   WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Agenda for the Meeting to be held on Wednesday 2nd July 2025
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
AGENDA
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman to draw attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
None at the time of distribution
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

To receive any Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest.

3. Public Participation 
To note or respond to any concerns raised or questions asked by residents in writing or in person prior to or at the Meeting 

[bookmark: _Hlk62475712]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters be noted or that the Clerk acts on any decision made

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

To receive verbal reports from the Parish Representatives on Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council 

RECOMMENDATION – That the verbal reports be noted

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
To approve and adopt the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 4th June 2025 and the Extraordinary Meeting  held on 25th July 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk60905290]RECOMMENDATION – That the Minutes be approved and adopted as true records

6. Urgent Items

The Chairman to announce that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed







7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to approve the Financial Statements for the month ended 30th June 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk62388060][bookmark: _Hlk69904174][bookmark: _Hlk94084271]RECOMMENDATION – That the Statements be approved

(b) Grant Applications 
To note that no Grant/Donation Applications have been received in the Quarter Ended 30th June 2025
RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)
(a) Wilmington Fair 2025

i. Having been circulated to Members. to note receipt of the Minutes of the meeting of the Fair Committee held on 17th June 2025 and
ii. To note that the Wilmington Society had agreed to allowing the Parish Council to have a presence at the Organisation’s Stall but would appreciate Members support

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted and that the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made

(b) The Rosemary Centre

To receive a verbal report from the Chairman on the remote meeting held on 10th June 2025with the Developer and Agent 

RECOMMENDATION – That the report be noted
(c) Police

To note that –

i. following the response from North Kent’s Acting Polce Inspector to the Council’s request for a meeting, an invitation was extended for a Police Officer to attend this evening’s Meeting of the Council
ii. there appears to be a reduction in Anti-Social Behaviour and
iii. the Chairman of the Borough & Parish Forum has requested a report on the current Neighbourhood Policing Model

RECOMMENDATION – That no further action be taken with regard to a meeting with the police and that the report on the current Neighbourhood Policing Model be circulated to Members on receipt


(d) County’s Youth Internet Safety Campaign

To note that, agreed at the June Meeting of the Council, details of the Campaign have been posted on the Council’s website

RECOMMENDATION – That the matter be noted 
(e) 25/00428/FUL – Pittsfield, High Road, Wilmington
As agreed at the June Meeting of the Council and with Member’s approval the following representation made to the Planning Authority -  
The Parish Council considers the proposed change of use to be totally inappropriate in what is a rural village community and in a location at the border of the Church Hill Conservation Area.
In addition, the Council -
· believes there to be insufficient information provided regarding the management/monitoring of the children especially with the suggested age-range of 7 to 17. Is it not the case that, even accepting the special needs of the children, stronger control would be required for seven 17 year olds than seven 7 year olds?
· has concern that the only ‘facility’ in the village is a Park and with an almost non-existent bus service to provide transport to other activities
· considers that High Road does not provide a safe environment for young people with vehicles either speeding or creating danger through parking obstructions
· is of the opinion that with the building adjacent to the A2 there are concerns over air quality
Finally, the Parish Council asks that serious weight be given to the representation from Kent Police believing that the suggested mitigations to ‘design out crime’ would have the effect of turning the building and living conditions into an establishment that can be said to provide ‘normal domestic environment’ as stated in the Planning and Heritage Statement.
(f) Highways Improvement Plan (‘HIP’)

i. To note that the County Council’s Highways Project Manager has been advised that the Council’s HIP was to be revisited and a revised Plan would be submitted
ii. To receive a verbal report from the HIP Working Group
RECOMMENDATION – That the matter and report be noted
(g) Walnut Tree Avenue

To receive an update from the Clerk following the decision made at the June Meeting of the Council

