


   WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 1st May 2024 
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.15pm
MINUTES
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Present: Councillors S Brown (Chairman); T Jones (Vice-Chairman; M Peters; D Mann; S Parsons and A Sandhu

1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillors K Stealey, D Bowman, L Rock and T Jones for late arrival
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

 No Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest were made

3. Public Participation 
No concerns raised or questions asked by residents either in writing prior to or in person at the Meeting

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

Dartford Borough Councillor A Sandhu advised that certain aspects of the recently adopted Dartford Local Plan had caused concern to some residents

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 3rd April 2024 were approved and adopted as a true record
6. Urgent Items

The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed

7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

The Financial Statements for the month ended 30th April 2024 were approved






(b) Community Infrastructure Levy 
Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the position regarding the Community Infrastructure Levy payments held as at 31st March 2024 was noted. It was further noted that £1,887.06 needed to be spent (or the spend identified) by 9th May 2024 and £7,734.05 by 21st October 2024
(c) Reserves
Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the allocation of Reserves as at 1st April 2024 was approved
(d) Annual Governance Statement
Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Annual Governance Statement was approved for signature by the Chairman
(e) Accounts/AGAR3 for the Year Ended 31st March 2024
Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2024 were adopted and the AGAR3 Return approved for signing by the Chairman
(f) Hanging Baskets/Planters Contract Renewal
It was noted that the Contract with WindowFlowers had been renewed for 2024/25 at a cost of £5,995.00
Councillor T Jones arrived and apologised for her late arrival
(g) Mower
The purchase of a mower, with £3,250 of the cost of £4,470 being met from the proceeds of the sale of the tractor, was noted
(h) Laptop & Printer
The purchase of a Laptop and Office Printer at a total cost (including consumables) of £936.98 (nett) was noted. It was agreed that the cost be met from the CIL Payments held
(i) Precept & Government Support Grant

It was noted that the First Instalments of 2024/25 Precept £52,397.00 and Government Support Grant £659 had been received

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

2022/23 Projects (Ongoing)
(a) Parish Noticeboards

County Councillor A Sandhu advised that he had signed off the Parish Council’s Application for a £9,000 Grant toward the cost. The Chairman said

Cont’d ………………………


that the Parish Council’s noticeboards provided a significant means of 
communicating with residents and asked that sincere thanks be recorded to County Councillor Sandhu for his generous support

It was noted that –

1. details of permits required for the removal/replacement of noticeboards situation on Kent Highways land had been obtained and
1. permission had been given by JWCRA for the removal/replacement of the noticeboard on the Association’s land
                                         
The Clerk was given leave to engage with a contractor able to provide a complete service including sourcing a supplier; removing the existing noticeboards and installing the replacements [AP]
                                                       
(b) Pavilion Survey and Future
[bookmark: _Hlk151535408][bookmark: _Hlk126069052]Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, a written report from Councillor Mann on the Fire Safety Inspection was noted.
It was further noted that –
i. smoke alarms fitted; PAT tests arranged; Fire Risk Policy written and notices displayed
ii. note that an Electrical Installation Condition Inspection was undertaken on 28th February 2020 with the next inspection not due until 2025
Councillor D Mann reported that, having inspected the Pavilion roof, there was no alternative other than for the removal of the solar panels and carrying out whatever repairs were required. Councillor D Mann confirmed that he was seeking costings
It was agreed that, as the solar panels had to be removed for the roof repairs to be carried out, a meeting with the Company should be arranged as soon as was possible [AP]
(c) Village Centre/Sign

It was noted that confirmation had been received that the existing wooden post is sound and able to have the Village Sign in a metal frame attached to it. It was further noted that a meeting had been arranged with a fabricator on 9th May 2024 to explore the best way of framing the Village Sign and fixing it to the wooden post
 
(d) Bench(es) at St Michael & All Angels Church 

Following the decision made at the March Meeting of the Council, details of the preferred choice of bench(es) were noted and a contribution toward the cost of £450.00 was agreed. It was further agreed that the cost be met from CIL payments held [AP]






9. Items for Discussion

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives

i. [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Wilmington Fair 2024

It was noted that the Inflatables had been hired and payment of £205 made and that a Temporary Event Licence had been granted 

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of papers relating to the Meeting of the Fair Committee held on 16th April 2024 was noted

(b) [bookmark: _Hlk159400528]Trees

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the Tree Surveys undertaken at Chestnut Grove, Wilmington Common and Parsons Lane at a cost of £1,110.00 was noted

It was further noted that urgent work identified at Parsons Lane had been commissioned and completed at a cost of £750.00 

The results of the recent Surveys were considered and agreement given for the identified work at Wilmington Common, Chestnut Grove and Parsons Lane to be commissioned at a total cost of £6,080. In reaching this decision it had been noted that the 2024/25 Budget Provision for ‘Trees’ had been set at £7,500 and that the work, if commissioned, would make the total spend to date £9,870 with the overspend having to be taken from the Identified Tree Reserve [AP]

It was agreed that any future expenditure on ‘Trees’ would need to be closely monitored 

The Clerk was asked to provide Members with the matrix used by the Tree Surveyor to determine the time scales for identified work to be completed [AP]

It was agreed that in future the Surveys should be staggered to avoid the need for all identified work across the Parish to be carried out within a short time scale
 
(c) War Memorial

To consider the exclusion of the press and public for the item of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, Section 1(2). 

