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This Policy is supported by the Sustainable Procurement and Biodiversity Supplements
Policy Statement
Wilmington Parish Council (‘the Council’) is committed to conducting its activities with a focus on environmental efficiency. The Council seeks to protect and enhance the local environment and biodiversity within our area of responsibility. Additionally, the Council endeavours to ensure that its operations do not lead to wider adverse environmental impacts.
The purpose of this Policy is to protect and enhance the wellbeing of residents in the Parish, both now and for future generations. By implementing sustainable practices within its own operations, the Council aims to lead by example and promote responsible management of local resources. The Council is committed to supporting and enabling the community to collaborate towards the sustainability principles outlined in this Policy. Through collective action and shared responsibility, the Council seeks to achieve long term environmental, social and economic benefits for all.
Background
The Parish Council recognises that a Climate Emergency has been declared at national, regional and local level.
The Council is committed to conducting operations in an environmentally efficient manner, with the objective of protecting and enhancing the local environment and biodiversity. The Council recognises the significance of national, regional and local emergency declarations and is dedicated to considering the environmental impact of all of its activities.
The Council will look to mitigate negative effects and promote positive outcomes related to climate change and biodiversity where practicable and financially viable.
Aims
To fulfil its responsibilities the Council will:
· Assess the environmental impact of operating its assets and procuring goods and services, including supplier environmental commitments
· Replace environmentally inefficient assets with sustainable alternatives where feasible
· Minimise consumption of resources, particularly regarding buildings, equipment and administration
· Employ contractors with active environmental policies
· Support local initiatives addressing climate change and biodiversity as resources allow
· Comply with a;; relevant environmental legislation and regulations
· Adopt strategic purchasing to prevent unnecessary waste, encourage recycling and reuse and ensure responsible waste disposal
· Explore the adoption of sustainable energy sources wherever possible
· Continually review and enhance standards in line with current best practice and emerging knowledge
