WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 9th December 2025
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Members Present – Councillors D Mann (Chairman), T Jones (Vice-Chairman, D Bowman and                      M Peters
Also Present – County Council A Cecil, Borough Councillor S Ridley and the Clerk to the Council
The Chairman agreed a request from Borough Councillor S Ridley for him to present his Report at the start of the Meeting due to another commitment that would require his early departure.
Councillor Ridley presented a comprehensive verbal report of a meeting he and County Councillor Alan Cecil had attended with representatives of the Schools in the vicinity of Common Lane and other interested parties. Councillor Ridley expressed disappointed at the non-attendance of a number of important stakeholders such as Officers from the police, Dartford Borough Council’s Civil Enforcement and Kent Highways and frustration over the negative responses received to approaches made to the relevant bodies subsequent to the meeting.
The main topic covered at the meeting was the problems being caused by inconsiderate, illegal parking and dangerous driving in the area particularly in Wilmington Court Road and Tredegar Road where there has been a number of near-miss accidents and confrontations between residents and drivers.
It was accepted that the major cause of the problem is the fact that over 5,000 students attend the Schools with an increase of 1,500 anticipated.
Attempts by the School to address the problems were noted but had little impact.
Councillor Ridley stated that legislation existed which would allow the police and Civil Enforcement Officers to take action and that the correct procedures were not being followed and that he was pursuing these issues.
Councillor Ridley then mentioned the passing of a motion at the Borough Council’s General Assembly on 8th December 2025 resolving that a letter be sent to Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities requesting a change in legislation that gives District level Councils authority to assess and determine whether a vehicle is abandoned based on clear and reasonable criteria.
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillors S Brown and A Sandhu
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

No Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest were made


3. Public Participation 
None

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

County Councillor A Cecil reported that he had attended Joydens Wood’s Christmas Fete and the Parish’s Remembrance Day Service and commended Councillor S Brown’s participation. Councillor Cecil was pleased to note that Joydens Wood Neighbourhood Watch was progressing well and that, through his Member’s Grant, he had purchased a number of signs; money had also been granted to provide warning signs for Joydens Wood Primary School.
Councillor Cecil advised that he had been involved in matters concerning Wilmington Hall Farm, Eagles Farm and Red Lodge Crescent in addition to the on-going issues in Walnut Tree Avenue.
In closing Councillor Cecil stated that the County had received a Government Bus Grant but how this is to be allocated was not yet known and that there had been a low take-up for grants toward repair/replacement of Bus Shelters

Borough Councillor M Peters reported on a matter raised at a recent Borough Council General Assembly regarding the closure of Libraries and Household Waste Centres operated by Kent County Council but it was stated that no such closures were planned

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]The Minutes of the Meeting held on 5th November 2025 were approved and adopted as a true record
6. Urgent Items

The Chairman to announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed

7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

The Financial Statements for the month ended 30th November 2025 were approved

(b) 2026/27 Budget
It was noted that confirmation had been received from Dartford Borough Council that no Local Government Support Grant was to be passed to Parish Councils for 2026/27 and that Wilmington’s Precept Base for 2026/27 was 2994.21, a reduction from the current year figure of 2998.85
It was further noted that, as a result of the reduced Precept Base, the Band D charge shown was increased from £43.20 to £43.28 representing a 4.77% increase on the present charge of £41.31

(c) 2026/27 Precept

Having agreed the 2026/27 Budget, the Precept for the year commencing 1st April 2026 was set at £129.565

(d) Grounds Maintenance Contract 2026/27

Having considered quotes for the Council's 2026/27 Grounds Maintenance Contract together with a covering written report from the Clerk, it was agreed that the Grounds Maintenance Contract would continue with Landscape Services

(e) Council Mobile Phone

          It was agreed that, in view of the Clerk's hybrid working pattern, the acquisition of a mobile phone through a contract not exceeding £20 per month was approved

(f) Barclays Bank

It was noted that with effect from 13th February 2026 the Council’s Current Account would be switched to a Business Account attracting a monthly Account Fee of £8.50

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) The Rosemary Centre - Update

No update received from the Developer

(b) Highways Improvement Plan (‘HIP’)

The Draft Highways Improvement Plan (HIP Policy) distributed to Members prior to the Meeting was approved and adopted. The Chairman asked that thanks be recorded to Councillor S Brown for drafting the document

It was further noted that a meeting between Members of the HIP Working Group, Borough and County Councillors was to be arranged 
9.  Items for Discussion

(a) S&SEiB - Areas for Development

The content of a Briefing Paper on the Areas for Development suggested by the judge of this year’s Competition was noted and the responses made accepted.