The Chairman confirmed that this item be moved and considered under the Urgent Item Agenda in order that Members of the public could be excluded due to the nature of business to be discussed.

(d) Consultation on Revised Validation and Guidance Required for KCC Planning Applications

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, it was agreed that no response to the Consultation would be made

(e) Fire Evacuation Plan

The Fire Protection Plan, noted as being based on a London Fire Brigade template, was approved. The Clerk was thanked for drafting the Plan

(f) The Rosemary Centre

It was noted that, as agreed by a majority of Members, a nomination had been made to Dartford Borough Council for The Rosemary Centre to be registered as an Asset of Community Value

An explanation of the situation regarding the sale of The Rosemary Centre had been posted on the Parish Council’s website and Facebook Page by the Clerk and that, in response to a request, full details had been provided by the Clerk to Dartford’s Member of Parliament. The Chairman thanked the Clerk for the action taken

It was noted that, despite the Parish Council nominating The Rosemary Centre as an ACV, Kent County Council had decided to proceed with the sale which had been achieved. The Clerk advised Members that Dartford Borough Council had advised that the decision on whether The Rosemary Centre would be designated as an ACV would be made no later than 17th June 2024
(g) Walk Once a Week
Having been circulated to members in advance of the Meeting, receipt from Kent County Council of details of the ‘Walk Once a Week’ scheme was noted.
         It was agreed that, in view of the financial cost to the Parish Council, no further information would be sought
(h) Speedwatch
Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt from Kent County Council of details of the ‘Speedwatch’ scheme was noted
It was agreed that, provided there was sufficient support from and involvement of residents, a scheme should be introduced on High Road. Councillor T Jones was appointed as Lead Member with support from Councillor A Sandhu in his capacity as Wilmington’s County Councillor. The Clerk was instructed to contact Dartford Borough Councillors G Holt and E Lampkin to invite one of them to participate.
Councillor T Jones, with support from Councillor S Brown, agreed to post an item on the Parish Council’s Facebook inviting residents to become involved with details also published on the Parish Council’s website. A report would be made at the June Meeting of the Parish Council.
It was agreed that the possible introduction of the scheme would not be included in the Parish Council’s Highways Improvement Plan
As an associated matter it was agreed that a report from the Highways Improvement Plan’s Working Party should be included on the Agenda for the June Meeting of the Parish Council [AP]
10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

Planning Applications received were noted as follows -

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437]DA/24/00396/TRCON – Sycamore, Church Hill, Wilmington                Notification for T1 - Sycamore tree- whole crown reduction reducing height to 8m & spread to 6m and T2 - Sycamore tree - to be felled/removed within Church Hill Conservation Area

ii. DA/24/00408/FUL – 15 Faesten Way, Bexley                                                                Erection of a single storey rear extension

iii. DA/24/00353/FUL – The Horse & Groom, 15 Leyton Cross Road, Wilmington Erection of a replacement cold store including extension to existing canopy

iv. DA/24/00214/FUL – Rosewood, 224B Birchwood Road, Wilmington                          Erection of a detached double garage and workshop to front garden

v. DA/24/00422/FUL – 10 Clayton Croft Road, Wilmington                                    Demolition of existing garage and erection of a single storey side extension

11. [bookmark: _Hlk115082563]Chair’s Updates

The Chairman expressed concern on the number of potholes on Common Lane and the need for the zebra crossing to be repainted. In his role as Wilmington’s County Member, Councillor A Sandhu agreed to raise this with the relevant County Highways’ Officer
The Chairman also expressed concern over the litter generated by foxes foraging in the litter bins in the vicinity of Common Lane/Parsons Lane and instructed the Clerk to raise the problem with Dartford’s Waste and Recycling Officers [AP]
12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

Councillor M Peters reported that a meeting had been held with Joyden Wood’s newly appointed PCSO. Members suggested that the Clerk contact Wilmington’s Police Beat Officer to suggest that she attends the Thursday Market at Wilmington Memorial Hall [AP]
Councillor D Mann reported that he and County Councillor A Sandu had attended the inaugural Keep Fit Class organised by Age UK at Wilmington Community Church. It was agreed that, as the Classes were not a commercial operation, they could be promoted on the Parish Council website and Facebook Page. Councillor Mann said that he would ask the organiser to provide the Clerk with details
13. [bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

