   WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 5th June 2024 
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.15pm
MINUTES
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Councillors Present – Councillors K Stealey, S Parsons, M Peters, L Rock, D Bowman and         D Mann
Also Present – Borough Councillor G Holt and the Parish Clerk
In the absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman and having been duly nominated and seconded the Members present agreed that the Meeting be Chaired by Councillor K Stealey
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillors S Brown, T Jones and D Mann 
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

No Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest were made

3. Public Participation 
None

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 
Borough Councillor A Sandhu -
· advised that the Borough would be holding a number of activities to commemorate the *0th Anniversary of D -Day but that due to purdah, introduced following the calling of the General Election, there would be no publicity for the Borough Council's Summer Events and
· reported that Kent Highway Services had dismissed as not practical residents' requests for double-yellow lines in Barn End Drive and that residents' views on a trial scheme for parking on High Road was to be sought; a request was made for Councillor Sandhu to report the outcome, should the scheme be introduced, at a subsequent Meeting of the Council

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
The Minutes of the Meetings held on Wednesday 1st May 2024 were approved and adopted as a trues record
6. Urgent Items

The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed

7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

Having noted that payments included one to Wilmington Community Church agreed at the November 2023 Meeting of the Council, the Financial Statements for the month ended 31st May 2024 were approved

(b) Cambridge & Counties Bank Interest
It was noted that £3,662.16 interest was credited to the Parish Council’s account with Cambridge & Counties Bank on 30th April 2024
1. Financial Regulations
Having been approved by the Lead Member on Finance and circulated to Members in electronic form in advance of the Meeting, the revised Financial Regulations drafted to reflect changes in the National Association of Local Council’s model were adopted
(a) St Michael & All Angels Church Lower Burial Ground
Having provided Members with details of previous arrangements a request for payment to meet the cost of strimming the Lower Burial Ground was considered.
It was agreed that the Council would meet the cost subject to (i) payments being made direct to the contractor on submission of an invoice and (ii) that the total payments in the year ending 31st March 2025 would be restricted to £540.00 [AP]
(b) 2023/24 AGAR3 (Internal Audit)
Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting and having noted that two minor issues had been identified but which had not prevented the signing of the Report receipt of the 2023/24 Internal Auditors Report was noted
It was further noted that the Internal Auditor had accepted that the Re-stated AGAR3 for the year ended 31st March 2023 had been approved at the October 2023 Meeting of the Council but that the reason for the re-stating had not been recorded and advised that this omission needed to be addressed as follows - 
The reason for the restating of the AGAR3 for the year ended 31st March 2023 was to correct an anomaly over the basis of the Fixed Assets figure from the previous year and, to further note, that should a similar event arise in future a reason should be provided
1. Exercise of Public Rights
It was noted that the Notice of Exercise of Public Rights to inspect and make copies of the 2023/24 Accounts had been published on 3rd June 2024 with the period of the right ending on 15th July 2024
(a) Fire Extinguisher Inspection
Having received confirmation from the Clerk that the expenditure had been budgeted for it was noted that the Annual Fire Extinguisher Inspection was conducted on 28th May 2024 at a cost of £956.23 due to a number of extinguishers having to be replaced. 
8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

2022/23 Projects (Ongoing)

(a) Parish Noticeboards

It was noted that a quote was awaited from the Contractor for the agreed removal of existing noticeboards and the supply/replacement of the new noticeboards. It was further noted that In respect of the KCC Members’ Community Grant Fund, the submission of the quote for the project had been requested 

(b) Pavilion Survey and Future
[bookmark: _Hlk126069052][bookmark: _Hlk151535408]It was noted that the required work in the Pavilion Loft had been completed at a cost of £700.00
Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the report from Councillor Mann of his inspection of the Pavilion roof conducted on 1st May 2024 was noted
Having considered the following options and noting that in the absence of any response from the Solar Panel Company, letters had been sent to the Directors advising that, failing meaningful contact, legal advice would be sought, it was agreed that Option 3 would be followed, namely to accept the quoted repair cost, noting that this did not include the cost of scaffolding

