	   WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Agenda for the Meeting to be held on Wednesday 3rd September 2025
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
AGENDA
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman to draw attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Confirmed as at the date of distribution - Councillors D Mann, M Peters and L Rock
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest.

3. Public Participation 
Having circulated details to Members in advance of the Meeting, to consider a request from a resident for the removal or repositioning of the benches in Oakfield Park adjacent to The Spires

[bookmark: _Hlk62475712]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters be noted or that the Clerk acts on any decision made

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

To receive verbal reports from the Parish Representatives on Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council 

RECOMMENDATION – That the verbal reports be noted

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
To approve and adopt the Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd July 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]RECOMMENDATION – That the Minutes be approved and adopted as true records

6. Urgent Items

The Chairman to announce that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed







7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to approve the Financial Statements for each of the two months ended 31st August 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk62388060][bookmark: _Hlk69904174][bookmark: _Hlk94084271]RECOMMENDATION – That the Statements be approved

(b) Pole Trimmer

To note the purchase of a replacement Pole Trimmer at a cost of £842.60 net of VAT)

RECOMMENDATION – That the purchase be noted

(c) Tree Maintenance

To -

i. [bookmark: _Hlk206403670]note that under delegated powers the work required following the Survey of the trees on Wilmington Common was commissioned at a cost of £4,750 (net of VAT) and
ii. note that under delegated powers the work required following the Survey of the trees on Parsons Lane was commissioned at a cost of £3,360.00 (net of VAT)

RECOMMENDATION – That the cost be noted and the Clerk act in accordance with the decision made on the required/advisory work

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)
(a) Wilmington Fair 2025

i. Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting to note receipt of the Minutes of the Fair Committee meetings held on 15thJuly 2025 and 19th August 2025
ii. To receive a verbal report from the Vice-Chairman on the Fair held on 25th August 2025

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and that the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made










(b) The Rosemary Centre - Update

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of an update from the Developer to advise that, following the Pre-Application response from the Planning Authority, revisions are being made to the proposed development of the site with an expectation that the proposed landscaping plan affecting the Parish Council land will be available to share with the local community in October 

RECOMMENDATION – That the update be noted
(c) Highways Improvement Plan (‘HIP’)

To receive a verbal report from the HIP Working Group
RECOMMENDATION – That the matter and report be noted

(d) Walnut Tree Avenue

i. Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting to note receipt of a report on the meeting held on 16th July 2025 
ii. To note that a copy of the report together and a Newsletter from the ‘Lead Residents’ were printed by the Council and delivered by the ‘Lead Residents to each Walnut Tree Avenue property by the ‘Lead Residents’ and
iii. Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of points arising from a meeting between the Chairman and Lead Residents the outcome of which being that all contacts from residents would be directed to Kent County Council or Dartford Borough Council as appropriate and that the Parish Council will no longer respond to any enquiries  

RECOMMENDATION – That the update be noted

(e) Casual Vacancy – Maypole & Leyton Cross Parish and Borough Wards

[bookmark: _Hlk193800281]In accordance with the Council’s Co-Option Policy and Procedure Policy to consider the co-option of a person to fill the Casual Vacancy in the Parish Ward of Leyton Cross, noting that, on the advice of the Clerk, the exclusion of the press and public may be necessary

RECOMMENDATION – That consideration be given to the co-option of a Member for the Parish Ward of Leyton Cross 

9. Items for Discussion
[bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]
(a) Grant/Donations Policy

Following the decision made at the July Meeting of the Council to amend the Grants & Donations Policy by reducing the annual limit of £250.00 per organisation (except for exceptional circumstances that are agreed by Council) to £200.00

RECOMMENDATION – That the Policy be amended

(b) Parish Bus Shelter Grant 2025/25

To note receipt of details of Kent County Council’s Bus Shelter Grant 2025/26 and, having noted the criteria, consider whether an application should be made

RECOMMENDATION - That the details be noted and the Clerk instructed to act in accordance with the decision made 

(c) South & South East in Bloom Competition 2025

To –

i. note that the date of the Awards Ceremony at RHS Wisley has been moved to 21st October 2025 and
ii. ascertain whether, in view of the change of date any Member is now able to attend

