   WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Agenda for the Meeting to be held on Wednesday 5th March 2025
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
AGENDA
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman to draw attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillors K Stealey and T Jones
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest.

3. Public Participation 
To note or respond to any concerns raised or questions asked by residents in writing or in person prior to or at the Meeting 

[bookmark: _Hlk62475712]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters be noted or that the Clerk acts on any decision made

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

To receive verbal reports from the Parish Representatives on Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council 

RECOMMENDATION – That the verbal reports be noted

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
To approve and adopt the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 5th February 2025 
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]RECOMMENDATION – That the Minutes be approved and adopted as a true record

6. Urgent Items

The Chairman to announce that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed







7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to approve the Financial Statements for the month ended 28th February 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk62388060][bookmark: _Hlk69904174][bookmark: _Hlk94084271]RECOMMENDATION – That the Statements be approved

(b) Internal Control Statement

Having noted that a revised/updated Internal Control Statement, drafted in accordance with the NALC/SLCC Model, had been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to adopt the revised Statement

RECOMMENDATION – That the Statement be adopted

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

(a) Pavilion
To note that the solar panels have been connected but that the alarm system has yet to be restored
RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted
(b) Vandalism

To – 

i. note that insurance recovery of £1,128.00 (£1,378.00 less £250.00 excess) for the damage to the height restriction barrier had beeen received and
ii. consider means of addresing concerns over the incidents of vandalism and anti-social behaviour in the Parish, more particularly in Birchwood Ward

RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts on any decisions taken

(c) Best Garden Competition

To consider and agree the format of and arrangements for the Competition

RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decisions made 

(d) Wilmington’s Big Spring Clean

To confirm the arrangements for the Big Spring Clean to be held on 15th March 2025

RECOMMENDATION – That the date and the arrangements made be noted


9. Items for Discussion

(a) [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]A225 Redesignation

Having noted that –
i. a road is classified as an A-Road when it links locations designated as ‘primary destinations’ as selected by the Department of Transport with Dartford Crossing and Sevenoaks being so defined and
ii. the only stretch of the A225 is between Walnut Tree Avenue and the Shell Garage on Hawley Road
to consider a request from Sutton at Hone & Hawley Parish Council for support for that Authority’s intention to include the reclassification of the A225 to a B-Road on its Highways Improvement Plan
Recommendation – That the Council response be to give support in principle but that the proposal would not be included on the Wilmington Highways Improvement Plan
(b) June Meeting of the Council

Having been agreed prior to the date of the Meeting to formally record that the June Meeting of the Council has been brought forward to Tuesday 27th May 2025
RECOMMENDATION – That the revised date be noted
(c) Operational Playground Inspection Reports

To note receipt of the Operational Playground Inspection Reports for the play areas in Oakfield Park and Chestnut Grove and to further note that the majority of risks have been identified as ‘Very Low’ or ‘Low’ whilst those identified as presenting a ‘Moderate Risk’, as notified to Members, show a number of defects that cannot be addressed and
To consider a quote in the sum of £2,559 (net of VAT) in respect of the recommended actions, where possible, for the risks identified as ‘Moderate’
RECOMMENDATION – That the receipt of the Reports and the findings therein be noted and that the quote be accepted
(d) Grant Applications

To note that no Grant Applications had been received for consideration 

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted






10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437][bookmark: _Hlk174084094][bookmark: _Hlk183426522]DA/25/00070/FUL – Wilmington Grammar School for Boys, Common Lane, Wilmington                                                                                                                           Application for retention of a single-storey modular classroom providing additional 6th Form accommodation for study and general welfare   

ii. DA/25/00115/FUL – 7 Oakfield Park Road, Wilmington                                               Erection of a single storey rear extension and garage conversion into habitable room    

iii. DA/25/00159, FUL – 8 Manor Close, Wilmington                                                                                          Erection of a single storey side extension, single storey rear extension, new front porch and internal   

iv. [bookmark: _Hlk62388164]DA/25/00180/FUL 210 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                     Erection of a single storey rear extension (retrospective application    

[bookmark: _Hlk115082563]RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk submits any agreed comments or observation to the Planning Authority    
11. Chair’s Updates

To receive any updates from the Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk62388128][bookmark: _Hlk123725970]RECOMMENDATION – That any updates be noted
                                             
12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

    To receive any Ward Matters raised by Members
[bookmark: _Hlk62388145][bookmark: _Hlk99631422]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters raised be noted and, where a decision is required, for the Chairman to agree that it be accepted as an ‘Urgent Item’ or that it be included on the Agenda for the October Meeting of the Council

13. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

To note decisions made by the Borough Council being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197][bookmark: _Hlk188610072]DA/24/01453/FUL – 5 Garden Place, Wilmington                  Permission Granted
ii. DA/24/04365/FUL – 14 Birchwood Road, Wilmington Permission Granted
iii. DA/24/01442/LDC – 36 Common Lane, Wilmington                    Certified Lawful
iv. DA/24/01324/FUL – 4 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                         Permission Granted
v. DA/23/00785/FUL – Land North of Edwin Road, Wilmington                                                                 Permission Granted 
vi. DA/24/01367/FUL – 16 Chalet Close, Wilmington                                    Permission Granted
vii. DA/24/01343/FUL – 8 Garden Place, Wilmington                                                  Permission refused
viii. DA/24/01335/FUL – 221 High Road, Wilmington                          Permission Refused
(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged

i. DA/23/00703/LDC – Land at Hook Green Farm, Hook Green Lane, Wilmington

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None
[bookmark: _Hlk73449880]
(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate being –

i. [bookmark: _Hlk188610092][bookmark: _Hlk151535693][bookmark: _Hlk159400489][bookmark: _Hlk73449861]having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to receive notice from London Borough of Bexley that Permitted Development Rights for the change of use falling within Class E to a use falling within Class C3 have been removed
ii. having been forwarded to the Council’s Representative, to note receipt of advice of the London Green Belt Council’s Annual General Meeting on 27th February 2025
iii. having been circulated to members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of details of a Special meeting of the Borough & Parish Council Forum to be held on 11th March 2025
iv. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of Kent’s Police and Crime Commissioner’s Winter 2025 Newsletter
v. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of the Publication of Inspector’s Report on the Kent  Minerals and Waste Local Plan 2024-2039
vi. to note that a payment toward the cost of making good the damage caused by flyposting to the Bus Shelter on Birchwood Road and the Chestnut Grove noticeboard has been requested from the featured Nightclub. To further note that should the payment not be received action will be considered under Section 224(3) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and that the damage to the noticeboard has been reported to Kent Police to note that a payment toward the cost of making good the damage caused by flyposting to the Bus Shelter on Birchwood Road has been requested from the featured Gravesend Nightclub and that, if not receive, action will be considered under Section 224(3) of the Planning Act 1990
vii. having been circulated to members in advance of the Meeting, to note receipt of the S&SEiB February Newsletter 
viii. to note advice from the London Borough of Bexley that the Council’s Design Guide SPD Part 1 – Design Principles had been adopted on 27th January 2025
ix. having been forwarded to the Council’s Representative, to note receipt for the Annual Meeting of the London Green Belt Council on 27th February 2025
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