   WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting to be held on Wednesday 3rd July 2024 
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Members Present : Councillors T Jones; A Sandhu, D Bowman, S Parsons & D Mann
Also Present: The Clerk to the Council
In the absence of the Chairman the Meeting was Chaired by Councillor T Jones
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillors S Brown, L Rock, K Stealey and M Peters 
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

No Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest were made

3. Public Participation 
None

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

County Councillor A Sandhu reported on –

· a resident’s request for parking restrictions on Parsons Lane and suggested that this should be considered by the Highways Improvement Plan Working Party
· the expectation that details of the proposed development of the Rosemary Centre site would be published shortly and that he had suggested to the Developer that the Parish Council be involved 
· a visit made in the company of the County’s Public Rights of Way Officer to a number of the Parish’s footpaths
Borough Councillor A Sandhu advised that the planning Application in respect of 95 High Road had been approved
5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
The Minutes of the Meetings held on Wednesday 5th June 2024 were approved and adopted as a true record
6. Urgent Items

The Chairman to announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed
7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

The Financial Statements for the month ended 30th June 2024 were approved

(b) Grant Applications 
Having considered Applications received from The Heritage Centre and We Are Beams it was agreed that a Grant of £250.00 would be made to each Charity [AP]

(c) BACS Authority

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the list of authorised BACS Payees

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

2022/23 Projects (Ongoing)
(a) Parish Noticeboards

Having noted that a County Members Grant application for £9,000 had been approved but not yet signed off by the relevant County Cabinet Member, the quote for the replacement/refurbishment of the Parish Council’s noticeboards was accepted in the sum of £12,891.44 (excluding VAT) and the Clerk instructed to commission the work [AP] 
	
(b) Pavilion Survey and Future
The Clerk advised that –
i. communication with the Solar Panel company had been established and an approach from the company’s contractor was awaited and
ii. alternative quotes to the one held were being sought
A Member suggested that a small area of the Committee Room ceiling should be removed in order that the beams could be inspected for any water damage 
(c) Village Centre/Sign

It was noted that, due to a number of deep fissures, the wooden post was no longer able to be used and that a metal structure was required. A quote for the manufacture of the post/frame; mounting of the sign and erection of the post/sign had been received in the sum of £5,402.80 (excluding VAT). After consideration the quote was accepted and agreed that the post and frame should be powdered coated in green the Clerk was instructed to commission the work [AP]
 

(d) Speedwatch Scheme

It was noted that ten residents had volunteered to participate in the proposed Speedwatch Scheme with some expressing the wish that it be extended to other roads in the Parish. It was agreed that the Scheme would be registered with Kent County Council and that the first location would be the High Road with possible extension to other roads at a later date. The Clerk was instructed to make the necessary arrangements and to ensure that when details of the on-line training are sent to volunteers the Lead Member and the County and Borough Members involved are included [AP]

(e) The Rosemary Centre

It was noted that – 

i. a decision on the nomination of The Rosemary Centre as an Asset of Community Value had yet to be received but that this was now academic as the Centre had already been sold and 
ii. a Draft Land Registration Transfer Notice had been received and had been passed to the Council’s solicitor to review

(f) South & South East in Bloom

Councillor D Bowman reported that judging on 28th June 2024 had gone well with a positive feed back from the Judge. It had been suggested that the Parish Council might consider promoting home composting and arranging a Residents’ Garden Competition as part of the S&SEiB Competition with a S&SEiB representative perhaps acting as an independent judge. It was agreed that this was a matter for serious consideration in 2025 with a budget provision being made.

Thanks were recorded to the Parish Council’s Groundsman for accompanying Councillor D Bowman and the S&SEiB Judge on the judging tour of the Parish

9. Items for Discussion

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives

[bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Wilmington Fair 2024

Receipt of the Minutes of the Fair Committee meeting held on 18th June 2024 was noted

The Clerk advised that Dartford Borough Council had raised a number a number of queries on the Event Management Form although the entries were no different to those accepted in previous years. It was noted that the issues raised had been addressed






(b) Parish Vehicle

The Clerk apologised that a Briefing Paper had not been circulated prior to the Meeting but that this would have simply set out that the purchase of a replacement Parish Vehicle would be in the region of £8,500 to and that the monthly leasing charge would be in the region of £250. It was agreed that the preference would be the purchase of a replacement vehicle but that a final decision be deferred until the impact on the budget could be given careful consideration. The matter would be placed on the Agenda for the September Meeting of the Council

(c) Damage to Birchwood Road Bus Shelter
It was noted that the arson attack on 14th June 2024 had been reported to Kent Police but that no action was to be taken and that the Council's insurers had opened a claim file.
A number of options were considered with agreement reached that the shelter should be replaced. The Clerk was instructed to obtain quotes which should include the painting of the structure with a fire retardant covering and a break down of the various components [AP]
(d) Staffing Matter

Having been circulated to Members, the schedule of outstanding maintenance work was noted. It was agreed that a virement of £2,000 from the Redundancy Reserve be made to fund casual assistance to the Parish Council if and when required