Decisions made by the Borough Council were noted being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393]DA/24/00012/FUL – Rahan House, 8 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                 Permission Granted
ii. DA/24/00062/FUL – 29 Chalet Close, Bexley                      Permission Granted
iii. DA24/00133/FUL – 1 Mayors Lane, Wilmington Permission Granted
iv. DA/24/00136/TPO – The Orange Tree, 6 Hawley Road, Dartford                                                                           Consent Granted
v. DA/24/00139/FUL – Tamar, Park Way, Bexley                             Permission Refused
vi. DA/24/00193/TPO – 226 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley Consent Granted
vii. DA/24/00042/FUL – Rowhill Mount, Rowhill DFoad, Wilmington                                                                 Permission Granted
viii. DA/24/0043/FUL – Rowhill Mount, Rowhill Road, Wilmington                                                                                     Permission Granted
ix. DA/23/01392/FUL – 28 Squires Way, Wilmington                          Permission Granted
x. DA/24/00287/TRCON – The White House, Church Hill, Wilmington                                                                                              No Objection
xi. DA/24/00288/TRCON – Mount Haven, Church Hill, Wilmington                                                                                                  No Objection
(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged

                                 None

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

i. DA/23/01457/FUL – 36 Birchwood Road, Wilmington

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]Other items received or actions taken were noted or endorsed as appropriate being -

i. [bookmark: _Hlk151535693][bookmark: _Hlk159400489]having been circulated to the Parish Council’s Representative, receipt of the Minutes of the London Green Belt Council’s Annual General Meeting held on 21st March 2024 was noted
ii. receipt of a letter of thanks from JWCRA for the Grant of £250.00 was noted
iii. having been circulated to Members, receipt of a letter from the Principle regarding the littering of cigarette ends outside Wilmington Academy was noted
iv. the reporting of the illegal advertising van parked on Church Hill to Dartford Planning Enforcement was noted
v. having been circulated to Members, receipt of a news Release from the London Green Belt Council regarding Labour’s plan to release Green Belt Land for development was noted
vi. receipt of a letter of thanks from KSS Air Ambulance Charity for the donation of £250.00 was noted
The following publications were available for Members –
CPRE Kent Countryside Voice – Spring-Summer 2024

There being no further business the Meeting closed at 8.15pm


Signed:  ……………………………………
              Chairman
Date: 5th June 2024



















Exempt Items
Agenda Item 9(d) – War Memorial
i. The following matters regarding the transfer of part of The Rosemary Centre site from Kent Council to the Parish Council were noted–

· The carving out an oblong area from the frontage of the site to include the second set of steps and the small area of scrub behind those, the brick and stone plinth memorial and the grassed area up to the dead tree so that it can be transferred to the Parish Council
· The wording of the transfer document of the Rosemary Centre site so that the War Memorial is secure for the future and it will enable memorial services to be carried out on this area. The expectation that there will be a period when the Rosemary Centre is brought back into use, subject to the new owners obtaining planning of course. If the Parish Council takes on the War Memorial site, it will be a statutory consultee and neighbour and therefore consulted on any planning application, which would give the Parish some influence on the site going forward
· The relocation of the War Memorial, but because of KCC’s statutory duty to obtain best consideration on the sale of the site, such an obligation could not be imposed on a new owner, as it may prove costly and ultimately depress the capital value obtained on the sale of the Rosemary Centre
A positive obligation on the new owners to install railings within 12 weeks of the completion of the sale of the property to the South, Eastern and Western boundaries so that the War Memorial area is self-contained from the main site. Subject to the Parish Council clearing the scrub and vegetation behind the second set of steps. The railings are to be of similar style to the existing ones on the top of the retaining wall, and to a height of 1.5m or roughly 5 foot. The new owner has to maintain the railings thereafter
· The green plaque to remain affixed to the retaining wall, but the maintenance of the wall to rest with the new owners of the Rosemary Centre
· The inclusion in the sale agreement of several clauses that prevent the new owners from doing anything offensive, noisy, illegal and immoral, which would interfere with the use of the War Memorial, to protect it from loss or damage, and not to do anything that may interfere or cause distraction from its purpose as a War Memorial and for carrying out memorial services. These clauses would benefit the Parish Council as successors in title, if it acquires the War Memorial land
ii. The decision made by the written consent of eight of the nine Members of the Council to agree to the proposed transfer of land for £1, and a contribution towards the Parish Council’s legal fees of up to £1,000 plus VAT was ratified

iii. It was noted that Meghan Hawkey of T G Baynes had been appointed to act on behalf of the Parish Council

Signed ………………………………
                    
                        Chairman

Date: 5th June 2024
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