It was agreed that the Council would accept the recommendations that grass be allowed to grown among groups and individual trees and that the views of Dartford Cricket Club would be sought regarding an alternative means of watering the Cricket Square
 
(b) Memorial Bench Request Procedure

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the Memorial Bench Request Procedure was adopted 
 
(c) [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Casual Vacancy – Leyton Cross Ward

[bookmark: _Hlk214528642]It was noted that - following the resignation of Councillor Laura Wallis the required Notice of Casual vacancy had been published on 17th November 2025 and that, as an election had not been called by midnight on 4th December 2025 the Council's Co-Option Policy had been implemented


(d) Casual Vacancy – Birchwood Ward

It was noted that - following the resignation of Councillor Lesley Rock the required Notice of Casual vacancy had been published on 21st November 2025 and that, as an election had not been called by midnight on 10th December 2025 the Council's Co-Option Policy had been implemented

(e) Chestnut Grove Playground

The agreement of Members given remotely prior to the Meeting to a proposal from Dartford Borough Council to install new playground equipment on the Borough owned Chestnut Grove Open Space was ratified.

When agreement given, it was on the given assurance that the cost of purchase and installation would be met by Dartford Borough Council but that the cost of inspection and insurance would be met by the Parish Council

(f) Casual Vacancy – Orange Tree Ward

It was noted that following the resignation of Councillor Steven Parsons, the required Notice of Casual Vacancy had been published on 9th December 2026 and that if an election was not called by midnight on 30th December 2025, the Council’s Co-Option Policy would be implemented
It was agreed that the offer form former Councillor S Parsons to continue as a key-holder for the Pavilion until a replacement is found be accepted
(g) Co-Option to Fill Casual Vacancies
It was noted that no election had been called to fill the Leyton Cross Casual Vacancy and that the closing dates for the calling of elections for the Casual Vacancies for Birchwood and Orange Tree Wards were 14th and 31st December 2025 respectively 
It was agreed that, on the assumption that an election was not called in either Birchwood Ward or Orange Tree Ward, the co-option of Members for all three Casual Vacancies would be considered at the February Meeting of the Council thereby allowing time for expressions of interest to be submitted in respect of the three Casual Vacancies

(h) Memorial Bench Request
A request for permission to place a Memorial Bench in Oakfield Park was considered and, subject to the site being agreed with the Clerk, agreed
(i) Dartford Borough Council Directions under Article 4(1) with Regard to Houses in Multiple Occupancy 
The immediate Direction to remove the Permitted Development Rights (PDRs) for the Change of Use’ from residence to a House of Multiple Occupation (HMO) for properties north of the A2 and the non-immediate Direction for houses south of the A2 was noted
It was agreed that a representation would be made to welcome the Article 4(1) Directions but to express disappointment that the ‘immediate Direction’ did not apply to that part of the Borough south of the A2 
(j) Parish Van
It was noted that Peugeot had recalled the Parish Van as the vehicle may be affected by a model fault and that the necessary arrangements were being made by the Parish Groundsman
10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

Planning Applications as notified by the Planning Authority were considered and the Clerk instructed to submit any comments/objections made to the Planning Department

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437][bookmark: _Hlk62388164]DA/25/01145/FUL – Plymouth Brethren Christian Church, The Brethrens Meeting Hall, Leydenhatch Lane, Swanley BR8 7PS                                                 Change of use of land for car parking associated with Plymouth Brethren Christian Church and burial ground with associated hardstanding (retrospective)

ii. DA/25/01286/FUL – Burnt Oak House, Rowhill Road, Wilmington  Application for replacement of existing 6 Velux roof lights with 6 pitched roof dormers (Part retrospective)

iii. DA/25/01300/FUL – 30 Mitchell Close, Wilmington                                              Conversion of existing garage into habitable room and erection of a single storey front in-fill extension

iv. DA/25/01156/FUL – 194 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                   Erection of single storey residential annexe in rear garden (Revisions to design and access statement)

v. DA/25/01364/TPO – Questor Estate, Land Rear of Hawley Service Station, Hawley Road., Hawley                                                                                              Application for TG503 - Mixed Species Group and TG504 0- Mixed Species Group - Lateral reduction of overhanging crowns, back to boundary fence as per tree surveys subject to Tree Preservation Order No.5 1983


vi. DA/25/01316/FUL – Pittsfield, High Road, Wilmington                                                             Change of use from a 6 bed C3 dwellinghouse to a Sui Generis mixed-use formed of a 7 bed C2 use (Residential Institution) and Sui Generis commercial swimming lesson hire, facilitated by external and internal alterations including insertion of a door to the side elevation (Part-retrospective)                                                                                                    Concern was expressed that the Application did not appear to allow  only children aged between 7 and 17 to live at the property and the Clerk was instructed to investigate and if that restriction was no longer applicable to draft an objection for submission to the Planning Authority 

vii. DA/25/01380/FUL – Ballarat, Garden Place, Wilmington                                              Erection of a single storey side extension

viii. DA/25/01347/TPO – Woodland Rear Of 198 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                     Application for Oak tree on boundary of woodland and 198 Birchwood Road – Lateral reduction overhanging 194 Birchwood Road garden by 2-3 metres (from 8-9 metres to 5-6 metres) to suitably growth points and remove major deadwood subject to Tree Preservation Order No. 3 1981

ix. DA/25/01314/FUL – Landscape Centre Provender Nursery, Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                                Provision of access tracks for existing horticultural use (Retrospective Application)

