   WILMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 6th November 2024 
at Oakfield Park Pavilion, Wilmington commencing at 7.00pm
MINUTES
Prior to the Meeting the Chairman drew attention to the protocol regarding the audio and visual recording of the Meeting or of any part thereof

Councillors Present – Councillors S Brown (Chairman); T Jones (Vice-Chairman); D Bowman; 
                                      D Mann; S Parsons]; A Sandhu and K Stealey
Also Present – Clerk to the Council
1. Apologies for Absence/Non-Attendance
Councillors M Peters and L Rock
2. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest

No Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary or Prejudicial Interest were made

3. Public Participation 
Further consideration was given to a complaint from a resident regarding the replacement flagpole in Oakfield Park and the tree on Parish Council land at the rear of the resident’s property. Having read the Briefing Paper circulated prior to the Meeting, Members felt that all reasonable steps had been taken and there had been adherence to local planning procedures in installing the flagpole whilst also adhering to the Council’s Flag Flying Policy a copy of which would be sent to the resident.

Whilst Members sympathised with the resident it was noted that there is no legal right to a view

With regard to the resident’s complaint on the obstruction to the view caused by the tree it was noted that the tree would be included in the Survey of Oakfield Park to be undertaken in March but that the Council only commissions work for which it has responsibility when necessary for the health of the tree or for possible danger to the public. 

The Clerk was instructed to so advise the resident and to say that the matters were considered to be closed [AP]

4. Kent County Council and Dartford Borough Council Reports 

County Councillor Avtar Sandhu updated Members on highway issues in the Village Centre, in particular parking on High Road and advised that conversations remain ongoing 
 

5. Minutes of the Previous Meetings
The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 18th September 2024 were approved and adopted as a true record
6. Urgent Items

The Chairman announced that the inclusion in the Agenda of the ‘Urgent Items’ as tabled had been agreed

7. Finance

(a) Financial Statements

The Financial Statements for the months ended 30th September 2024 and 31st October 2024 were approved

(b) [bookmark: _Hlk175909217]Grant Applications
Consideration was given to a Grant Application received and circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting. It was agreed that the Application from Wilmington Community Church’s for a contribution toward the cost of the ‘Community Christmas Meal’ be approved in the sum of £250 [AP]
(d)     Parish Precept & Government Support Grant
Receipt of the second instalment of the Parish Precept and Government Support Grant at £52,397 and £658 respectively was noted
(e) Budget Forecast
Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, the receipt of Budget Forecast for the year ending 31 March 2025 showing a potential overspend of approximately £4,500 was noted. 
(f) Campaign for the Protection of Rural England Membership Renewal
The renewal of the Council’s membership of the CPRE at a cost of £60.00 was considered and approved [AP]
(g) Staff Salaries

The exclusion of the press and public for the item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 Section1(2) was agreed

(h) 2025/26 Interim Draft Budget
The exclusion of the press and public for the item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 Section1(2) was agreed    

(i) BACS Payment

The retrospective approval for payments to London GRP Roofings being made by bank transfer was approved 

8. Matters Arising from Previous Meetings of the Parish Council (Not covered Elsewhere in the Main Agenda)

2022/23 Projects (Ongoing)
(a) Parish Noticeboards

[bookmark: _Hlk173224813]It was noted that the delivery and installation of the new noticeboards was expected shortly

(b) Pavilion Survey and Future
It was noted that the work on the Pavilion roof had been completed as far as was possible as the solar panels had yet to be fitted with delivery of the brackets expected in 2/3 weeks. It was further noted that once the panels had been restored, further work would be undertaken to ensure that the brackets were watertight the cost of which was to be met by the Solar Panel Company. At the request of the Roofing Company £1,000 of the total cost had been withheld pending completion of the work. 

Members expressed appreciation of the regular updates from the Contractor 

(c) Village Centre/Sign

It was noted that the frame and post had been fabricated and were currently being powder-coated in readiness for the Sign to be mounted and erected in the Village Centre
 
(d) Wilmington Community Speedwatch Group

The Speedwatch Co-ordinator expressed disappointment that, although six residents had expressed an interest in volunteering to be part of the Group, only two, together with Councillors T Jones and A Sandhu, had completed the online training.

It was agreed that there was an insufficient number of volunteers  to progress the introduction of Speedwatch at the present time. To generate more interest the Co-ordinator agreed to produce an article for posting on the Council website and Facebook page

(e) The War Memorial/Land Acquisition

It was noted that the Transfer Deed for the War Memorial and the area of the land at The Rosemary Centre was executed on 9th October 2024 and that
the Parish Council was under an obligation to clear the shrubbery and landscape the area of land now in its ownership 

(f) South and South East in Bloom 

It was noted that the Council’s had achieved a Gold Award in this year’s Competition and agreed that a commemorative plaque would be obtained to be placed on the external wall of the Pavilion [AP]

  
(g) Ad hoc Outside Body Appointment – Wilmington Memorial Hall Management Committee 

It was firstly noted that, under the Conveyancing Instrument dated 15th December 1954 the Parish Council had the right but not the obligation to appoint a Member to serve on the WMHMC.

