Council will be lessened

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted

(f) Playground Equipment

To note that the re-painting of the playground equipment in Chestnut Grove and Oakfield Park has been completed

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted









9. Items for Discussion
(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives

(e) [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Wilmington Fair 2024

To note –

· having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Minutes of the Meeting of the Fair Committee held on 16th April 2024
· that all forms and supporting documents required by Dartford Borough Council submitted on 21st May 2024; however, in response to a request for further information, additional documentation was submitted on 31st May 2024
· that arrangements have been made with Dartford Borough Council for the delivery and collection of 10 Wheelie Bins for use on the day

RECOMMENDATION – That the actions taken be noted

(b) Parish Vehicle

To note that an essential repair to the Parish is required at a cost of £1,068.01   

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(c) Lower River Darent Strategy

To –

i. welcome the publication by Dartford Borough Council of the Lower River Darent Strategy but to note the absence of any reference to the stretch of river through the Parishes of Wilmington and Darenth and
ii. consider, jointly with Darenth and Sutton at Hone & Hawley Parish Councils, writing to Dartford Borough Council expressing disappointment that the Strategy only extends to Brookland Lakes

RECOMMENDATION – That the Strategy be welcomed and that the Clerk, jointly with the Darenth Parish Council Clerk, write to Dartford Borough Council

10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437]DA/24/00477/FUL – 214 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                      Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of a replacement detached dwelling comprising two storeys, a basement, rooms in the roof space to include dormer window in rear elevation, and a terrace with associated steps to the rear

ii. DA/24/00425/FUL – Wilmington Manor Lodge, Parsons Lane, Wilmington Erection of a two storey side and three storey rear extension

iii. DA/24/00498/FUL – St Michaels Church Hall, Church Hill, Wilmington Erection of a single storey side extension so as to create space for a wheelchair accessible toilet

iv. [bookmark: _Hlk167779593]DA/24/00599/FUL – 66 Fernheath Way, Wilmington                                                 Garage conversion with single storey rear and side wraparound extension and pitched roof over existing rear extension

v. DA/24/00359/FUL – 4 The Chennies, Wilmington                                                    Demolition of existing garage and erection of a single storey side and rear extension with additional front roof lights and additional window to existing rear dormer

[bookmark: _Hlk62388164][bookmark: _Hlk115082563]RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk submits any agreed comments or observation to the Planning Authority
11. Chair’s Updates

To receive any updates from the Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk62388128][bookmark: _Hlk123725970]RECOMMENDATION – That any updates be noted

12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

    To receive any Ward Matters raised by Members
[bookmark: _Hlk62388145][bookmark: _Hlk99631422]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters raised be noted and, where a decision is required, for the Chairman to agree that it be accepted as an ‘Urgent Item’ or that it be included on the Agenda for the October Meeting of the Council


13. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

To note decisions made by the Borough Council being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393]DA/24/00198/FUL – 14 Gothic Close, Wilmington                      Permission Granted
ii. DA/24/00248/FUL – 7 Alfan Lane, Wilmington                        Permission Refused
iii. DA/24/00318/FUL - Park Lodge, 1 High Road, Wilmington                                            Permission Granted
iv. DA/24/00214/FUL - Rosewood, 224B Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                  Permission Granted
v. DA/24/00346/FUL – 21 Brackendene, Wilmington        Permission Granted
vi. DA/24/00345/LDC – 21 Brackendene, Wilmington                             Certificate Refused
vii. DA/24/00342/FUL – 21 Brackendene, Wilmington     Permission Granted
viii. [bookmark: _Hlk167172197]DA/24/00396/TRCON – Sycamore, Church Hill, Wilmington No Objection
ix. DA/24/00336/TPO – Chestnuts, 128A Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                         Consent Refused
x. DA/23/01426/TPO – Wilmington Manor Nursing Home, Common Lane, Wilmington                                                            Consent Granted
(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged

i. DA/23/01017/FUL - 1 The Close, Wilmington
ii. DA/24/00248/FUL – 7 Alfan Lane, Wilmington

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate,                  being –
i. [bookmark: _Hlk151535693][bookmark: _Hlk159400489]having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of the notice of the adoption of the Dartford Local Plan to 2037
ii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of advice from KFRS on the development of the Council’s Community Emergency Plan
iii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of the S&SEiB April-May Newsletter
iv. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of the Kent Police & Crime Commissioner’s Spring 2024 Newsletter
v. having been circulated to Members of the Highways Improvement Plant Working Party, to note receipt from KCC of an updated Highway Information Pack 2024/25

[bookmark: _Hlk73449861]RECOMMENDATION – That the items received or the actions taken noted or endorsed as appropriate

The following publications are available for Members –
Clerks & Councils Direct – May 2024 Issue
The Clerk – May 2024
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