RECOMMENDATION – That the update be noted

(h) Casual Vacancy – Maypole & Leyton Cross Parish and Borough Wards

To note that –

i. Dartford Borough Council’s Electoral Services Manager has confirmed that there has been no call for a By-Election in respect of the Parish Ward and that the co-option process in accordance with the Council’s Policy will proceed as soon as possible with a view to the co-option being decided at the September Meeting of the Council and
ii. A By-Election in respect of the Borough Ward is to be held on Thursday 17th July 2025

RECOMMENDATION – That the matters be noted

9. Items for Discussion

(a) [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]South & South East in Bloom

To receive a verbal report from the Clerk following the visit of the Competition Judge on 23rd June 2025

RECOMMENDATION – That the report be noted

(b) December Meeting of the Council

To note that, with the agreement of the Chairman the date of the December Meeting of the Council will be put back to Tuesday 9th December 2025

RECOMMENDATION – That the revised date be noted

(c) 2025 Pantomime

Having noted the cost to the Council in respect of the 2023 and 2024 Pantomimes to agree that the Council would not underwrite any loss arising in this or future years and that the Wilmington Memorial Hall Management Committee be so advised

RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made

(d) Wilmington in Bloom Garden Competition 2025

Having noted that the Competition Winner(s) are to be announced by 15th July 2025, to judge the photographic entries submitted by the Closing Date of 30th June 2025

RECOMMENDATION – That the Winner(s) be decided and the Clerk to make the necessary arrangements regarding the distribution of prizes







(e) Tree Survey

Having noted the decision made to space the Tree Surveys over two years, with that for Wilmington Common not scheduled until March 2026, in view of concerns raised that the height of a number of trees is close to overhead cables to decide whether the Survey is to be brought forward recognising that the Survey and any identified work will have an impact on the Budget

RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk acts in accordance with the decision made 

10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437][bookmark: _Hlk174084094][bookmark: _Hlk62388164]DA/25/00543/FUL – Birchwood Park Golf & Country Club, Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                                                              Erection of a dormer window to the first floor of the existing clubhouse building

ii. DA/25/00672/FUL – 50 Leyton Cross Road, Wilmington                                                   Erection of a single storey rear extension with lantern roof light and loft conversion into habitable room incorporating rear and front dormers

[bookmark: _Hlk115082563]RECOMMENDATION – That the Clerk submits any agreed comments or observation to the Planning Authority    
11. Chair’s Updates

To receive any updates from the Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk62388128][bookmark: _Hlk123725970]RECOMMENDATION – That any updates be note
            
      
12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

    To receive any Ward Matters raised by Members
[bookmark: _Hlk62388145][bookmark: _Hlk99631422]RECOMMENDATION – That any matters raised be noted and, where a decision is required, for the Chairman to agree that it be accepted as an ‘Urgent Item’ or that it be included on the Agenda for the October Meeting of the Council

13. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

To note decisions made by the Borough Council being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197][bookmark: _Hlk188610072][bookmark: _Hlk193448941][bookmark: _Hlk196301208]DA/25/00423/FUL – 28 Capel Place, Wilmington                                         Permission Granted
ii. DA/25/00447/TPO – The Willows. 1B Faesten Way, Bexley                          Consent Granted
iii. DA/25/00495/FUL – Greenways, Common Lane, Wilmington Permission Granted
iv. DA/25/469/FUL – 29 Tile Kiln Way, Bexley                                               Permission Refused 
v. DA/25/00347/FUL – 180 Summerhouse Drive, Bexley                             Permission Granted  
(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged

i. [bookmark: _Hlk193448978]DA/24/01114/FUL – Wood End Farm, Puddledock Lane, Wilmington

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None
[bookmark: _Hlk73449880]
(f) Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]To note or endorse other items received or actions taken as appropriate being –

i. [bookmark: _Hlk193449062][bookmark: _Hlk196301235]having advised the Parish Representative, to note the cancellate ion of the Borough & Parish Forum scheduled for 1st July 2025
ii. having notified the Parish Representative, to note receipt of the London Green Belt Council’s response to the London Plan Consultation 
iii. having been circulated to Members to note the closure of the Planning Enforcement Case 23/00097/ENF in respect of 1 The Close, Wilmington
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