Members wished to record their appreciation for the contribution made to the community by the existence of the functioning Memorial Hall but, due to personal and other commitments, no Member felt able to represent the Council on the Management Committee. It was accordingly agreed that no Representative would be appointed at the present time but that the matter would be further considered at the Council’s 2025 Annual Meeting but, until such time as an appointment is made, the Council would support the Hall on an ad hoc basis. 

The Clerk was instructed to advise the Chairman of the Memorial Hall Management Committee accordingly [AP]

(h) Parish Council Website

It was noted that HugoFox, the Council’s website provider, was now Nominet .gov.uk certified allowing the provision of ‘.gov.uk’ domains to Parish Councils at no cost. It was further noted that the purchase, set up and maintenance would not incur an additional charge when effected

(i) Wilmington Fair 2024

Having been considered and agreed prior to the Meeting the disbursement of the proceeds arising from the Fair was ratified

(j) [bookmark: _Hlk173224579]Autumn Big Clean

The Chairman expressed disappointment that, apart from Members of the Parish Council, the Autumn litter pick had been supported by only two residents. The chairman added that it was encouraging to note that fewer bags of litter had been collected than at previous events

The Chairman took the opportunity to record thanks to the Organisations, Schools and individuals who regularly litter picked across the Parish

It was noted that the Parish Organised litter picks were currently held twice a year but Members agreed that, due to the lack of participation, the frequency of future litter picks would be considered
  
(k) The Rosemary Centre

The exclusion of the press and public for the item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 Section 1(2) was agreed






9. Items for Discussion
[bookmark: _Hlk76390668][bookmark: _Hlk115082122] 
(a)     Remembrance Day

It was noted that all arrangements were in place for the Service at the War Memorial on 10th November 2024 and refreshments in the Memorial Hall after the Service

(b) General Data Protection Act 2018

It was noted that the Clerk’s appointment as the Council’s Data Controller had been renewed at a fee of £35 

(c) Unknown Soldier Silhouettes

Having considered the purchase of Unknown Soldier Silhouettes to be placed at the War Memorial Members decided that as plans for The Rosemary Centre were  not yet available this would not be taken forward given the close proximity and the potential vulnerability of the site

(d) Staffing Matter

                              The exclusion of the press and public for the item of business on the grounds                           that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 Section 1(2) was agreed

(e) Consultation on Proposed Diversion of Restricted Byway DR122 

Having circulated details to Members in advance of the Meeting, it was agreed that no response to the KCC consultation on a proposed diversion of Restricted Byway DR122 was required 

(f) Public Consultation on the Proposed Main Modifications to the Kent Mineral & waste Local Plan 2024-39 

Having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, it was agreed that no response to the Proposed Modifications to the KMWLP would be made

10. Planning Applications for Consideration and to Note Any Comments or Observations submitted to the Planning Authority

Having noted that the consultation period for items (i) to (xiii) (inclusive) had expired the remaining Applications were considered with no comments/objections raised 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk158372342][bookmark: _Hlk135733437][bookmark: _Hlk174084094]DA/24/01068/TPO – The Willows, 1B Faesten Way, Bexley                        Application for Ash tree (T9) – reduce the tree back to previous reduction points subject to Tree Preservation Order No 12 1983         

ii. DA/24/1095/FUL – 24 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                         Erection of a single storey rear extension and alteration to decking steps. New rear windows      


iii. DA/24/1066/FUL - 56 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                        Erection of a part two/part first floor/part single storey front and rear extensions, external alterations, new solar panels; alterations to garage (blocking up existing vehicle door and creating new vehicle door to the front elevation

iv. DA/24/1097/TPO – 134, 136 & 138 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                  Application for T1 English Oak located at 134, reduced by 1m in height and 2m in lateral spread (estimated finished dimensions 1om height and 6m spread); T2 English Oak located in 136, reduced by 1m in height and 2m in lateral spread (estimated finished dimensions 9m height and 5m spread); T3 Leyland Cypress located in 138, prune branches overhanging 136 back to fence line subject to Tree Preservation Order No 13 1973

v. DA/24/00655/FUL – 66 Joydens Wood Road, Wilmington                                       Demolition of existing bungalow and erection of a detached house

vi. DA/24/1077/FUL – Land adjacent 25 Chave Road, Wilmington                   Erection of a three bedroom detached dwelling and detached garage

vii. DA/24/01118/FUL – 6 High Road, Wilmington                                                               Erection single storey rear extension

viii. DA/24/01170/FUKL – 35 Birchwood Drive, Wilmington                                          
Demolition of existing detached garage and erection of two two storey side extensions and to provide additional Bedrooms at first floor level in extended roof and attached Garage with associated internal alterations 

ix. DA/24/01156/FUL – 214 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                       Provision of front wall, gates and vehicle crossover onto C268

x. DA/24/01173/PIP - Former Alfan Lane Full Gospel Church, 1A Alfan Lane, Wilmington                                                                                                   Application for permission in principle for residential development of land for erection a self-build single dwelling (Class C3)