 The Chairman requested that the Lead Member on Finance be asked to advise Members how the work was to be financed and the effect on the Community Infrastructure Levy payments held and other Reserves [AP]
                                The Clerk and Councillor Mann were instructed to pursue the matters
(c) Village Centre/Sign

It was noted that a meeting with a fabricator regarding the making at fitting of a metal frame to the existing post had been held on 9th May 2024 and that a report and recommendations were awaited 
 
(d) Speedwatch Scheme

It was noted that Borough Councillor George Holt had accepted an invitation to participate in the Scheme. It was further noted that  
an article on ‘Speedwatch’ was posted on the Parish Council website on 15th May 2024 to which seven residents had responded with a number wishing the Scheme to be extended to include Barn End Land and Shirehall Road. It was agreed that should the Scheme be introduced it would initially be on the High Road with other sites considered at a later date. In his role as the County Member, Councillor A Sandhu explained the County’s involvement in any Speedwatch operation

It was agreed that further website/Facebook postings would be made and a decision made at the July Meeting of the Council as to whether there was sufficient support for the introduction of the Scheme

(e) The Rosemary Centre

It was noted that The Rosemary Centre had been sold on 1st May 2024 to an unnamed purchaser and that a decision on the nomination for the Centre to be designated as an Asset of Community Value had yet to be notified. At the invitation of the Chairman, Borough Councillor G Holt said that a number of residents had expressed concerned as to the possible use of the site

It was also noted that Kent County Council’s Solicitors had recommended that the rights over the access stone steps and gates be retained by the County, as a result of which (i) responsibility for maintenance would be passed to the new owner as a feature of the retaining wall and (ii) any maintenance liability on the Parish Council would be lessened

(f) Playground Equipment

It was noted that the re-painting of the playground equipment in Chestnut Grove and Oakfield Park had been completed
Having been circulated to Members of the Playground Working Party, receipt of the Report of the independent Playground Inspection undertaken on 24th May 2024 was noted. It was also accepted that, as the majority of risks have been assessed as 'Low or 'Very Low' with only three identified as 'Moderate', no actions are proposed at the present time but monitoring would be undertaken where recommended in the Report
9. Items for Discussion

(a) Updates on Parish Initiatives

i. [bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122]Wilmington Fair 2024

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Fair Committee held on 16th April 2024 was noted

It was noted that all forms and supporting documents required by Dartford Borough Council were submitted on 21st May 2024 and that, in response to a request for further information, additional documentation was submitted on 31st May 2024. The Clerk advised that a number of new requirements had this year been introduced by Dartford Borough Council

It was further noted that arrangements had been made with Dartford Borough Council for the delivery and collection of 10 Wheelie Bins for use on the day


(b) Parish Vehicle

Having received assurance that there was a budget provision it was noted that an essential repair to the Parish vehicle had been required at a cost of £1,068.01

Following discussion, it was agreed that an Item appear on the Agenda for the July Meeting to consider the possible replacement of the Parish vehicle

1. Lower River Darent Strategy

The publication of Dartford Borough Council’s Lower River Darent Strategy was welcomed but disappointment expressed of the absence of any reference to the stretch of river through the Parishes of Wilmington and Darenth was expressed

It was agreed that, jointly with Darenth Parish Council, a letter would be sent to Dartford Borough Council to express disappointment that the Strategy only extended to Brookland Lakes

10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

Planning Applications received were considered and the Clerk instructed to submit any comments made or objections raised to the Planning Authority -

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437]DA/24/00477/FUL – 214 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                      Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of a replacement detached dwelling comprising two storeys, a basement, rooms in the roof space to include dormer window in rear elevation, and a terrace with associated steps to the rear

ii. DA/24/00425/FUL – Wilmington Manor Lodge, Parsons Lane, Wilmington Erection of a two storey side and three storey rear extension

iii. DA/24/00498/FUL – St Michaels Church Hall, Church Hill, Wilmington Erection of a single storey side extension so as to create space for a wheelchair accessible toilet

iv. DA/24/00599/FUL – 66 Fernheath Way, Wilmington                                                 Garage conversion with single storey rear and side wraparound extension and pitched roof over existing rear extension