(e) Personal Injury Claim

It was noted that the Hearing of the claim against the Council for a personal injury that occurred on 8th October 2020 would be held at Dartford County Court on a date in November 2024. The Notice of the Hearing had been passed to and acknowledged by the Council’s insurers

(f) Making Space for Nature/Bio-Diversity Net Gain

Having noted the information circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting and receiving further information from the Clerk on the difference between Making Space for Nature and Bio-Diversity Net Gain it was agreed that the Clerk would seek further information from the higher Local Authorities for the matters to be further considered at the September Meeting of the Council [AP]  

10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk115082563]DA/24/00662/TPO – 33 Tile Kiln Lane, Bexley                                               Application for T1 - multi stemmed Ash - reduce by around 3m to vicinity of previous reduction points and remove major deadwood; T2 - mature Ash tree growing between houses - reduce by around 3m to vicinity of previous reduction points. Remove deadwood; T3 - small Hawthorn over driveway - reduce by around 3m and cut back overhang from drive subject to Tree Preservation Order No.12 1983

ii. DA/24/00663/TPO – 62 Joydens Wood Road, Bexley                             Application for T2 - Large Ash tree - Lift tips of lower branches off of the neighbouring property, and remove all dead wood. Lift to 8m - currently 6m off ground level; T1 Large Oak tree - Lift tips of lower branches off of neighbouring property, and remove all dead wood. Lift to 8m - currently 6m off ground level subject to Tree Preservation Order No.6 2006

iii. DA/24/00675/FUL – 14 Manor Gate Lane, Wilmington                                           Erection of a single storey rear extension, relocation of boundary wall

iv. DA/24/00668/FUL – 136 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                        Demolition of existing garage and erection of a single storey rear/side extension and first floor dormer and alterations to fenestration

v. DA/24/00685/TPO – 38 Squires Way, Wilmington                      Application for T1 - Oak - Crown thinning of 2 meters all around Tree Preservation Order No.1 1957

vi. DA/24/00689/TPO – 224 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley                             Application for T1 - Sweet chestnut - fell to ground level; T2 - Sweet chestnut - fell to ground level subject to Tree Preservation Order No.1 1957

vii. DA/24/00691/TPO – Greenways, 1A Faesten Way, Bexley           Application for T1 - Ash - Fell & replace with a suitable specimen subject to Tree Preservation Order No.12 1983

viii. DA/24/00613/TPO – 2 Brewers Field, Wilmington                                                           Application for T1 - Sycamore - reduce the crown by 30% in accordance with annotated photo - T2 - Copper Beech reduce the crown by 30% and remove split branch in accordance with annotated photo subject to Tree Preservation Order No.8 1971

ix. DA/24/00703 – 42 Warren Road, Wilmington                                                                          Demolition of conservatory and erection of single storey rear extension
11. Chair’s Updates

None
12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

[bookmark: _Hlk99631422]A Member sought clarification of the Parish Council’s postcode noting that it relates to The Spires from which there is no vehicular access to Oakfield Park and suggested that the ‘What 3 Words’ location be displayed. After discussion it was agreed that the What 3 Words’ code to the Carsington Garden’s access would be placed on the Oakfield Park noticeboard, headed paper and social media and that the Clerk would advise the Football and Cricket Clubs in order that they can advise their members and visiting teams [AP] 




13. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

Decisions made by the Borough Council were noted being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197]DA/24/00408/FUL – 15 Faesten Way, Bexley                                Permission Granted
ii. DA/24/00249/FUL – Burnt oak House, Rowhill Road, Wilmington                                                                                               Permission Refused
iii. DA/24/00359/FUL – 4 The Chenies, Wilmington                         Permission Granted
iv. DA/24/00353/FUL – The Horse & Groom, 15 Leyton Cross Road, Wilmington                                                       Permission Granted
v. DA/24/00304/FUL – 58 Birchwood Drive, Wilmington Permission Granted
vi. DA/24/00442/FUL – 10 Clayton Croft Road, Wilmington Permission Granted
vii. DA/24/00263/VCON – 217 Hawley Road, Dartford – Permission Granted
(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged

i. DA/23/01046/FUL – 9 Birchwood Road Wilmington

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]Other items received or actions taken were noted or endorsed as appropriate being –

i. [bookmark: _Hlk151535693][bookmark: _Hlk159400489]having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of Kent’s Plan Bee’s Spring Newsletter was noted
ii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting receipt of an invitation to attend a Dartford Borough Presentation on the play and fitness equipment in Central Park was noted
iii. it was noted that, as requested by Members at the June Meeting of the Council, a report by the Lead Member on Finance on various financial matters had been circulated to Members 
Prior to the closure of the Meeting, it was agreed that, in the absence of an August Meeting, delegated authority for the making of a decision would be given to the Chairman and Vice Chairman in conjunction with the Clerk. Where a decision impacted on the Council’s budget the Lead Member on Finance would be involved in the decision-making process





Signed ……………………………
             Chairman
Date – 4th September 2024
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