RECOMMENDATION – That the change of date be noted and the Clerk to act on the decision made regarding attendance

(d) Silver Birch Close, Joydens Wood

i. Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to receive a complaint from a resident regarding parking issues at Silver Birch Close
ii. To receive comments/recommendations from the Birchwood Ward Councillors and
iii. Dependent upon the comments/recommendations made, to consider inclusion on the Council's Highways Improvement Plan
RECOMMENDATION - That the matter be noted and any actions agreed

(e) Remembrance Day – 9th November 2025

To - 

i. note that the arrangements for the Wreath Laying Service on Remembrance Sunday have been finalised 
ii. agree which Councillor will lay the wreath at the War Memorial and the one at St Barnabas Church and
iii. confirm that the Chairman will attend the St Michael Church Service at 10.30 and undertake one of the Readings

RECOMMENDATION – That the position be noted and outstanding matters agreed 

(f) Autumn Big Clean

To agree that the Autumn Big Clean would not be held this year 

RECOMMENDATION – That the Autumn Big Clean would not be held


(g) Parish Email Address

To note that – 

i. as required under recently introduced Financial Governance Regulations, aR new e-mail address has been set up through HugoFox for the Council (clerk-wilmingtonkent-pc.gov.uk) at a cost of £2.49 (net of VAT) per month
ii. Members will be advised as and when the e-mail is operational and a message will be posted on the Council’s social media

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

(h) Tennis – Expression of Interest

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting to receive and consider an expression of interest in the proposed creation of a tennis facility at Oakfield Park

RECOMMENDATION – That agreement in principle be given to the proposal and the proposer invited to make a Presentation to the Council when more definite information is known

10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437][bookmark: _Hlk62388164]DA/00742/TPO – Wilmington Grammar School for Girls, Parsons Lane, Wilmington                                                                                                                      Application for area (approx 20 no. trees - marked red) of mixed species to be crown lifted to 5m over the footpath and road, subject to Tree Preservation Order No.4 2016

ii. DA/25/00760/VCON – Former Lynch Plant Hire and Former Ambulance Station, Hawley Road, Dartford                                                                                                   Section 73 application to vary conditions 2 (approved plans), 9 (Flood Risk & Drainage details) 15 (Landscaping), 17 (Travel Plan), 22 (BREEAM) and 30 (Mezzanine Floors) to provide minor material amendments to the approved scheme ref. DA/20/01202/FUL for 'Demolition of existing buildings and construction of buildings to provide flexible employment floorspace (Use Classes E(g)/ B2 / B8, with ancillary office accommodation within Use Class E (g)), together with the creation of a new vehicular access via Butterly Avenue, improvements to the existing vehicular access from Hawley Road, provision of car and cycle parking and service yards, drainage works, landscaping, installation of an acoustic fence and other associated works'

iii. DA/25/00772/FUL – Wyvern, Stock Lane, Wilmington                                                         Erection of two storey/single storey side and rear extensions

iv. DA/25/00721/TPO – Greenaacres, Rowhill Road, Wilmington                                               Application for T1 - Oak, crown lift to 5 metres, removing stem growth only, no significant limbs; T2 - Oak, one branch to the east reduced by 2 metres in lateral spread (estimated finished dimension is 5 metres); TG3 - 2x Silver Birch (dead) - fell; T4 - Silver Birch (dead) - fell; T5 - Cherry (dead) - fell, subject to Tree Preservation Order No.3 1964

v. DA/25/00816/TPO – 13 Greenfield Road, Wilmington Application to remove a Sweet Chestnut tree, subject to Tree Preservation Order No 1 1957 (As varied 07.04.89)

vi. DA/25/00831/FUL – 233 High Road, Wilmington                                                                   Erection of a single storey side extension and a front porch

vii. DA00480/FUL – 23 The Close, Wilmington                                                                    Demolition of garage and erection of a two-storey side, rear, and front extension, raising of roof eaves height and ridgeline alongside alterations to a crown roof for a loft conversion, internal alterations, and provision of an underground garage with associated front garden land level changes and retaining railings