v. DA/24/00359/FUL – 4 The Chennies, Wilmington                                               Demolition of existing garage and erection of a single storey side and rear extension with additional front roof lights and additional window to existing rear dormer

vi. DA/24/00615/TPO – 144 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                  Application for T1 - Oak - Crown lift secondary growth to 5 metres to provide clearance and T2 - Oak - Reduce in height below previous crown failure point at 10m. Reduce laterals from 6m to 3m subject to Tree Preservation Order No.13 1973


vii. DA/24/00617/DFUL – 5 Carsington Gardens, Wilmington                            Erection of a two storey side extension with two storey rear extension

viii. DA/00623/FUL – Tamar, Park Way, Bexley                                                      Erection of part single storey part two storey side/rear extension 

11. [bookmark: _Hlk115082563]Chair’s Updates

None 

12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

Councillor A Sandhu advised that Dartford Borough Council would be staging a number of activities to commemorate the 80th Anniversary of D-Day and that, due to purdah being introduced following the announcement of the General Election, it was not possible for the Borough Council to promote any of the scheduled Summer Events.

Councillor A Sandhu reported that advice had been received from Kent Highway Services that the introduction of double-yellow lines in Barn End Drive was not practical and that the introduction of an informal parking arrangement on High Road was being explored with residents

Councillor M Peters reported on the continued construction work on a property in Summerhouse Drive for which permission for conversion to a Care Home had been refused

Councillor K Stealey sought advice as to the action to be taken regarding a skip on the grass in Leyton Cross Road and was advised to refer the matter to Dartford Borough Council

Councillior L Rock reported that PC Matthew Rayiru that been replaced by PCSO Terry Anderson as Joydens Wood’s Beat Officer 

At the invitation of the Chairman, Borough Councillor G Holt advised Members of problems being caused by a recently opened residential care facility

13. [bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

Decisions made by the Borough Council were noted being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393]DA/24/00198/FUL – 14 Gothic Close, Wilmington                      Permission Granted
ii. DA/24/00248/FUL – 7 Alfan Lane, Wilmington                        Permission Refused
iii. DA/24/00318/FUL -Park Lodge, 1 High Road, Wilmington                                            Permission Granted
iv. DA/24/00214/FUL - Rosewood, 224B Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                  Permission Granted
v. DA/24/00346/FUL – 21 Brackendene, Wilmington        Permission Granted
vi. DA/24/00345/LDC – 21 Brackendene, Wilmington                             Certificate Refused
vii. DA/24/00342/FUL – 21 Brackendene, Wilmington     Permission Granted
viii. DA/24/00396/TRCON – Sycamore, Church Hill, Wilmington No Objection
ix. DA/24/00336/TPO – Chestnuts, 128A Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                         Consent Refused
(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged

Appeals lodged against decisions made by the Planning Authority were noted being -

i. DA/23/01017/FUL - 1 The Close, Wilmington

(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]Other items received or actions taken were noted or endorsed as appropriate, being –

i. [bookmark: _Hlk151535693][bookmark: _Hlk159400489]having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, to receipt of the notice of the adoption of the Dartford Local Plan to 2037 was noted
ii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, advice from KFRS on the development of the Council’s Community Emergency Plan was noted
iii. having been circulated to Members, receipt of the S&SEiB April-May Newsletter was noted
iv. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the Kent Police & Crime Commissioner’s Spring 2024 Newsletter was noted
v. having been circulated to Members of the Highways Improvement Plant Working Party, receipt from KCC of an updated Highway Information Pack 2024/25 was noted
vi. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of advice regarding the Council’s activities following the announcement of the 2024 General Election on 4th July 2024 was noted
vii. the date and time of the judging for the S&SEiB (Friday 28th June at 2.00pm) was noted. It was further noted that the Chairman had agreed to accompany the Judge was noted

The following publications were available for Members –
Clerks & Councils Direct – May 2024 Issue
The Clerk – May 2024

There being no further business the Meeting closed at 7.57pm


Signed ……………………………….
            Parish Chairman
Date – 3rd July 2024
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