xi. DA/24/01177/FUL – 103 Norfield Road, Wilmington                                                       Demolition existing rear extension and conservatories and erection of a single storey rear extension

xii. DA/24/01114/FUL – Wood End farm, Puddledock Lane, Wilmington                                                                                                                     Change of use of stables to mixed stables/residential use with associated curtilage and parking 

xiii. DA/24/01218/FUL – 33 Capel Place, Wilmington                                                          Demolition of the existing single storey rear extension and erection of a single storey rear extension

xiv. DA/24/01225/TPO – 23 Wood Close, Bexley                                                  Application for T1 English oak. Reduce by one metre and shape. Finished dimensions – 6 metres tall and 5 metres spread subject to Tree Preservation Order No. 7 2016

xv. DA/24/01087/FUL - Land Adjacent 37 Capel Place, Wilmington                                                                                Erection of a detached dwelling and associated access.
xvi. DA/24/00844/FUL – 4 Wilmington House, Church Walk, Wilmington replacement of existing sliding timber white painted windows with same style and material painted white

xvii. DA/24/00898/LBC – 4 Wilmington House, Church Walk, Wilmington Listed Building Consent for replacement of existing timber third floor front elevation windows with timber painted windows to match

11. [bookmark: _Hlk115082563]Chair’s Updates

None

12. Parish Ward Matters Raised by Members

[bookmark: _Hlk99631422]Councillor D Mann advised that a Foodbank was now operating at Wilmington Community Church and that the Church was holding a Craft Fair on 23rd November

13. Items to Note or Endorse the Actions Taken

(a) Dartford Borough Council Planning Decisions

Decisions made by the Borough Council were noted being – 

i. [bookmark: _Hlk135734412][bookmark: _Hlk151535621][bookmark: _Hlk158372393][bookmark: _Hlk167172197]DA/24/00623/FUL – Tamar, Park Way, Bexley                  Permission Granted
ii. DA/24/00697/FUL – Units 1-4 and 6A Saunders Way, Wilmington                                                                              Permission Granted
iii. DA/24/00988/AGR – Landscape Centre, Provender Nursery, Birchwood Road, Wilmington                             Determination that prior approval not required
iv. DA/24/00992/AGR – Provender Nursery, Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                           Determination that prior approval not required
v. DA/24/00895/LDC – 1 Sackville Road, Wilmington                                                                                             Lawful Development Certificate Refused
vi. DA/24/00800/TPO – 162 Birchwood Road, Wilmington Consent Granted
vii. DA/24/01035/NONMAT – Rahan House, 8 Birchwood Road Revisions Acceptable
viii. DA/24/00914/FUL – The Maple, 67 Birchwood Road, Wilmington                                                                                 Permission Refused 
ix. DA/24/00931/FUL – 6 Chestnut Grove, Wilmington Permission Granted
x. DA/24/00906/FUL – 9 Barn End Lane, Wilmington Permission Refused
xi. DA/24/00907/FUL – 9 Barn End Lane, Wilmington Permission Granted
xii. DA/24/01029/FUL – 7 Rowlatt Close, Wilmington Permission Granted
(b) [bookmark: _Hlk151535656]Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeal Lodged

None
(c) Dartford Borough Council Planning Appeals Decisions

None

(d) Kent County Council Planning Applications
 
None

(e) Kent County Council Planning Decisions

None

(f) [bookmark: _Hlk73449880]Other Items to Note or Actions Taken Endorsed 

[bookmark: _Hlk99631366][bookmark: _Hlk62388179]Other items received or actions taken were noted or endorsed as appropriate being  –

i. [bookmark: _Hlk151535693][bookmark: _Hlk159400489][bookmark: _Hlk169509090]having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of Kent’s Plan Bee Summer 2024 Newsletter was noted
ii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of information on the Government’s proposal to restore neighbourhood policing was noted
iii. having advised the Chairman, as the Parish’s Representative receipt of the Agenda for the Borough & Parish Forum on 1st September 2024 was noted
iv. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of the London Green Belt Council’s response to the Consultation of the National Planning Policy Framework was noted
v. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, it was noted that an invitation to attend the Borough Council’s Remembrance Day Service had been declined
vi. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of various updates as requested at the September meeting of the Council was noted
vii. receipt of a letter of thanks from Kent Wildlife Trust for the donation to the ‘Save Our Trees’ project was noted
viii. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, receipt of details of the Neighbourhood Policing Model as presented at the Borough & Parish Forum held on 1st October 2024 was noted
ix. having been circulated to Members in advance of the Meeting, it was noted that no response had been to Dartford Borough Council’s Review of Polling Stations 
x. a request made to Action with Communities in Rural England to retrieve any archived files relating to the Parish held by Action with Communities in Rural Kent following the closure of the Organisation was noted


xi. it was noted that the serving of a Notice by ConnectPlus under Section1654(2) Highways Act 1980 was in error as the tree, subsequently established as not being on Parish land, had already been fell

There being no other business the Meeting closed at 8.40pm


Signed ……………………………                                                                                             (Chairman)                                                                                                                                            Date -  8th January 2025                                 
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