viii. DA/25/00665/FUL – St Barnabas Church, Tile Kiln Lane, Bexley                                   Demolition of existing Harold Porter building and erection of a single storey extension to provide new main entrance and community room

ix. DA/25/00847/FUL – 15 Greenfield Road, Wilmington                                                                Hip to gable loft conversion to create a habitable space. Incorporating a rear dormer and roof lights in front roof space

x. DA/25/00934/TPO – 22 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                    Application for T2/T3 (Oak trees) 2mtrs reduction in height and a 3mtr reduction (as per annotated photos) in lateral growth (estimated finished dimensions 16mtrs in height, spread of 12mtrs (currently stand around 18mtrs in height and have a lateral spread of 15mtrs))and removal of deadwood and crown lift over the roadway and pathway to 4 metres from ground level subject to Tree Preservation Order No.3 1972

[bookmark: _Hlk115082563]RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk submits any agreed comments or observation to the Planning Authority    
11. Chair’s Updates

To receive any updates from the Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk62388128][bookmark: _Hlk123725970]RECOMMENDATION – That any updates be note
            
    Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

    To receive any Ward Matters raised by Members
[bookmark: _Hlk62388145][bookmark: _Hlk99631422]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters raised be noted and, where a decision is required, for the Chairman to agree that it be accepted as an ‘Urgent Item’ or that it be included on the Agenda for the October Meeting of the Council

12. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

[bookmark: _Hlk202781505]To note decisions made by the Borough Council being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197][bookmark: _Hlk188610072][bookmark: _Hlk193448941][bookmark: _Hlk196301208]DA/25/00383/FUL – Rowhill Lodge, Rowhill Road, Wilmington Permission Refused
ii. DA/25/00578/FUL – 48 Broad Lane, Wilmington                                        Permission Granted
iii. DA/25/00603 – 29 Walnut Tree Avenue, Wilmington                                  Certified Lawful
iv. DA/225/00672/FUL – 50 Leyton Cross Road, Wilmington Permission Granted
v. DA/25//00821/NONMAT – 52 Squires Way, Wilmington -  Amendments Approved
vi. DA/25/00510/FUL – The Beams, Puddledock Lane, Wilmington Permission Refused
vii. DA/25/00685/LDC – 24 Woodside Drive, Wilmington                                   Certified Lawful
viii. DA/25/00721/TPO – Greenacre, Rowhill Road, Wilmingtonn Consent Granted
ix. DA/25/00742/TPO – Wilmington Grammar School for Girls, Parsons Lane, Wilmington                                                                          Consent Granted
x. DA/25/00088/FUL - 10 Mayors Lane, Wilmington                                                     Permission Granted
xi. DA/25/00428/COU – Pittsfield, High Road, Wilmington                         Permission Granted
xii. DA/25/00816/TPO – 13 Greenfield Road, Wilmington                                         Consent Refused 
xiii. DA/25/00699/FUL – 43 Edwin Road, Wilmington                                               Permission Refused
   
(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged
[bookmark: _Hlk193448978]To note Planning Appeals received being –

i. DA/25/00292/FUL – Land Adjacent 37 Capel Place, Wilmington

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None
[bookmark: _Hlk73449880]
(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate being –

i. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of a letter of thanks for the Council’s Grant of £200.00 as agreed at the July Meeting of the Council
ii. having been forwarded to the Council’s Representative, to note receipt of the Agenda for the London Green Belt Remote Meeting to be held on 23 July 2025
iii. to note that at the By-Election for the Borough Ward of Maypole & Leyton Cross Stephen Ridley (Reform) was elected
iv. to note receipt of a letter of thanks from ‘We Are Beams’ for the donation of £200
v. to note that the reports on the recently completed Playground Inspections identified the condition of two pieces of equipment, one in each of the Playgrounds as posing a ‘moderate risk’. The conditions to be monitored but no further action taken at the present time 
vi. to note that, following advice that the Arriva were withdrawing the 477 Bus Service from 1st October an approach was made to Dartford Borough Council for the matter to be raised at the September Meeting of the Joint Transportation Board 
Following publications are available for Members –
· The Clerk -July 2025
·  Clerks & Councils Direct – July 2025
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