x. DA/25/01349/FUL – 4 Dene Close, Wilmington                                                       Erection of two-storey side extensions on both sides and a single-storey wraparound extension. Levelling across the front and restructure of the roof to include front facing dormer windows in connection with providing additional rooms at first floor level Concern was expressed that the size and bulk of the development represented an over-development of the site and would provide a building out of character with the street scene. The Clerk was instructed to write and submit the Council’s objection

xi. DA/25/01390/FUL – 23 Brackendene, Wilmington                                                     Erection of a single storey rear extension, conversion of existing integral garage to habitable space, replacement and relocation of detached garage, roof alterations including hip to-barn-end gable and three rear crown-roof dormers, and internal alterations

xii. DA/25/01409/TPO – 132 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                       Application for T1 - Oak - Cut down to ground level; T2 - Oak - Reduce crown by up to 1 metre (from 12m to 11m height, 6m lateral spread) and remove deadwood; T3 - Hornbeam - Reduce crown by 3 metres in height (from 16m to 13m in height), subject to Tree Preservation Order No.13 1973


xiii. DA/25/01363/TDCMIN – Alfan Lane Full Gospel Church, 1A Alfan Lane, Wilmington                                                                                                           Submission of technical details for the erection of a 1.5 storey, 4 bedroom dwellinghouse with associated parking and amenity space following grant of planning in principle DA/24/01173/PIP   
                                                                                                                                                                             
11. [bookmark: _Hlk115082563]Chair’s Updates

The Chairman reported on the involvement of a resident in litter picking and other activities that were of benefit to the community and suggested that a letter of appreciation and thanks be sent. Other forms of recognition were discussed but it was agreed that a letter be sent
Then Chairman suggested that Councillors be involved in a combined litter pick which led to a general discussion around the litter picks carried out twice a year by the Council. It was agreed that the Council should organise an annual event to coincide with Keep Britain Tidy’s Big Spring Clean held in March. A number of suggestions were made as to the form it should take but it was agreed that this matter could be better addressed as an Agenda Item for a subsequent Meeting. The Clerk was instructed to include the Item on the Agenda for the January Meeting    
        
12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

Councillor M Peters reported that a Police Surgery had been held but that no residents had attended
13. [bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

[bookmark: _Hlk202781505]Decisions made by the Borough Council were noted being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197][bookmark: _Hlk188610072][bookmark: _Hlk193448941][bookmark: _Hlk196301208]DA/25/01141/TPO – 6 High Road. Wilmington                                                  Consent Granted
ii. DA/25/01024/FUL – 23 Bankside Close, Bexley                                      Permission Granted
iii. DA/25/01040/TPO – 22 The Close, Wilmington                                         Consent Granted
iv. DA/25/01047/FUL – 5 Brackendene, Wilmington                                            Permission Granted
v. DA/25/01094/TPO – 26 Chalet Close. Bexley                                          Consent Granted
vi. DA/25/00974/FUL – Wilmington Community Church, Broad Lane, Wilmington                                                                                             Permission Granted
vii. DA/25/01131/CDNA – 200 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                            Details Approved
viii. DA/20/01088/FUL – The Orchards, 7 The Close, Wilmington Permission Granted
ix. DA/25/01172/TPO – The Gatehouse, Sackville Road, Wilmington Consent Granted
x. DA/25/01219/TPO – Hulsewood Lodge, Oakfield Lane, Wilmington Consent Granted
xi. DA25/01130/FUL – 43 Edwin Road, Wilmington                                      Permission Refused
xii. DA/25/01207/TRCON – Ringwood, Church Walk, Wilmington                       No objection
xiii. DA/25/01124/FUL – 1A Wallis Close, Wilmington                                                             Permission Refused

(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged
[bookmark: _Hlk193448978]None

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None
[bookmark: _Hlk73449880]

(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]Other items received or actions taken were noted or endorsed as appropriate being –

i. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the Agenda for Dartford Borough Council’s General Assembly held on 17th November 2025 regarding the Local Government Reorganisation was noted
ii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of an invitation to a meeting of Kent Ramblers to be held on 27th November was noted
iii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, a request from the London Green Belt Council for images of land identified as ‘Grey Belt’ was noted
iv. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting,  receipt of the Minutes of Dartford Borough Council’s Cabinet Meeting held on 27th November 2025 at which the Borough’s response to the Local Government Reorganisation Consultation was agreed was noted
v. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt from Borough Councillor S Ridley of Minutes from a meeting regarding a collaborative approach to road safety concerns was noted
vi. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the Community Warden’s December Report was noted
vii. receipt of a message of thanks from the Treasurer of The Heritage Centre for the donation from the Fair proceeds was noted
viii. having been forwarded to Councillor M Peters, as the Council’s Representative on the London Green Belt Council, receipt of an invitation to a meeting to be held on 15th December 2025 was noted
ix. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of Christmas Greetings from Borough Councillor S Ridley


Following publications were available for Members –
· Clerks & Councils Direct – November 2025
· The Clerk – November 2025
There being no other business the Meeting closed at 8.25pm


Signed ………………………………
             Chairman
7th January 2026
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